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FUN FACT 
Nationwide: 
55% of charter 
schools  are 
located in cities, 
21% in suburban 
areas, 8% in towns, 
and 16% in rural 
areas 

National Center for 
Educational Statistics

eNews subscribers include PSA leaders, special educators, ISD Directors and Monitors, Management 
Companies, Authorizers, agency representatives, and others who have an interest in, and/or work with 

charter schools. 

Know someone who would benefit from this newsletter? 
Fall brings change. Be sure to have new staff sign up for delivery of this eNewsletter. 

Requests / changes should be sent to: PettitT2@michigan.gov  

Did You 
Know? 
Michigan Special Education Reference
The MI-SER can be easily accessed from the OSE website at www.michigan.gov/ose-eis, or by 
clicking here.  

Do you know where you can easily find policy and regulatory information about special 
education?  

Now there is an online database for state and federal special education documents called the 
Michigan Special Education Reference (MI-SER). The Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE), Office of Special Education (OSE) oversees the MI-SER as part of its commitment to 
better serve its stakeholders. 

The MI-SER provides access to policy and regulatory documents, including: 

FEDERAL 
• U.S. laws and regulations, such as the:

o Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
o Elementary and Secondary Eduation Act (ESEA)

• U.S. Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) policy letters and document
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

• Michigan laws, such as the:
o State Constitution
o Michigan Revised School Code

• Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education (MARSE)
• OSE documents, such as the:

o Procedural Safeguards
o Individualized Education Program (IEP) model forms

You can find documents in the electronic table of contents. You can search key words and 
phrases through the powerful search engine. 

The OSE ensures that only the most current and reliable versions of these documents are 
available in the database. 
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Resource 

Disability Connection: 
10 Things You Need to Know for Back-to-School 

1. Reduced-Price/Free Breakfast or Lunch
Each year, thousands of public and nonprofit private schools and residential child care 
institutions serve nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free meals to children from low income 
families. 

• Who is eligible? Use this Income Eligibility chart from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service to find out if your child can get free or reduced-
price meals this school year.

• Do you receive Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits? Your child
automatically qualifies for free meals.

• Want to sign up? You can apply at any time during the school year, but keep an eye out
for the 2013/2014 application, which may be sent home with your child during the first
week of school. For more information on Child Nutrition Programs in your state,
visit www.fns.usda.gov/office-type/child-nutrition-programs

2. National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY)
Fact Sheets are a great starting point for anyone who is living or working with a child who has a 
disability. Written specifically to meet the needs of parents and educators, NICHCY's fact sheets 
on specific disabilities School Breakfast Program (SBP) and the National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP), (e.g., autism spectrum disorders, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome) cover definitions, 
causes, characteristics, educational considerations and helpful organizations to contact for 
further information. Most also include available supports (by age group), tips for parents and 
teachers and a brief story about a child who has that particular disability.   

3. Individualized Education Program (IEP)
An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a written document that sets reasonable learning 
goals for a student with a disability and documents the services and supports that will be offered 
by the school district to meet his or her unique educational needs. Any child who goes to a 
public school and receives special education and related services must have an IEP, which is 
developed by a team of key school staff, the student's parents and the child, when appropriate. 

• Where can I learn more? NICHCY offers an in-depth guide on "Developing Your Child's
IEP," as well as this fact sheet on "10 Basic Steps in Special Education." You may also
want to watch this helpful five-part video series on "The IEP Team Process: A
Framework for Success," which was produced by the Exceptional Children's Assistance
Center, a North Carolina Parent Training and Information Center (PTI).

• How do I find a PTI near me? Parent Centers provide training, information and
assistance to families of children with disabilities from birth to 26 years old. Visit the
Parent Technical Assistance Center Network website to find a PTI in your region.

4. Power Up! Apps for Kids with Special Needs and Learning Differences
An educational guide that was created by Common Sense Media to help parents choose the 
best online supports for kids who struggle with traditional learning. The apps are organized into 
six different categories: Communication, Social Interaction, Organization, Reading, Mathematics 
and Motor Skills, and vary by the level of difficulty (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced). 
For each category, an overview is included with a list of the typical challenges that kids face, 
how to choose apps that match their needs, additional resources and suggested activities. 

5. Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM)
Materials such as Braille, large print, audio and digital text, are given to students who are unable 
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to read or use standard print materials to do their schoolwork. Under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 2004, schools are required to provide AIM in a timely 
manner to K-12 students who are blind or have print disabilities in order to help them participate 
and achieve in the classroom. The National Center on Accessible Instructional Materials  offers 
technical assistance to ensure state and local education agencies do their part to implement the 
National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard. The website also includes a Q&A section 
for families and educators.  

