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Dewey or Don’t We: Making Library Collections More Accessible

Boot Camp for Beginners
May 24 – 26, 2010

Stephanie Conarton
Library Services Coordinator
sconarton@dtdl.org

Delta Township District Library

• Class 5 library

• Service population – 30,056

• Cardholders – 27,511

• Collection size – 51,647

• Circulation 
• Old vs. New

• Nonfiction increase
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New building – 30,000 sq. ft.
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Weddings

Subject Dewey
Eti tt 395Etiquette 395
Cakes 641
Clothes 392, 646
Flowers 745
Music 781
Toasts 808
Rites 203
Showers 793
Photography 770

Committee
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Objectives

• Word based nonfiction classification/shelving 
system.

• Empower patrons. 

• Increase access.

• Maintain findability.

BISAC Barnes & Noble Amazon Suggestions
Antiques & Collectibles Antiques & Collectibles Antiques & Collectibles Antiques  & Collectibles

Architecture Art, Architecture, & Photography Arts & Photography

Art Art, Architecture, & Photography Art & Architecture

Biography & Autobiography Biography Biography & Memoirs Biographies & Memoirs

Body, Mind, & Spirit Health, Mind, & Body {Health & Fitness)

Business & Economics Business & Money Business & Investing/ Econ. Business & Money

Computers Computing & Internet Computers & Internet

Cooking Cooking, Food, & Wine Cooking, Food, & Wine

Crafts & Hobbies Crafts & Hobbies Crafts & Hobbies Crafts & Hobbies

Drama **

Education Education & Training Education 

Family & Relationships Parenting & Family/Sex & Relationships Parenting & Families Family  & Relationships

Foreign Language Study Foreign Language

Games Game Books

Gardening Home & Garden Gardening & Horticulture

Health & Fitness Diet & Health Health & FitnessHealth & Fitness Diet & Health Health & Fitness

History History History

House & Home Home & Garden Home  & Garden*** Home

Humor Humor

Language Arts & Disciplines Foreign Language

Law Law Law

Literary Collections ** Literature & Fiction

Mathematics

Medical Medicine Health & Fitness
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BISAC Barnes & Noble Amazon Suggestions
Music Music

Nature

Performing Arts Entertainment Entertainment

Pets Pets Animal Care & Pets

Philosophy Philosophy Philosophy

Photography Art, Architecture, & Photography

Poetry **y

Political Science Politics & Current Affairs Politics/Government/Current  
Events

Politics & Current Events

Psychology Psychology

Reference Reference Reference

Religion Religion & Spirituality Religion & Spirituality Spirituality & Inspiration

Science Science & Nature

Self‐Help Self Improvement

Social Science Social Sciences Social Sciences

Sports & Recreation Sports & Adventure Sports/Outdoors & NatureSports & Recreation Sports & Adventure Sports/Outdoors & Nature

Study Aids Study Guides

Technology Science, Engineering & Technology

Transportation Transportation Transportation Transportation

Travel Travel Travel

True Crime True Crime Crime & Criminals True Crime

Weddings Weddings Weddings

Women’s studies Women’s studies

Advice
Animals

Arts & Crafts
Biographies
Dinosaurs

Cooking & Food
Facts & Trivia

Fairytales & Myths
Fun & Games

Animals
Antiques & Collectibles
Art & Architecture

Biographies & Memoirs
Business & Money

Careers
Computers & Technology

Crafts & Hobbies
Eco‐Living
Education

Entertainment & Media
Facts & Trivia

ANIM
ANTQ
ART
BIOG
BUSI
CARE
COMP
CRAF
ECO
EDUC
ENTE
FACT

ADV
ANIM
ARTS
BIOG
DINO
FOOD
FACT
TALE
FUN

Government & Law
Health & Body

History
Holidays & Celebrations

Jobs & Money
Language

Music, Movies & TV
Outdoors & Nature
People & Places

Family & Relationships
Food & Drink
Gardening
History

Health & Fitness
Holidays & Celebrations

House & Home
Humor

Language & Communication
Law

Literature & Poetry
Michigan History & Travel

FAM
FOOD
GRDN
HIST
HLTH
HOL
HOME
HUMR

LANG
LAW
LIT

MICH

GOV
HLTH
HIST
HOL
JOBS
LANG
MUSI
OUT
PLAC

Poetry & Literature
Religion

Science & Math
Society
Space
Sports

Technology
Transportation

Weird & Mysterious

g y
Music

Politics & Current Events
Science & Nature

Society
Spirituality & Inspiration
Sports & Recreation

Style
Transportation

Travel & Adventure
True Crime
Unexplained
Weddings

MUSI
POLI
SCI
SOC
SPIR
SPOR
STYL
TRAN
TRAV
TRUC
UNX
WED

POET
REL
SCI
SOC
SPAC
SPOR
TECH
TRAN
MYST
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Dewey or Don’t we?
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Spine labels

JuvenileAdult

ANIM
123.4567

ANIM
123.4567

White  label
Subject heading  [size 18]
Dewey # [size 12]
Position ¼ in. from bottom  

Light blue label
Subject heading [size 18]
Dewey # [size 12]
Position ¼ in. from bottom
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Old building – 4,500 sq. ft. 



