
 
One more day until Thanksgiving.  Before you enjoy the long weekend, here is the 
latest: 
 

1. Farm to School - Thank you to those of you who responded to the USDA 
Farm to School Census! We wanted to make sure you knew that the results 
from the census are now live. They can be found at 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census.  From a national perspective, 
USDA estimates that 43% of public school districts across the country have 
an existing Farm to School Program in place, while another 13% of school 
districts surveyed are committed to launching a Farm to School Program in 
the near future. Additionally, in School Year 2011-2012, schools purchased 
and served over $350 million in local food! Michigan had an overall response 
rate of 52%.  Of those that responded, 40% are currently participating in 
farm to school activities. USDA estimates that local purchases in our state 
are valued at approximately $4,404,768.  Please remember these statistics 
reflect only self-reported data.  To check to ensure that your district has 
successfully completed the census, please visit 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/census. To find your school, start at 
our state & district section, click on the state of Michigan, and then click on 
the “Explore MI School Districts” button at either the top or bottom of the 
state summary page.  If you did not have a chance to complete the census 
earlier this spring, USDA is accepting submissions until November 30.  Please 
simply email Matt Benson at matthew.benson@fns.usda.gov and let him 
know that you would like to complete it.  

2. Direct Certification - For information on guidance for direct certification 
requirements for National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, 
please see Food Service Administrative Policy No. 9 – SY 2013-2014 at the 
following link:  
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Administrative_Policy_No_9_Guid
ance_for_Direct_Cert_Requirements_438855_7.pdf.  

3. Job Opportunity – United Dairy Industry has a job opening posted.  Check it 
out to see if you or someone you know might be 
interested.  http://jobview.monster.com/School-Nutrition-Program-Manager-
Job-Okemos-MI-127631707.aspx. 

4. Paid Lunch Equity – Attached is the new Paid Lunch Equity memo.  The PLE 
tool is NOT available yet.  We will send it out when it is available. 

5. Let’s Move – Attached is an email regarding a lot of information related to 
the Let’s Move campaign.  I encourage you to check it out. 

6. Free Salad Bars - Did You Say FREE??  Yes, you read that correctly.  Let's 
Move Salad Bars to MIDWEST Schools is a special campaign of the United 
Fresh Foundation, under the umbrella of the national Let's Move Salad Bars 
to Schools (LMSB2S) initiative.  The goal of Let's Move Salad Bars to 
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MIDWEST Schools is to increase children’s fruit and vegetable consumption 
by donating salad bars to schools in IL, IN, MI, MN, OH and WI.  School salad 
bars are an effective strategy to increase students’ fruit and vegetable 
consumption and help them develop healthier eating habits. Salad bars are 
also an easy way for schools to meet the new nutrition standards for school 
lunch, which double the amount of fruits and vegetable served and 
emphasize a colorful variety.  It’s easy for schools to apply for a salad bar. 
Visit www.saladbars2schools.org to complete an application. For information 
about Lets Move Salad Bars to MIDWEST Schools, contact Andrew Marshall  
at (202) 303-3407, amarshall@unitedfresh.org or Diane Golzynski at 
(517) 373-3383, golzynskid@michigan.gov. 

7. Summer Food Service Program Policy Overload – Last week USDA issued 8 
policy memos related to SFSP.  We have attached them all.  Here is the 
“title” for each one so you know something about each memo: 

a. #2 – Mobile Feeding Options 
b. #3 -  Census Data Release 
c. #4 -  Promoting Nutrition in Summer Meals 
d. #5 -  Use of School and Census Data 
e. #6 – Available Flexibilities for CACFP At Risk Sponsors 
f. #7 – Expanding Awareness and Access for Summer Meals 
g. #8 – Meal Service Requirements 
h. #9 – SFSP Q & As  

8. Smoothies – USDA has expanded on the types of food and the items that can 
be credited.  Yogurt can now be credited as part of the meat/meat alternate 
and is probably the most significant change but read all the details in  
SP 10-2014 which is attached.   

9. Breakfast – I wanted you to hear this from me since this topic has not been 
widely discussed.  It is possible to claim more than one breakfast per student 
if you have leftover breakfasts to serve.  To be in compliance, you MUST only 
prepare for one meal per child but if food is leftover a student can come after 
everyone has been through the line and get a second breakfast.  In no case, 
can you claim more than the total number of free and reduced eligibles.  And 
be aware that in a review, if MDE determines you were not properly 
preparing for one meal per student per day, those meals will be disallowed.   

10. School and Youth Garden Grants – Here is some information I wanted to 
share:  “Hello!  I'm, Julia Parker-Dickerson, Director, from the Youth 
Education Programs at the National Gardening Association, a 501c3.  This 
year we have a number of open grant programs that can help to start or 
sustain an established garden.  We have 150 awards open to schools, youth 
groups, and community gardens at present and more expected to open as 
the year goes on!  We are offering 50 of our awards to any and all 
international garden programs as well as United States based youth 
gardens.  I have included links directly to applications below.  You can also 
visit http://grants.kidsgardening.org/.” 
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Have a great holiday weekend!! 
 
 
Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
 
“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child 
nutrition programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering 
partnerships to ensure the nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
 


















