6. Teaching Resources
 There are many online resources available for teachers who have students with disabilities and 
want to help them succeed in the classroom and beyond. One example is Do2Learn, a website 
that offers free social skills activities, songs and games, as well as transition guides for 
employment and life skills. The site's Disabilities section covers four topic areas: Definitions; 
Evaluation and Identification; Characteristics and Strategies; and Parents and Teachers. 
Another resource, Edutopia, has a blog, Addressing Bullying of Students with Disabilities, which 
offers recommendations on how to deal with this troubling issue. We Are 
Teachers compiles lessons and resources, including some that pertain specifically to students 
with disabilities (e.g., resources on assistive technology, inclusive activities and self-advocacy 
skills). 

7. Physical Education
Earlier this year, the U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights released guidance on 
its regulations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which require public 
elementary and secondary schools to give students with disabilities an equal opportunity to 
participate, alongside their peers, in extracurricular athletics. Under these regulations, students 
with disabilities cannot be excluded from trying out for and playing on a team. This does not 
mean schools should change the essential rules of a game or provide an unfair competitive 
advantage to a student with a disability - rather, they are required to provide reasonable 
modifications (e.g., using a laser instead of a starter pistol to start a race so a runner who is deaf 
can compete). 

8. Reading Help
Many kids struggle with reading. It is estimated that nearly one million American children (ages 6 
through 21) have some form of a learning disability and receive special education in school. 
That's where Reading Rockets can help. Launched in 2001 as an education initiative of WETA, 
a public television and radio station in Washington, D.C., the website contains information for 
parents and teachers about reading strategies, lessons and activities that can help young 
children learn how to read and build comprehension skills. Reading Rockets also produces 
award-winning television programs for national broadcast on PBS, including A Tale of Two 
Schools, hosted by Morgan Freeman, and the Launching Young Readers serie 

9. Accessible Libraries
Individuals who are blind or have a physical disability may be eligible to receive books and 
magazines in alternate formats, such as audio (talking books) and Braille, delivered free of 
charge through the mail by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped (NLS). Playback equipment, such as digital recorders and cassette machines, can 
also be borrowed at no cost. NLS, which is part of the Library of Congress, provides these 
services through a network of 113 regional and sub-regional libraries across the country. Library 
patrons have access to more than 320,000 book titles, including bestsellers, romances, classics, 
children's books, biographies and mysteries. Visit the to learn more about signing up for the 
program, find out if you are eligible or locate an NLS library in your community. 

10. Disability.gov offers many resources, including those listed in this newsletter, for students
with disabilities, their parents and educators. The site's Education section features information 
on evaluating children for disabilities, accommodations and supports in the classroom, getting 
ready for college, making the transition from school to work and services for infants and 
toddlers. Stay connected to Disability.gov through Facebook, Twitter and Disability.Blog 

Read the Disability Connection newsletter on Disability.gov 
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You Need to Know
Continuous Improvement and Monitoring System - CIMS 
The CIMS August 2013 Part B Workbooks are now live! Visit www.cimsmichigan.org to view and 
acknowledge your reports by September 15, 2013 and complete any required activities. 
Beginning with the August 2013 Workbook, local Determinations Reports are available only on 
the Reports page in the Workbook. Please be sure to review your report and share it with your 
local superintendent. Determinations Reports will be sent to local superintendents for locals who 
receive any of the following Determinations Levels: Needs Assistance, Needs Intervention, or 
Needs Substantial Intervention. New to CIMS? Check out www.cims.cenmi.org for a wealth of 
information, guides, events, and assistance. 

United States Department of Education (USDoE) 
Bullying not only threatens a student's physical and emotional safety at school, but fosters a 
climate of fear and disrespect, creating conditions that negatively impact learning. Unfortunately, 
we know that children with disabilities are disproportionately affected by bullying. 
This week, the Department of Education issued guidance to educators and stakeholders on the 
matter of bullying of students with disabilities. 
Read the guidance to school districts and schools. 

Center for Educational Networking (CEN) - Focus on Results 
Oakland Schools Works to Improve Significant Disproportionality for Discipline 
In response to data showing that Significant Disproportionality for Discipline is a problem in 
Michigan, Oakland Schools, and intermediate school district (ISD), has taken steps to educate 
its districts and statewide colleagues about improving results. 
Significant disproportionality for discipline occurs when students with Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs) of a particular racial or ethnic group are suspended or expelled at a 
disproportionate rate compared to the overall student population. 
Sign up for Focus on Results at: 
http://focus.cenmi.org/wpcontent/themes/FOCUS/subscribe/form.php.   

