
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard (MDE) 

Sent: Monday, October 14, 2013 1:47 PM 
To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 

Subject: Weekly News from MDE 101413 

 

I am away on a business trip but thought I could use some time to send out some 

news…..and here it is: 
 

1. Lapse in Funding – Attached is a Q&A distributed by USDA.  It is good news 
in that they have available months of funding so we can continue feeding our 
students as we have been.  Read for more details but it is about as good of 

news as we could expect!! 
  

2. Non-Public and RCCI Administrators - The School Meals Program Year End 
Report (SM-4012-A/R) for School Year 2012-2013 is currently available and 
will be due October 18, 2013.  You may access the report via the Michigan 

Education Information System (MEIS) website at 
http://michigan.gov/meis.  Scroll to Child Nutrition Programs (CNP).  Click 

"Year End Report School Meals Program SM-4012-A/R.”  The login page 
contains a Link to Instructions for the School Meals Program Year End 
Report.  The information collected on this report will be used to ensure the 

ending balance in the non-profit food service fund does not exceed three 
months of operating expenses.  Any school having a fund balance greater 

than the average of three months expenditures will be required to develop 
and submit to the Michigan Department of Education a spending plan for 
reducing the balance of the non-profit food service fund to an acceptable 

level during the following school year.  If you are no longer responsible for 
submitting this report, please forward this message to the appropriate staff 

person.  For security access, please contact Ruby Zavala at 517-373-0420 or 
zavalar1@michigan.gov. 
If you have questions about the Year End Report, please contact Ruby Zavala 

at 517-373-0420 or zavalar1@michigan.gov. 
 

3. Yogurt Promo - WIN 4 TICKETS to watch the Detroit Lions take on the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers on November 24 at Ford Field! Don’t miss out 
on this great opportunity to liven up school meals with yogurt.  Kids love the 

creamy, delicious taste in these fun recipes.  Go to www.mmm-yogurt.com to 
order your kit today.  Each building in your district is eligible to order a kit 

brought to you by United Dairy Industry of Michigan.  Each kit includes:   
 

 A full color, laminated, spiral bound, recipe book with 27 delectable, 
student tested recipes, marketing ideas and ways to incorporate Fuel 
Up to Play 60 Healthy Eating Plays 

 
 Consumer recipe card booklets to provide to students and families 

 
 12 aprons to provide to students and staff (eight adult-sized and four 

youth-sized) 
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 One 11” x 14” “Today’s Yogurt Feature” dry-erase wall cling featuring 

Roary, the official Detroit Lions mascot 
           

 Three mmm ... yogurt posters to display 
 

Drawings for the 4 pack of tickets will take place on October 18, 28, and 

November 12, 2013.  Order early so you name is in each 
drawing.   Questions?  Contact UDIM at 1-800-241-MILK (6455).  

4. Team Nutrition Video - What’s a Cantina Bowl Action Station? Watch how NW 
Community Schools in Jackson offers students make-your-own meal bars to 

boost school lunch participation at http://tinyurl.com/kcv9jvu.   Featuring 
Pattie Russell (Food Service Director), Kris Jones (Special Education 
Teacher), and Northwest High School, Jackson, Michigan. 
 
Join the online conversation - like Michigan Team Nutrition on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/michiganteamnutrition and follow on Twitter 
at http://twitter.com/TeamNutritionMI. 

 

5. Food Inspections - The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) continues 
to inspect meat, poultry, and egg products as usual.  See their website at 

www.fsis.usda.gov, which is up and running.  In addition, folks can go to the 
recall/public health alert page for FSIS for more information at 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/recalls-and-public-health-

alerts/current-recalls-and-alerts. 
 

In addition, the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), which is fee-for-
service, continues to be present to provide oversight when USDA Foods are 

produced. 
 
FNS is in constant touch with the FSIS Recall Management Staff and there 

has been no food safety issue, except the Foster Farms public health 
alert.  Foster Farms does not supply raw chicken (the subject of the public 

health alert) to USDA. 

Short weekly news but wanted you all to know about the continued funding of our 
programs.  Have a great week! 

 
 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 

Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 

517-373-3892 
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“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child nutrition 
programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering partnerships to ensure the 
nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
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