
Equitable Services

Training



Agenda

• Roles and responsibilities of an equitable service ombudsman

• Allowable services of Title I, Part A, Title II, Part A, & Title IV, Part A

• Consultation process and resources

• Resolving a concern

• Overview of Nonpublic School Membership Report
• Why it is important

• How to file

• Troubleshooting common problems



Equitable Service Ombudsman

• In accordance to the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) of 2015, an ombudsman is to help ensure 
equity for private school children, teachers, and other 
educational personnel. Each state educational agency 
shall designate an ombudsman to monitor and 
enforce the requirements of this part pursuant of 
Section 1117(a)(3)(B).



Duties of an Ombudsman

• Monitor equitable services under Title 1, Part A, Title 1, part C, Title II, Part 
A, Title III, Part A, Title IV, Part A 

• Enforce equitable services under Title 1, Part A, Title 1, part C, Title II, Part 
A, Title III, Part A, Title IV, Part A

• Monitor affirmation of consultation between districts and private schools 
by reviewing documentation to ensure a timely, meaningful, and mutually 
agreed upon plan.

• Resolve disagreements between public school districts and private schools 
as outlined in the complaint process.

• Collaborate with Office of Field Services and Nonpublic School Unit.

• Provide information and/or training of equitable services.

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_51051---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81351_81352_35175---,00.html


Website
www.Michigan.gov/mde-esombudsman

http://www.michigan.gov/mde-esombudsman
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Timeline
Spring

Provide Data to LEA 
so They Can Develop 
Application

Late Spring

Evaluation of 
Current Year 
Programming and 
Determine Needs 
for the Following 
Year

Summer

Agreement of 
Services

Fall

Equitable Services 
Provided By Local 
Education Agency 
(LEA)

Early Winter

Review of 
Programming 
Ongoing 
Consultation

Amendments 

Late Winter

Continual Services 
and Consultation 
With LEA



When do we discuss NEEDS

• The first time you meet for Meaningful Consultation you should be ready 
to provide numbers of Free and Reduced Lunch students and your total 
student population number

• The LEA should be able to give you an approximate allocation for Title I & II

• The LEA and the Private school should be ready to discuss services needed, 
who will provide the equitable services, when will it start and where they 
will be delivered

• This is an ongoing process between the LEA and YOU, changes and 
adjustments and final allocations will be discussed at amendment time 
Dec.15th – Jan.15th. Funds can increase so be prepared with more ideas for 
Equitable Services



Preparing for Consultation

• Comprehensive Needs Assessments

• School Improvement Plan 
• Specific plans regarding professional development

• Enrollment and free/reduced lunch counts

• Enrollment count to include -Migratory – English Language Learners -



Talking Points During Consultation Process

• How the student’s needs will be identified

• What services are offered

• How and when the services will be provided

• How the services will be assessed and results used to 
improve services

• Who will provide the services?

• Amount of funds available to serve the private school 
students, teachers, educational personnel and, in some 
cases, parents

• Review the dispute resolution  procedures with the private 
school





What are allowable services of Title I, Part A

• Instructional supplementary support for the lowest functioning students 
there must be a process for determining the list of students served

• The service must benefit the student not the institution

• Instruction during or after school must be provided by a Highly Qualified 
Teacher paid by the Local Educational Agency (LEA). Third party vendors 
are allowed and have flexibility with HQ

• Materials necessary to assist the student with increasing their achievement 
this would include computers, calculators, and other supplies. These 
materials are purchased and owned by the LEA

• Must have a process that shows data that the students have a NEED for 
specific services.



What are allowable services with Title II, Part A

• Title II purpose is to improve teacher quality

• Must again show a NEED for specific Professional development : What 
do you expect a specific conference to deliver that meets your staff’s 
NEEDS

• Title II conference or professional development are paid by the LEA 
and never can a check be written to a private school this includes a 
Diocese or Archdiocese

• Conferences should be in state if there is no in state conference 
covering your schools NEED then out of state is permissible.

