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It seems the media has quieted down some, but I know that doesn’t 

necessarily mean a lot to all of you if you have lower lunch counts and 
unhappy students and parents.  I’ve got some news for you and also want to 
clear something up as well.  It is also a bit of an update.  Let me start with 

the clarification/update: 
 

1) USDA, Your Feedback and Me – I told you all that in last week’s 
Weekly News I met with a group of food service directors and had the 
opportunity to listen to their complaints/concerns/questions.  The 

purpose of my attending the meeting was to, in fact, get feedback on 
how it was going in the field.  I had heard quite a bit through phone 

calls, emails, and word of mouth but figured a personal meeting would 
be a good thing.  I didn’t have a presentation…just there to hear 

people out.  At one time, I told the group that I had to be careful what 
I said as even though I am a State employee, the funding for my job 
comes from USDA.  The reason I said that is so the group would 

understand I can’t stand up there and talk negatively about the 
Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act or the USDA because of my personal 

viewpoints.  It is my job when I am in public to support the goals of 
the USDA and our federal government which enacted this legislation.  
But let me be perfectly clear, it does NOT mean I do not listen to your 

concerns and advocate for all of the food service directors across the 
state.  I advocate for food service directors to all interested parties 

including USDA.  I understand, some attendees at the meeting thought 
my statement meant I don’t advocate strongly for the challenges in 
the field which is simply false.  So to all of the people at the meeting 

and all of the other food service directors in the state, if you have 
concerns/comments/questions, please let me know, I do forward them 

on as appropriate, but also know that I am advocating for you, quietly, 
professionally, and appropriately behind the scenes. 

2) Share Tables – We get a lot of questions on this topic, more now than 

ever with the new meal pattern and all of the “leftover” fruits and 
vegetables.  One of our consultants, Diane Golzynski, went right to the 

Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) 
to get clarification.  As you can see by the attached memo, share 
tables are allowable so long as it meets the criteria: 

a. The food is dispensed so that it is protected from contamination 
and the container is closed between uses. 

b. The food is in an unopened original package maintained in sound 
condition. 

What it boils down to is that MDARD is recommending that pre-

wrapped, commercially packaged, or whole uncut fruits/vegetables 
that need to be peeled before are allowable for share tables.  This does 



include apples wrapped before serving and unopened containers of 
milk, yogurt, or other potentially hazardous foods so long as they are 

maintained for time/temperature controls (i.e., hasn’t been on the 
share table for more than 4 hours at room temperature). 

 
3) Flexibility – Another topic that came up at the meeting was the rumor 

that the State was out to get people under the new meal pattern and 

take money away.  Again, this is simply not true.  I have been 
preaching flexibility with our staff of Analysts and Consultants.  The 

emphasis this year will be on Technical Assistance whenever possible.  
Now, for example, if you outright don’t serve milk, that is a different 
story but with all of the challenges going on and it being a transition 

year, we know it will take some time.  Our last conference call with 
USDA indicated they want states to be flexible as well.  You can see 

the federal flexibility on how they clarified the AfterSchool Snack 
program which will result in many more students being eligible for the 
AfterSchool Snack Program.  We are waiting to see if they issue any 

further clarifications on the issues you are all struggling with (calories, 
portion sizes, 6 cent certification, food waste, etc.). 

4) USDA Foods – Speaking of flexibility, in a prior Weekly News I told you 
all that we would be flexible in your use of USDA Foods.  I am going to 

be a little more blunt so as to make sure you are all using USDA Foods 
in the best interest of your operation.  If you are using USDA Foods 
that are not completely in accordance with the portions within the new 

meal pattern, it will not be an issue during a validation or CRE review 
this school year. 

   
5) Webinars – I have attached a list of webinars that I received from the 

Mid-West Region Office of USDA.  It shows many upcoming webinars 

available for State Agencies, School Nutrition staff, and even parents 
and administrators.  Topics include “Parent Leadership Series: School 

Meals – Challenges and Opportunities,” “Fuel Up to Play 60,” “Helping 
School Districts Implement Nutrition Policy from All Levels,” and 
“Alternative Breakfast: Engaging Stakeholders” among others.  Check 

them out and see which ones might be of interest to you or others you 
know.   

 
So keep up the good work.  As I stated earlier in this email, USDA and MDE 
are aware of the challenges in the field and are trying to be as flexible as 

possible.   
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