

English Learner Auto Exit Webinar Questions and Answers


The following questions and answers are provided as a follow-up to the June 4, 2020, EL Auto Exit Webinar. They are designed to provide support to LEAs that are preparing to implement the EL Auto Exit process.  The step by step guidance for Exiting ELs created by CEPI and MDE can be found at www.michigan.gov/MDE-EL under the “EL Program” section. 

Timing
Is EL auto exit taking place for the current year (2019-20), or is this starting next year?
It is effective in this current (2019-20) school year.
By which date will MDE auto exit students?
Once MDE receives the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs results back, we will run the process as soon as possible. The State EL Exit date field will be populated with an as-of date of June 30, 2020 (or the current school year).
How or when can districts access WIDA ACCESS scores from this past Spring?
Educators should review the information found in the June 4, 2020 Spotlight edition for specific information on this topic.  All EL Directors and Assessment Coordinators will want to register to directly receive the Spotlight for important notifications. 
When should districts begin updating their local SIS and submitting manual exits? 
Districts will begin updating their local SIS and manually exiting students as soon as OEAA releases the notification in the Spotlight that the scores are available.
Will districts be able to do a manual exit in the 2nd round of data reporting?
Students in grades 3-12 who test proficiently on the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs will not require a manual exit.  These students will be auto exited.  
For those small groups that meet the exit criteria and need a manual exit, including those in grades K-2, timing will depend on when Michigan receives the results. See future Spotlights for timely updates.  
EL Entrance & Exit Criteria
Where can we find an official Entrance and Exit Protocol document that includes the new exit criteria, to put in our Handbooks?
All things related to EL can be found at www.michigan.gov/MDE-EL, including the updated Entrance and Exit Protocol.  
Have the criteria used to identify students as EL with the K W-APT or WIDA Screener changed?
No, the identification criteria are unchanged and are detailed in the Entrance and Exit Protocol. 
If parents choose to refuse EL services, do we select “refuse services” in MSDS?
Yes, districts will use the code “refuse services” in MSDS.  Note, a parent’s refusal of services does not remove a student’s eligibility as an EL. A refusal of services, commonly referred to as an “opt-out,” removes services.  A district may not exit a student as EL until they test proficient or graduate.
Assessment Validation Process
How do I know if my WIDA materials I shipped back were received by Data Recognition Corporation (DRC)?
Educators can review the Return Materials Receipt Report in WIDA AMS. This report shows the materials received at DRC and checked in by the warehouse. Directions for accessing the report can be found in the WIDA AMS User Guide.
For the accountable student report currently on the OEAA - if students who were exempted by the State (in December false LEP window) to test are on this report, but were already sent up in an SRM, do we need to do anything in MSDS? Why are exempted students on the accountable report?
Students that received a WIDA Exemption for False EL were incorrectly displayed on the Accountable Students and Demographics Report in the OEAA Secure Site. This issue has been resolved, and they should no longer be displayed.  If a False EL exemption was approved, you should not do anything in MSDS, even if your district MSDS user receives a warning. OEAA and CEPI will be working on this over the summer to ensure students have not identified again as EL.
In OEAA demographics, it wouldn’t let me check “done” when updating my demographics. Why is that?  A window came up and said the task wasn’t allowed. 
If you have modify abilities in the OEAA Secure Site, you should be able to check the completed task on the full list of Accountable Students and Demographics. OEAA does not use this field. It is just a tool for districts and schools to verify that they have reviewed these reports.
Students Unable to Test in One or More Domains
What about the students who were unable to test?  Is this just a ‘free’ year for them, and they test next year?
Accountability measures and systems around EL participation will not be reported for 2019-20. The next opportunity for students to take the state summative EL assessment (WIDA ACCESS or WIDA Alternate ACCESS) will be Spring 2021.
Students who were able to complete some, but not all, parts of WIDA ACCESS are not eligible for an exit. Is this correct? 
Per a policy decision made by the U.S. Department of Education (question 14), students who were unable to complete all parts of WIDA ACCESS due to the closure of schools because of Covid-19 are unable to be EL exited based on the scores from those completed domains. 
If a student took all domains of the WIDA ACCESS except Writing, will it be scored?
Yes. The student will receive a score for all domains completed.
False EL
Sometimes native English speaking students have been incorrectly identified as EL and have been required to take the WIDA ACCESS. Once the WIDA is taken, students who do not show proficiency continue taking a test that they should not. How does that get corrected?
The MDE provides a WIDA Test Exception or False EL window for these cases.  The window opens mid-December and closes at the end of January.  Please ensure your pupil accounting staff and relevant EL staff are prepared to submit the request by reading the December editions of the Spotlight. The False EL guidance can be found on the www.michigan.gov/WIDA website or at this link.
We have a student with disabilities who takes the WIDA Alternate ACCESS and is non-verbal. Can we submit a false EL request, so we do not have to WIDA test him?
No. However, you can submit a request for a WIDA Test Exception.  Students with identified disabilities may qualify for test exceptions.  This annual window opens in mid-December in the OEAA Secure Site and can be used to exempt a student from one or more domains of the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs. Educators should review the guidance found at www.michigan.gov/wida for more information.
