
From: Bushong, Linda (MDE) On Behalf Of Leikert, Howard J (MDE) 
Sent: Tuesday, December 18, 2012 3:59 PM 

To: MDE-SchoolNutrition 
Subject: Weekly News from MDE 121812 

 
Back from a staff meeting in the Roscommon area.  Here is the latest: 
 

1) Salsa Consumer Warning - Attached is the press release about Garner 
Gourmet salsa, which was produced by an unlicensed processor and sold 

to schools and others for fundraising.  If you have any of this companies 
targeted products, please dispose of as described in press release. 

2) School Health Index – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

is excited to announce the recent release of the 2012 School Health Index 
(SHI): Self-Assessment & Planning Guide, an on-line, interactive 

assessment tool to reflect new 2012 changes. The SHI is an online self-
assessment and planning tool that schools can use to improve their health 
and safety policies and programs. The SHI 2012 adds sexual health as a 

new topic, updates nutrition questions to reflect the Institute of Medicine’s 
Nutrition Standards for Foods in Schools, and revises the cross cutting 

questions to be more integrative. Changes have been made to many of 
the SHI modules to incorporate the new topic, update content on existing 

topics, and reflect a more coordinated approach to school health. 
 http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/shi/. 

3) Informative Videos - Check out our Michigan Stars: View a short video 

featuring Michigan Child Nutrition Stars: Lorie Grant, David Rose, Carl 
Merkle, and Marie Wolfe. They discuss how they use student input to build 

better meals. It also features Chef Dave and his signature sauces tips. 
View the short video here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBNkgziICuA&feature=share&list=PLa

qD6X6pQgmLVoTVTBnzSmrmfmFdDp8HI. To view the Michigan Team 
Nutrition Meeting the Challenge Recipe book go here: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Meeting_the_Challenge_Recip
e_Book_403050_7.pdf. 

4) Whole Grain Recipes – We were asked when the new recipes using whole 

grains will be available.  USDA has informed us it will likely be in May 
when these new recipes are available.   

5) Deadline Alert!!! – Sorry for the late reminder but we still have not hit the 
target number of applications (currently 44) so….. Apply for Team 
Nutrition mini-grants!  The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is 

pleased to announce the Michigan’s School Day Just Got Healthier Mini-
Grant Opportunity.  Up to 50 (fifty) grants, each up to $1,000, will be 

made available for this initiative.  This is a grant program targeting 
schools participating in the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast 
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Program (SBP).  This mini-grant application can be found at 
https://www.research.net/s/MHL5RJG. The deadline is Wednesday, 

December 19, 2012.  Details about grant requirements are attached. 

6) Summer Food Service Program – It is not too early to make plans for 

serving your students over the summer.  FNS has revised SFSP 07-2013: 
Summer Feeding Options for School Food Authorities to include additional 
Program simplifications for School Food Authorities currently in good 

standing in the National School Lunch or Breakfast Program and applying 
for participation in the Summer Food Service Program. Attached is the 

memo from USDA. 

7) Meat/Meat Alternate and Milk Guidelines – USDA has issued new 
information in relation to Meat/Meat Alternates and Milk.  Attached are 

the actual pdfs received from USDA. 

That is it for now.  For those of you leaving shortly for the Holidays, I wish you all a 

Happy, Healthy and Safe Holiday Season!!! 
 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 
Supervisor 

School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 

517-373-3892 
517-373-4022 Fax 
 

 
Supporting achievement for EVERY student through a Proficiency-Based system of 

education. 
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