
 
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard J (MDE) 

Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 8:58 AM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 091212 
 
Middle of September all ready.  Looks like the days of 90 degree temperatures are 

over!  That’s ok with me as long as we have 70s from now until May!!  I will stop 
dreaming and send you some news: 

 
1) MEGS+ School Nutrition Programs – The application formerly called CNAP is 

live within the MEGS+ platform.  It is due this Friday, September 14, at close 

of business.  Here is the link to MEGS+ https://mdoe.state.mi.us/megsplus/. 

2) Food Safety - September is National Food Safety Month! This annual food 

safety campaign builds awareness of the foodservice industry’s commitment 
to excellence in food safety education and training.  Make plans today to 
participate in National Food Safety Month and showcase your school’s 

commitment to food safety education and training.  Here are some great 
ways to celebrate National Food Safety Month: 

 Conduct a food safety training class for all employees. 

 Ask each head cook/manager to review the weekly activities with staff 
through contests or games and offer prizes to encourage participation.  

 Promote food safety in your school.   
 Promote National Food Safety Month, and your involvement in this 

national campaign, on your website, blog, or social media channels. 

 Post food safety information on your menus or within your cafeteria. 

The Center of Excellence has recently posted food safety posters to their 
website that are free and easy to print.  You can find those at 

http://cnsafefood.k-state.edu/resources/food-safety-messaging/.  You can 
also find weekly activities to do with your staff at 
http://www.foodsafetymonth.com/Activities.   

3) 6 Cent Certification Nutrient Analysis Software Clarification – The link I sent 
out in the 082812 Weekly News took you to a page that listed two companies 
that were approved for nutrient analysis.  These are not the only companies 

that have software approved to do nutrient analysis.  These two companies 
have added in the 6 cent certification part of the process.  The software that 

was approved in the past for nutrient analysis will still be acceptable for 
nutrient analysis for Option 1 and the calories and saturated fat for Option 2. 

4) Blended Parfaits – It came to our attention that some schools were preparing 

to use “blended parfaits” as a meat/meat alternate option for their students.  
Following is the response I received from USDA when I asked for clarification. 

 “We concur that the product in the attached literature is a beverage, 
regardless of whether you call it a smoothie or a “blended parfait.” 

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/megsplus/
http://cnsafefood.k-state.edu/resources/food-safety-messaging/
http://www.foodsafetymonth.com/Activities


Information in SP 36-2012 should be communicated/reiterated to your SFAs 
if there is any confusion.  In the examples listed in the attached literature, 

the pureed fruit would credit as 100% juice and the milk (in the second 
recipe) would credit as the milk component. However, the yogurt and the 

blended vegetables would not credit as M/MA or vegetable, respectively.”  I 
have attached the literature they were talking about and the memo SP 36-
2012.   

5) Community Eligibility Option (CEO) – MDE  would like to welcome the 42 new 
LEAs representing 118 buildings in the State Of Michigan participating in the 

Community Eligibility Option (CEO) for School Year 2012-2013.  You have 
joined the fight to end childhood hunger by 2015.  Providing free meals to 
your students is a key element to breaking down the barriers to food access 

without the stigma of economic status.  One of the most important parts of 
providing meals to students through CEO and remaining in compliance with 

the National School Lunch Program regulations is maintaining an accurate 
Point Of Service (POS).  If you are using electronic POS systems, we 
encourage you to continue to do so.  This will allow you to continue to collect 

information on a la carte purchases as well as ensuring that children are not 
coming through service line more than once.  If your current meal service 

lines do not allow you the ability to utilize electronic POS systems, I would 
like to encourage you to use the attached Daily Meal Counting Form.  Like 

the Summer Food Service Program, this similar form is used to take an 
accurate, end of the line meal count.  Should you have any questions  
about meal counting and/or claiming, please contact Bryan Van Dorn at  

517-373-0107. 

6) Frozen Fruit with Sugar – The attached memo, SP-20 2012-REVISED, 

supersedes the February 24, 2012, version of this policy memo. New 
regulations allow for a water (unsweetened) or juice-only frozen fruit pack.  
However, to provide state agencies and school food authorities with time to 

use existing inventories, and to recognize the time needed for industry to 
reformulate and to pack new frozen fruit products, this memorandum allows 

schools to continue to serve frozen fruit with added sugar in the National 
School Lunch Program for School Year 2012-13 and School Year 2013-2014.   

7) 6 Cent Certification - School Nutrition Program staff from the Michigan 

Department of Education will be holding two drop in sessions regarding the 6 
Cents Certification Process in the Lansing area.  These sessions are to 

provide assistance with the 6 Cents Certification process.  Attendees can 
bring their materials to get help in completing the worksheets or the MEGs+ 
application.  Computers will be available for use.  Questions regarding menus 

and the meal pattern can also be answered at these sessions.   

Both sessions are listed below with the date, location, and times.  If you 

would be interested in attending one of these sessions, please email 
groothuism@michigan.gov with the preferred date and location of the 

mailto:groothuism@michigan.gov


session.  A confirmation email will be sent back confirming the date and 
location. 

 
September 14, 2012 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm 
Eaton ISD 
1790 Packard Hwy   

Charlotte, MI 48813  
Phone: 517-543-5500 

24 computers will be available 
 

October 9, 2012 

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Ingham ISD 

2630 W. Howell Rd   
Mason, MI  48854 
Phone: 517-676-1051 

         20 computers will be available 

8) Afterschool Snack Programs – A quick reminder to those participating in the 

Afterschool Snack Program that they need to do an on-site review during the 
first 4 weeks the program is in operation.  Refer to MDE Administrative Policy 

#3, SY 2012-2013.  It is attached.  
  
Hope you are off to a good start this new school year.  If you have some problems 

that you think are universal in scope, let me know.   Thanks. 
 

 
Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor 

School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 

517-373-3892 
517-373-4022 Fax 
 

 
Supporting achievement for EVERY student through a Proficiency-Based system of 

education. 
 
 




















