From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE)

Sent:

Thursday, September 05, 2013 4:18 PM

To: MDE-SchoolNutrition
Subject: Weekly News from MDE 090513

I could hear the screams of delight from the children all returning to school even
sitting here in my office in Lansing!! Yes, another school year is upon us. Here is
some of the latest:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Volunteers — USDA is looking for just 2 or 3 districts willing to participate in a
School Nutrition Meal Cost Study. You would be helping USDA evaluate an
important part of school foodservice. They would like to start a pretest later
this month but I need volunteers by Monday (if no one volunteers, a couple
of you will volunteer via draft!). I think this might actually be a good
opportunity to voice your opinion on some of the challenges related to meal
costs. Anyhow, let me know. If I get a bunch (3 or more) to volunteer,
USDA has sent me some criteria that I can use to pick the “winners.” Please
volunteer.....your state needs you!

National School Lunch Week - "School Lunch Across the USA"

resources. Not sure what to serve during National School Lunch Week
(NSLW) 2013 on October 14-18? Need some creative tips to organize your
celebration? Visit www.schoolnutrition.org/nslw to check out SNA's NSLW
resources, including a toolkit full of celebration ideas, PR, and marketing
templates, logos & artwork and much, much more. Also, share with SNA
what you're doing to celebrate and be entered to win stickers for your
students. Learn more. Here at MDE we support SNA’s efforts to promote
NSLW. In fact, I would personally like to help some districts celebrate by
visiting your district sometime that week. It would be completely a positive
visit (I won't be looking for non-compliance, promise!!). I would just enjoy
getting out in the field and having a school lunch with some of your
students. So if you are interested in a Howard visit, let me know. If not,
that’s ok, but I do hope you will celebrate NSLW!!

Non-Discrimination Statement - Attached is a clarification on the non-
discrimination statement. After some research, note that the shorter version
of the statement - "USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer” -
will be allowed on School Lunch and School Breakfast menus. Please note
that the print size cannot be smaller than the text in the document. Also, the
full discrimination statement must be used whenever possible on all other
communication regarding these federal programs.

Eligibility Manual for School Meals — Here is an important link to a document
that I still use to help answer questions -
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/guidance/default.htm. You will be able to click
on the eligibility manual on this page. In fact, you get to choose whether
you want the plain updated version or a version with the changes
highlighted. Either print out this document or keep the link handy. It



http://www.schoolnutrition.org/nslw
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/eGzyCifQaqCjuhggCidmtDCicNXKoy
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/guidance/default.htm

provides a lot of useful information especially at this time of the school year
when you are determining eligibility.

5) Afterschool Suppers - Attached is a memo detailing how USDA has
streamlined the requirements to participate in the At-Risk Afterschool meal
program. For those schools where students are going hungry at night, this is
a good opportunity to provide this necessary nutritional support.

6) 6 Cent Certification — Time is just about out for your chance to be approved
in 2013. For those of you that will not realistically be able to complete the
2013 application, the 2014 application is posted and we strongly encourage
you to complete this at the beginning of the school year to maximize your
revenues for the 2014 school year. It is critical for those districts that are
expecting to claim 6 cents for the 2013 applications complete any
modifications ASAP. The time required for approval and certification is
drawing to a close to the point that guaranteeing 2013 funding on 2013
unapproved applications cannot be done.

Shorter version this week. Hope your school year is off to a great start!!

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS
Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs
Michigan Department of Education
517-373-3892

“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child
nutrition programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering
partnerships to ensure the nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.”



Clarification for Civil Rights Non-Discrimination Statement

There have been several questions about using the short version of the
USDA nondiscrimination statement on NSLP and SBP menus. Itis
acceptable to use the short version of the non-discrimination statement,
The statement should read:

“USDA is an egual opportunity provider and employer”

Please note that the print size cannot be smaller than the text in the
document.

In all other cases materials regarding school nutrition programs that are
produced for public information, public education, or public distribution, (this
includes websites), must include the following nondiscrimination statement:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its
customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race,
color, -national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal,
and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental
status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived
from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in
employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the
Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or
employment activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint filing cust.html, or at any USDA office,
.or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your
completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at
program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or
(800) 845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM
OPERATIONAL MEMORANDUM #31 |

TO: Child and Adult Care Food Program Institutions

FROM: Kyle .. Guerrant, Director
Office of School Support Services

DATE: September 3, 2013

SUBJECT: Streamlining At-Risk Meal Participation for School Food
Authorities

ACTION: Applicable to School Food Authorities Only

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has released guidance to
streamline the requirements for participation of school food authorities (SFAs) in
the At-Risk Afterschool Meals component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program
(CACFP). The Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act authorized the service of afterschool
meals in all states through the At-Risk Afterschool Meals component of CACFP. This
memorandum supersedes USDA guidance CACFP 08-2008, Streamlining At-Risk
Afterschool Meal Participation for School Food Authorities Currently Participating in
the National School Lunch Program, dated June 6, 2008,

The USDA recognizes that schools |located in low-income areas and participating in
the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) are well-positioned to offer meals and
snacks through their afterschool programs. Although congress did not authorize
the service of at-risk meals through NSLP, streamlining the requirements for
schools participating in CACFP to be more consistent with those of the NSLP will
provide significant administrative relief without compromising the integrity of the
program.