6/3/2010

11



6/3/2010

12



6/3/2010

13

Tag Ind. Contents 
001 BK0006740170
003 DLC
005 20071019143428.0
010 2007028253
020 9781400064571
020 1400064570 : HRD|c$28.95
037 |bRandom House Inc, Attn Order Entry 400 Hahn rd, Westminster, MD, USA, 21157|nSAN 201-3975

040 DLC|cDLC|dDLC|dNjBwBT
050 00 E841|b.B738 2007
082 00 973 92|222082 00 973.92|222
099 HIST 973.92
100 1 Brokaw, Tom.
245 10 Boom! :|b voices of the sixties : personal reflections on the '60s and today /|c Tom Brokaw.

250 1st ed.
260 New York :|b Random House,|cc2007.
300 xxi, 662 p. :|bill. ;|c25 cm.
500 Includes index.
520 Redefines the tumultuous 1960s, a decade that saw the rise of the rebellious children of the greatest 

generation, to reveal how American social, political, economic, and cultural institutions were 
transformed by an era of dramatic change.

651 0 United States|xHistory|y1961-1969.
651 0 United States|xHistory|y1961-1969|vBiography.

651 0 United States |x Social conditions|y1960-1980.

650 0 Social change |z United States|xHistory|y20th century.

650 0 National characteristics, American.
650 0 Nineteen sixties.
600 10 Brokaw, Tom.
650 0 Journalists |z United States |v Biography.

690 History.
596 DELTA
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Tag     Ind.     Contents  
001 62430793 
003 OCoLC
005 20070112153100.0 
010 2005034768 
020 0716644290 
024    3 9780716644293 
040 DLC|cDLC|dBTCTA
042 pcc
050 00 QP145|b D569 2007050    00 QP145|b.D569 2007 
082    00 612.3|222 
099 J HLTH 612.3
245    04 The digestive system/the urinary system. 
260 Chicago :|b World Book,|cc2007. 
300 48 p. :|b col. ill. ;|c28 cm. 
440      0 World Book's human body works. 
504 Includes bibliographical references and index. 
505     0 What is digestion? -- Teeth and tongue -- From mouth to stomach -- Peristalsis -- The stomach -- The small intestine -- The       

pancreas -- Digestion chemicals -- The liver -- Cleaning the blood -- The large intestine -- The kidneys -- The urinary tract –
Food for growth -- Food for energy -- Kilojoules and calories -- Vitamins and minerals -- A balanced diet -- Food poisoning –
Digestive illnesses Healthy digestion GlossaryDigestive illnesses -- Healthy digestion -- Glossary. 

650      0 Digestive organs| x Juvenile literature.
650      0 Urinary organs| x J uvenile literature.|
650      0 Digestion| x Juvenile literature. 
690 Health & Body. 
710      2 World Book, Inc.
596 DELTA 

MLA Presentation

Frankfort Public Library DistrictFrankfort Public Library District

Melissa Rice

Head of Adult Services

815.534.6177

mrice@frankfortlibrary.org

deweyfree.com

slideshare.net/fpld
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Frankfort Public Library

Frankfort Public Library 
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WHO ELSE IS DOING IT?

Subject Based, Dewey Free

Maricopa County Library District, AZp y y ,
Seward Memorial Library, Seward, NE
Darien Public Library, Darien, CT
Rangeview Library District, Adams County, CO
Indian Prairie Public Library, Darien, IL 
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Subject + Dewey

Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library, Topeka, KS
Delta Township District Library, Lansing, MI
Gail Borden District Library, Elgin, IL

Italian Grill by Mario Batali

Dewey:  SWAN Subject:  Frankfort Public Library 
District

641.5 BATALI
641.5784 BATALI

FOOD 641.5784

Combo: Delta Township

COOKING INTL

COOKING ITALIAN Batali

Subject:  Maricopa County Library 
District, AZ

Combo:  Gail Borden Library District

COOKING AND ENTERTAINING 
641.5784 Batali

Subject:  Ridgeview Library District, 
CO

COOKING INTNTL ITALIAN
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Customer Service Concerns

• How can we make it easier for the patrons?
• Made spine labels smaller so title and author information is 
not covered up

• Removed spine labels from fiction and replaced with genre 
stickers

• Designed our own Youth stickers

• Fiction• Fiction

• Graphic novels

• Series

• Nonfiction
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Patron reaction
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Questions

Stephanie Conarton
sconarton@dtdl.org
517.321.4014 ext 605