Impacts of EL Auto Exit
Can districts update their data with an SRM as they have in the past?
Districts will only submit EL Exits in SRM for that small population of students that are not in grades 3-12 and meet the proficient exit criteria.
The streamlining of the process is nice with auto exits, but it feels like more work from the pupil accounting end since we will have to cross-reference what was automatically done with what we have done in our SIS (Student Information System). Right now, we enter all that we know and do the SRM or collection. This feels likes a step that may cause our pupil accounting department more work. 
We expect that it will be less work once all the information is updated in your local SIS as the only upload to MSDS in the SRM would be for that small population that is not in grades 3-12.
Can you speak to old data in MSDS we may get warnings/errors on (16-17 has a lot of these come up) will these be expected in MSDS?
As soon as the 2020-21 Component Matrix is published, you may see changes to a lot of the EL related business rules.  100.29 will remain a warning but will look slightly different. It will only “fire” if, in the current school year, the EL component is not reported and had been reported without an EL Exit date in the four prior school years.  There will be a new certification rule that is an error, 100.63, which will fire if an EL was reported without an EL Exit date in the previous collection and is not reported in the current collection.  There are other business rule changes regarding exits that have also been updated.  Please review the 2020-21 Component Matrix when it is published. 
Will a conflict occur if the exit date entered in the Local SIS does not match the Auto-exit date created by the auto exit process?
No, both dates will show within the student history details.
Will the State EL/LEP Exit Date show up when we pull the Data Hub SnackPack for a student?
Not yet, neither the State EL Exit date nor the EL Exit Date within the EL component are part of the Snack-Pack, but we are looking into it for the future.
Do you have to automatically exit each student even if they will be EL next year?
The State will not perform an auto exit for a student who does not meet the EL exit proficiency criteria outline in the Entrance and Exit Protocol, nor should a district submit a manual EL exit date if a student does not meet the criteria.
Students who were able to complete some, but not all, parts of WIDA ACCESS are not eligible for an exit. Is this correct? 
Students who were unable to complete all parts of WIDA due to the closure of schools because of Covid-19 are unable to be exited based on the scores from those completed domains. This is a policy decision made by the U.S. Department of Education (question 14).
Local Student Information System (SIS) Specifics
Can marking yes or no for the EL exit in PowerSchool negatively impact the auto exit?
According to users familiar with this PowerSchool issue: if you are a PowerSchool User and you are entering the auto exit date into SIS, select yes, and this will remove the EL component from future reporting for the child. 
If you are manually reporting the exit, you will select no, so that the EL component reports for the child. After you have successfully uploaded the data to MSDS, change this response to yes, and the EL component will stop reporting for that child.  
One PowerSchool user noted, “Include Title III....in MSDS Reporting - that box must be checked with their exit information, once the SRM has been submitted, and you verify that it is correct, you can go back into PS and uncheck that box.”
Do you know if there are any issues with Synergy SIS?
No issues have been reported to CEPI or MDE regarding el exits not being uploaded to MSDS using Synergy SIS.  Please share any issues with CEPI and MDE that may arise.
EL Exits for Specific Subsets of Students
If we come across a center-based program for students with disabilities that are older than 21, what process do we use to exit them based on their age?
For any student with disabilities over age 21 that also receives EL services, it is recommended to report them with the EL component and whatever programs or services they receive.  Because of their age, they would be ineligible to receive Title III or Section 41 funding for services. They will not be included in the federal reporting of Title III English Learners.
Is there a process to exit exchange students?
If the exchange student was reported with EL services, took the WIDA ACCESS test, and was proficient, the auto exit will take care of those.  For other exchange students that were reported as EL but left either before or didn’t test proficient, those remain in the system.
Should we exit students that met exit criteria LAST year, but were not exited? Should we exit them BEFORE we exit students for this new batch?
Districts may submit an SRM now to exit students in this situation with the 6/30/2019 date provided that they met the exit criteria in 2018-19. If these students took the WIDA ACCESS again this year, districts may wait and use the auto exit process to exit them.  Note the auto exit process will only be trigger if they tested proficient and met the exit criteria on this year’s testing. 
Is the MSDS code for an exit for a student who graduated the same as a proficient exit?
For reporting purposes on the “back end,” the district exit date is also added into the EL exit date field and is used in reporting in the same way a proficient exit is used.
If districts exit seniors in the graduating exit window instead of the code that shows ELs who met language protocol, will that affect our percent of students who met proficiency? Would it be beneficial for us to include them if they met the Entrance and Exit protocol?
Yes, all students, including graduating seniors, that meet EL exit criteria should be reported in local and state systems as EL exited.  If WIDA results are back in time for EOY collection, districts would report both the district exit date, graduate code, and the EL exit date matching district exit date with the MSDS proficient code. 
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