Agreements

State agencies that administer more than one Child Nutrition Program (CNP) are
required to enter into a single agreement with SFAs with respect to the operation of
any combination of CNPs. In Michigan, all applicants to the CNP appiy through the
Michigan Electronic Grant System Plus (MEGS+).
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Application

SFAs that wish to participate in the At-Risk Afterschool Meals component of CACFP

must complete the CACFP portion of the MEGS+ application. Michigan Department

of Education (MDE) must collect CACFP specific information such as:

» Names, mailing addresses, and dates of birth of the responsibie principals and
individuals. For SFAs, responsible principals and individuals include, at a
minimum, the school food service director and accountant, and the responsible
administrator (principal or superintendent).

» Documentation of eligibility. Documentation must indicate that each school
that will be offering at-risk afterschool meals through CACFP offers educational
or enrichment activities and is a school where at least 50 percent of the
children are eligible for free or reduced price school meals or is located in the
attendance area of an eligible school as required by 7 CFR 226.17a(a).

«  Preference for commodities/cash in lieu of commodities, The SFA must indicate
if it prefers commodities or cash in lieu of commodities.

« Ineligibility for other publicly funded programs. SFAs must provide a list of all
federal programs in which they participate. Additionally, the SFA must certify
that during the last seven years, the SFA and the individual responsibie for the
food service have not been:

o declared ineligible to participate in any other publicly funded program by
reason of violating that program’s requirements or provide documentation
that it was later reinstated or determined eligible for the program

o convicted of any activity that indicated a lack of business integrity

s Certification. The SFA must submit a certification that all information on the
appiication is true and correct, along with the name, mailing address, and date
of birth of the individual authorized to sign for the SFA [7 CFR 226.6(b)(1)1.

For SFAs serving afterschool meais, MDE will consider the successful operation of
the NSLP as sufficient evidence of administrative capability and financial viability
and may waive the reguirement to submit a separate management plan. SFAs are
not reguired to submit a separate CACFP budget uniess administering other CACFP
programs such as day care, Head Start and/or Great Start. During SFA reviews,
MDE will ensure that CACFP reimbursements are being used for costs atiowable in
any of the CNPs administered by the SFA.

Training

SFAs participating in the NSLP familiar with operating a federal CNP will not be
required to attend training prior to submitting a CACFP application. Simiiarly,
members of the food service staff who receive meal service training under the NSLP
will not be required to attend separate CACFP training on meal services.

However, administrative staff must be informed about program reguirements and
will be required to attend the necessary training. Additionally, SFAs are not
required to conduct CACFP preapproval visits to schools already participating in
NSLP.
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Meal Patterns

The CACFP regulations permit SFAs participating in NSLP to substitute NSLP meal
pattern requirements for the CACFP meal pattern requirements [7 CFR 226.20(0)].
This means SFAs may choose to use either the CACFP or NSLP meal patterns when
serving at-risk afterschool meals through CACFP. Schools electing to foliow the
NSLP meal pattern requirements must follow the new NSLP meal patterns.
Although the use of offer versus serve (OVS) is not generally permitted under
CACFP, SFAs may use QVS for the meal service under either the CACFP or NSLP
meal patterns. However, OVS may not be used with snack services under either
CACFP or NSLP.

Procurement and Contracting Requirements )

SFAs may follow the NSLP procurement standards found in 7 CFR 210.21 in lieu of
CACFP procurement standards at 7 CFR 226.22. NSLP has comprehensive
requirements in these areas and compliance with the NSLP requirements satisfies
the intent of the corresponding CACFP reguirements and will simplify participation
for SFAs. Please note that there is no federal requirement that food inventories
used for the various CNPs be stored separately. Additionally, SFAs are not required
to allocate expenses to the separate CNPs., CNP reimbursements may be used to
pay expenses related to any of the Child Nutrition Programs. Indirect costs must
be charged appropriately to the nonprofit school food service account. Please see
the indirect cost guidance for more information
(http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/governance/Policy-Memos/2011/SP41-2011 os.pdf).
Similarly, SFAs may comply with the NSLP requirements for contracting with food
service management companies (FSMCs) outlined in 7 CFR 210.16 in lieu of the
CACFP requirements at 7 CFR 226.21. It should be noted, however, that the
addition of CACFP at-risk afterschool meals may represent a material change to an
FSMC contract. For guidance regarding a material change, SFAs are encouraged to
refer to USDA guidance SP 17-2012, Procurement Questions and Answers to Assist
in the Impflementation of the Final Rule titled Nutrition Standards in the National
School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, dated February 23, 2012,

SFAs that contract with FSMCs for scme or all aspects of the management of the
food service program may allow the FSMC to conduct the same activities for CACFP
that are performed for NSLP. SFAs should be reminded, however, that the SFA
maintains responsibility for submitting claims, retaining control of the gquality of the
food service and the prices charged to children, monitoring the food service
operations, and remaining accountable to ensure that all CACFP requirements are
met.

Monitoring

SFAs must continue to monitor their at-risk sites, though monitoring requirements
of the CACFP at-risk afterschool meal sites may be aligned with those of NSLP.
MDE will complete monitoring of the financial management portion-of CNPs at the
time of the NSLP review to ease the burden on SFAs and ensure that the compiete
nonprofit food service is reviewed.
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CACFP deficiencies identified through MDE or SFA monitoring must be addressed
according to the CACFP regulations, including the requirements regarding
termination, disqualification, and submission to the CACFP National Disgualified
List. Additionally, overclaims will be assessed and collected by MDE in accordance
with CACFP regulations.

If you have any additional questions concerning this memorandum, contact CACFP
at 517-373-7391 or go to http://www.fns,usda.gov/cnd/Care/Regs-
Policy/PolicyMemoranda.htm to view the federal guidance.
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