Bureau of Assessment and Accountability (BAA) 
The Bureau of Assessment and Accountability (BAA) is again pleased to announce additional 
functions now available on the "New" BAA Secure Site located at 
https://baa.state.mi.us/BAASecure/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fBAASecure. A MEIS login and 
password is required to access the new Secure Site. After logging in, if you do not already have 
access to the Secure Site, you will be required to complete the "Request Access" screen. The 
designated district administrator level user for the district will log into the site to review and 
approve or reject requests for access. Please remember that no users from the old Secure Site 
were transferred to the new Secure Site. Districts have been in the process of designating 
district administrator level users over the past few months. 
W-APT Materials and Login Information 
The WIDA ACCESS Placement Test (W-APT) has recently replaced the ELPA Initial Screening 
as the English language proficiency "screener" test given to incoming students who may be 
designated as English learners (ELs).  Districts should no longer be using the ELPA Initial 
Screening and should securely destroy any remaining ELPA Screening materials. The materials 
needed to administer the W-APT are downloadable and can be found on WIDA's website at 
www.wida.us. Login credentials for the WIDA website were sent on August 1st to individuals 
listed as your district's ELPA Coordinator and District Assessment Coordinator in EEM. If you 
did not receive the e-mail from WIDA, please check your spam or junk mail folders and/or check 
with a technology coordinator to be certain that your system is not blocking messages from 
help@wida.us or widahelp@wcer.wisc.edu. If you have any questions, concerns, or difficulty 
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accessing the materials on the WIDA website, please contact the WIDA Help Desk at 866-276- 
7735 or help@wida.us.  

Fall 2013 Assessment Video Cast 
Please join us on Monday, September 9, 2013 for the Fall 2013 Michigan Assessment video 
cast. This event will provide District and School Test Coordinators with the information needed 
to ensure a successful administration of all the Fall 2013 statewide assessments. This video 
cast will consist of 2 sessions covering MEAP and MEAP-Access in the morning and the 
afternoon session will be devoted to the MI-Access assessments. Please be sure to block off 
time for these important events on your calendar. 
American Association of Publishers (AAP) 
The AAP supported a standard format for ebooks. This is great news. Through EPUB 3's 
innovative assistive features, people who are blind or have other print disabilities will have 
access to the same titles at the same time as all readers. Click here for more information.  

Upcoming Professional Development & Events 
Inspire Growth, A Collaboration of Michigan Educators
2013 Bureau of Assessment and Accountability (BAA) Fall Conference
The BAA will be hosting the fall conference at two more locations around the state in mid-
September. The dates and locations are listed below. 
For additional information, please see the MDE Bureau of Assessment and Accountability 
website at:http://mdoe.state.mi.us/MDEDocuments/baa_fall_conference/index.html 

• 9/11/2013 - Eastern Michigan University
• 9/16/2013 - Northern Michigan University

Office of Field Services Special Populations Conference
September 23 & 24 
Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center, East Lansing 
For information contact: Special Populations Unit - OFSSpecialPops@michigan.gov or 517-373-6066

Register here 

16th Annual MAPSA Michigan Charter School Conference 
November 4 & 5 
Cobo Hall , Detroit 
More information coming soon! 

Office of Special Education 1st Annual Fall Forum 
November 4 & 5 
Lexington Hotel, Lansing 
The Fall Forum will provide educational leaders critical information to support the effective 
implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The OSE continues to 
focus on strengthening student outcomes while maintaining high levels of compliance. 
Attendees will have an opportunity to learn about the current issues and trends specific to the 
delivery of special education services in Michigan.   
REGISTER NOW!  

National School Choice Week 2014 
National School Choice Week, an independent public awareness campaign dedicated to shining 
a spotlight on effective education options for all children, will take place from Jan. 26 until Feb. 1, 
2014.  
The fourth-annual school choice celebration will feature thousands of independently planned 
events all across the country, including rallies, roundtable discussions, house parties, film 
screenings and discussion groups. The celebration is nonpartisan and nonpolitical. 
"Every child deserves a quality education regardless of their zip code, family income or learning 
ability," said Andrew Campanella, president of National School Choice Week. "Anyone can host 
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a National School Choice Week event - however large or small - and participate alongside 
hundreds of organizations, thousands and schools and millions of individuals." 
National School Choice Week is comprised of parents, students, educators, civic leaders and 
community members, and raises awareness about all forms of school choice, including high-
achieving traditional public schools, public charter schools, private schools, virtual and online 
schools, magnet schools and home schooling.  
For updates on National School Choice Week 2014, sign up at www.schoolchoiceweek.com 
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