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FOOD PRODUCT LABELS

School Nutrition Programs
Office of School Support Services
Michigan Department of Education

Child Nutrition Labeling Program

• What is the Child Nutrition (CN) Labeling Program?

• A voluntary Federal labeling program for the Child Nutrition 
Programs

• Applies to food-based menu planning approach

• Administered by Food & Nutrition Service (FNS)
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Products Eligible for CN Labels

• Items that contribute to meat/meat alternate 
component of the meal pattern

• Juice drinks and juice drink products

• Will credit other components as part of these two 
types of products:

example: CN labeled cheese pizza may list 
contributions to m/ma, grains/breads, 

and vegetable/fruit components of the meal 
pattern
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Sample CN Label
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Sample CN Label
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How Does the CN Labeling Program 
Work?
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To Carry CN Labels, Eligible Products Must
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Nutrition Facts Label
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Ingredients List

9



4

Product Formulation Statement (PFS)

• General guidance for reviewing PFS

• Review PFS prior to purchasing processed products

• Determine that creditable ingredients listed in the PFS match a 
description in the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs

• Verify that the credit a product contributes to meal pattern 
requirements is not greater that the serving size of the product

• http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnlabeling/food-manufacturersindustry
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Standardized Recipes
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Standardized Recipes

• Definition:

The United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) defines a standardized recipe as

one that “has been tried, adapted, and retried 
several times for use by a given foodservice

operation and has been found to produce the 
same good results and yield every time

when the exact procedures are used with the 
same type of equipment and the same

quantity and quality of ingredients”
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Standardized Recipes
• Recipe title

• Recipe category

• Ingredients

• Weight/volume for each ingredient

• Preparation instructions (directions)

• Cooking temperature and time, if appropriate

• Serving size

• Recipe yield

• Equipment and utensils to be used
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Standardized Recipes
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Resources

• Child Nutrition Labeling Program
• http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnlabeling/child-nutrition-cn-labeling-

program

• Product Formulation Statements
• http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/TA_07-2010_os.pdf

• Recipes for a Healthy Kids Cookbook 
• http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/recipes-healthy-kids-cookbook-child-

care-centers-0
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Contact Information

Contact MDE School Nutrition Programs at: 

Phone: 517-373-3347

or 

E-mail:

MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov
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