
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 
Sent: Thursday, September 05, 2013 4:18 PM 

To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 
Subject: Weekly News from MDE 090513 

 
I could hear the screams of delight from the children all returning to school even 
sitting here in my office in Lansing!!   Yes, another school year is upon us.  Here is 

some of the latest: 
 

1) Volunteers – USDA is looking for just 2 or 3 districts willing to participate in a 
School Nutrition Meal Cost Study.  You would be helping USDA evaluate an 
important part of school foodservice.  They would like to start a pretest later 

this month but I need volunteers by Monday (if no one volunteers, a couple 
of you will volunteer via draft!).  I think this might actually be a good 

opportunity to voice your opinion on some of the challenges related to meal 
costs.  Anyhow, let me know.  If I get a bunch (3 or more) to volunteer, 
USDA has sent me some criteria that I can use to pick the “winners.”  Please 

volunteer…..your state needs you! 

2) National School Lunch Week  - "School Lunch Across the USA" 

resources.  Not sure what to serve during National School Lunch Week 
(NSLW) 2013 on October 14-18?  Need some creative tips to organize your 

celebration?  Visit www.schoolnutrition.org/nslw  to check out SNA's NSLW 
resources, including a toolkit full of celebration ideas, PR, and marketing 
templates, logos & artwork and much, much more.  Also, share with SNA 

what you're doing to celebrate and be entered to win stickers for your 
students.  Learn more.  Here at MDE we support SNA’s efforts to promote 

NSLW.  In fact, I would personally like to help some districts celebrate by 
visiting your district sometime that week.  It would be completely a positive 
visit (I won’t be looking for non-compliance, promise!!).  I would just enjoy 

getting out in the field and having a school lunch with some of your 
students.  So if you are interested in a Howard visit, let me know.  If not, 

that’s ok, but I do hope you will celebrate NSLW!!   

3) Non-Discrimination Statement – Attached is a clarification on the non-
discrimination statement.  After some research, note that the shorter version 

of the statement - “USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer” – 
will be allowed on School Lunch and School Breakfast menus.  Please note 

that the print size cannot be smaller than the text in the document.  Also, the 
full discrimination statement must be used whenever possible on all other 
communication regarding these federal programs. 

4) Eligibility Manual for School Meals – Here is an important link to a document 
that I still use to help answer questions - 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/guidance/default.htm.  You will be able to click 
on the eligibility manual on this page.  In fact, you get to choose whether 
you want the plain updated version or a version with the changes 

highlighted.  Either print out this document or keep the link handy.  It 

http://www.schoolnutrition.org/nslw
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/eGzyCifQaqCjuhggCidmtDCicNXKoy
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/guidance/default.htm


provides a lot of useful information especially at this time of the school year 
when you are determining eligibility. 

5) Afterschool Suppers – Attached is a memo detailing how USDA has 
streamlined the requirements to participate in the At-Risk Afterschool meal 

program.  For those schools where students are going hungry at night, this is 
a good opportunity to provide this necessary nutritional support.   

6) 6 Cent Certification – Time is just about out for your chance to be approved 

in 2013.  For those of you that will not realistically be able to complete the 
2013 application, the 2014 application is posted and we strongly encourage 

you to complete this at the beginning of the school year to maximize your 
revenues for the 2014 school year.  It is critical for those districts that are 
expecting to claim 6 cents for the 2013 applications complete any 

modifications ASAP.  The time required for approval and certification is 
drawing to a close to the point that guaranteeing 2013 funding on 2013 

unapproved applications cannot be done.   
 
Shorter version this week.  Hope your school year is off to a great start!!  

 
 

 
Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 

Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 

 
“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child 

nutrition programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering 
partnerships to ensure the nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
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