• All out of state conferences are must be pre approved by MDE and 
the costs must be Reasonable and Necessary



What are allowable services with Title IV, Part A

• There are three categories Title IV funds can be used for :

• 1. Well Rounded Education

• 2. Safe Schools

• 3. Technology ( has a limit of 15% of funds dedicated to technology)

• Title IV is very flexible even for purchases for Private School use!

• Should be the same for 2018 – 2019 school year. 



Miscellaneous Items: FYI

1. Carryover: LEA responsible to spend all dollars

2. Unused funds by the private school

3. Transferring funds by the LEA.
a. must be discussed first, before a decision is made

b. If all funds are transferred must redo Equitable Service calculation with 
the new total before any reservations.

c. LEA must give the PnP a written explanation if requested.



Process for Resolving Issues
•All attempts should be made with the LEA to resolve 

differences. 

•Check with your Office of Field Services -Fred Williams

• File complaint if the following were violated:
• Complete the consultation in a timely and meaningful manner

• Consider the views of the private school

• Provide equitable services.
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Nonpublic School Reporting Requirements

• Nonpublic Schools complete two annual reports:

• Nonpublic School Membership Report (NSMR) in MEGS+
• Due October 1

• MEGS+ sends report task to the identified Level 5 individual

• NPMR is available in MEGS+ for authorized users to complete each Fall

• Nonpublic School Personnel Report (NSPR) in CEPI
• Due First business day in December 

• CEPI NSPR is available for authorized users to complete each Fall



Nonpublic School Membership Reporting

• The Nonpublic School Membership Report is provided annually to all 
nonpublic schools, including home schools. 

• This form is the Michigan Department of Education’s (MDE’s) method 
of gathering information about the schools. 

• Completion of the form is important because if the school meets the 
reporting requirement of the Nonpublic School Act, students are 
eligible to receive auxiliary services through their local public school 
district or intermediate school district. 

https://mdoe.state.mi.us/gems/Reports/MDENonPublicMembershipReport.aspx
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What Happens Next?.....

• The MEGS+ system will generate an immediate email to the attention 
of the Level 5 authorized user that indicates receipt of application by 
Michigan Department of Education (MDE)

• The MEGS+ system generates an immediate email to the attention of 
Wendy Allison and Kevin Walters, indicating that the Nonpublic 
School entity has submitted the application

• The MEGS+ system immediately marks the Nonpublic School entity 
application as “Application Submitted” in the system

• The application will “disappear” from your view in MEGS+.  Do not be 
alarmed.  That is a great sign that the application was submitted 
correctly



Resources
• Nonpublic and Home School – Michigan Department of Education

• Office of Field Services – Michigan Department of Education

• Ombudsman Site – Michigan Department of Education

• Office of Non-Public Education(ONPE) – United States Department of 
Education (USED)

• Frequently Asked Questions Related to Nonpublic Schools – ONPE

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) - USED

• Title I, Part A – USED

• Title II, Part A – USED

• Title III, Part A – USED

• Title IV, Part A – USED

• EEM Map

• MDE Membership Report Form – Registered Schools

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81351_81352_35175---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_51051---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-esombudsman
https://innovation.ed.gov/what-we-do/non-public-education/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/nonpublic/faqgeneral.html?src=preview
https://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/teacherqual/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/iduestitle3a/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essassaegrantguid10212016.pdf
https://cepi.state.mi.us/eem/EntitySearchGeographic.aspx#notification
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/gems/Reports/MDENonPublicMembershipReport.aspx


Thank you!
Please feel free to contact us.

Theresa Nugent, PhD
Equitable Service Ombudsman
esombudsman@michigan.gov

www.Michigan.gov/mde-esombudsman
517-335-0774 (direct line)

517-281-2973 (cell)

Fred Williams
Manager, Regional Support Unit

Office of Field Services
WilliamsF3@Michigan.gov

517-373-3743

Kevin Walters
Supervisor, Grant Coordination 

and School Support
WaltersK5@Michigan.gov

517-335-0543

mailto:esombudsman@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-esombudsman
mailto:WilliamsF3@Michigan.gov
mailto:WaltersK5@Michigan.gov
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