SAMPLE Alignment of 
Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers (PSMT) and 
Advocating Strong Standards-based Induction for Teachers (ASSIST)
The Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers (PSMT) received the State Board of Education approval in May 2008.  The PSMT which includes the Profile of Teachers Knowledge and Skills, offers potential power when consistent common descriptors are used during the preparation of teachers; and for the professional growth of teachers across the first three years of teaching.

The following samples provide an alignment of some of the PSMT standards with some of the resources on the Advocating Strong Standards-based Induction for Teachers (ASSIST) website.  This sample is not comprehensive since there are more than 1,000 tools that may be used from the ASSIST website, and many more descriptors within the PSMT than represented.  

However, this alignment of the PSMT and ASSIST resources provides a ready resource and may prompt additional consideration of ways the standards and the knowledge and skills document can be used along with the ASSIST resources.

December 5, 2008
	Sample Alignment of the ASSIST resources 
and the PSMT with the
Profile of Teacher Knowledge and Skills 


	1. SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE-BASE IN GENERAL AND LIBERAL EDUCATION

	    An understanding and appreciation of general and liberal arts including English, literature, humanities, social sciences, mathematics, natural or physical sciences, and the arts, and the ability to: 



	1a  Synthesize, analyze, reflect upon, and write with clarity and structure about ideas, information, and data from a general and liberal education, and the relationships between the various disciplines; 



	Integrating

	Observation:

Consistently synthesizes, analyzes, and reflects accurate understanding of knowledge from general and liberal arts across various disciplines. 

	ASSIST

	Seeing the “Big Picture” for instruction:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/activities2/I_Grasp_Pattern/Strategy_1_Big_Picture.htm
Exploring Content Expectations:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/activities2/I_Grasp_Pattern/explorecontentexp.htm
On Teaching Science:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/teaches_content/teaching_science.htm


	1b  Understand and appreciate free inquiry in English, literature, humanities, social sciences, mathematics, natural or physical sciences, and the arts; 



	Innovating

	Observation:

Creatively uses free inquiry to invite divergent perspectives across multiple content areas.

	ASSIST

	Tools for teaching content:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/teaches_content/index.htm
Tools for responding to students:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/responds_to_students/index.htm
Analyzing Discussions:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/leads_discussions/discussion_analysis/index.htm
Classroom factors, motivation and cognition:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/managing/resmotivcognition.htm
Tools for responding to students:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/responds_to_students/index.htm


	1e  Understand and respect varying points of view and the influence of one’s own and others’ ethics and values;


	Integrating

	Observation:

Anticipates the possible influence of ethics and values on points of view and critiques different points of view.

	ASSIST

	Forming a classroom where all students feel like valued participants:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/responds_to_students/valuedmembers.html
Analyzing Discussions:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/leads_discussions/discussion_analysis/index.htm
Classroom factors, motivation and cognition:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/managing/resmotivcognition.htm
Tools for responding to students:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/responds_to_students/index.htm


	2. INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN AND ASSESSMENT

	Facilitation of learning and achievement of all students (in accordance with the SBE Universal Education Vision and Principles), including the ability to: 



	2c  Understand the connections between instructional decisions, grading, and assessment data.  Use formal and informal, as well as formative and summative, assessments to evaluate learning and ensure the academic achievement of all students; 



	Emerging

	Observation:

Uses a range of assessment data to make instructional decisions with supervising teacher/mentor support.

	ASSIST

	List of assessment tools:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/assesses_learning/list_tools.htm

	2e  Differentiate instruction in an environment that facilitates each student’s learning and access to an equitable education;



	Emerging

	Observation: 

Differentiates instruction and evaluates learning environment with supervising teacher/mentor support.

	ASSIST

	Planning units and lessons to maximize the success of all students:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/responds_to_students/maxsuccess.html
Acquiring knowledge of cultural characteristics and contributions:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/principal/workbegintchrs/toolacquireknowledge.htm
Enacting an affirming attitude:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/principal/workbegintchrs/toolenactattitude.htm
Examining Assumptions:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/principal/workbegintchrs/toolexamineassump.htm


	2h  Exercise informed judgment in planning and managing time and resources to attain goals and objectives; 



	Applying

	Observation:

Manages time and resources effectively to attain goals and objectives for the class.

	ASSIST

	Planning units and lessons to maximize the success of all students:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/responds_to_students/maxsuccess.html
For beginning teachers: proactive strategies to make the most of your first years of teaching:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/beginteacher/beginteachindex.html
Developing curriculum:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/index.php?showMod=2
Inclusive classrooms:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/index.php?showMod=3


	3. 
CURRICULAR AND PEDAGOGICAL CONTENT KNOWLEDGE ALIGNED WITH STATE RESOURCES 

	Knowledge of subject matter and pedagogy with reference to the MCF and other state sponsored resources, for consistent and equitable learning in Michigan schools, including the ability to: 



	3e  Engage students in activities that demonstrate the purpose and function of subject matter to make connections to the world beyond the classroom and enhance the relationship and relevance to a global society; 



	Applying

	Observation:
Consistently plans and implements activities that engage students with the purpose and function of subject matter to make connections to the world beyond the classroom and enhance a relationship and relevance to a global society.


	MDE WEB RESOURCES

	Michigan Curriculum Framework and Grade Level Content Expectations:
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_30334_51042---,00.html
Positive Behavior Support:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Positivebehaviorsupportpolicy_172347_7.pdf


	ASSIST

	Motivating middle school students to learn mathematics:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/teaches_content/MS_math/motivatingstudents.htm
Building a science learning community:

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/teaches_content/MS_science/scilearncomm.htm
Portraits of science:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/teaches_content/MS_science/portraitsofscience.htm
Choosing challenging learning activities:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/activities2/IV_Daily_Planning/mentchalldisc.htm
Do I know my learners culturally and linguistically?

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/activities2/III_Unit_Planning/Strat_1_Know_Learners.htm
What are some ways to differentiate?

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/activities2/III_Unit_Planning/Strat_2_Ways_to_Diff.htm
Learning Module: Differentiating instruction through technology:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/index.php?showMod=5
ASSIST Brief – Spotlight on aligning curriculum and instruction with standards:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/newsletters/Newsletter1205.pdf


	4. EFFECTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

	Management and monitoring of time, relationships, students, and classrooms to enhance learning, including the ability to:


	4d  Design and implement a classroom management plan that utilizes respectful disciplinary techniques to ensure a safe and orderly learning environment (e.g., instructional procedures utilizing positive behavioral support techniques) which is conducive to learning and takes into account diverse needs of individual students;


	Applying

	Observation:

Utilizing student and parent input, develops rubrics and explanations.  Determines and explains the rules to students and parents, and enforces them in a consistent and fair manner to meet the diverse needs of individual students.  Uses common sense problem solving to provide sufficient guidance, intervention, and discipline necessary to maintain student cooperation.  Approaches parents and administrators for guidance and support when confronted with difficult situations. 

	MDE WEB RESOURCES

	Michigan Curriculum Framework and Grade Level Content Expectations:
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_30334_51042---,00.html
Positive Behavior Support:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Positivebehaviorsupportpolicy_172347_7.pdf
National Technical Assistance Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS):
http://www.pbis.org/main.htm
Michigan's Integrated Behavior and Learning Support Initiative (MiBLSi) (add this address into your browser for resources):
http://www1.cenmi.org/MIBLSI/ 


	ASSIST

	Tools for Class management:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/managing/indexman.htm
Establishing and Teaching rules for a classroom learning community:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/managing/making_rules.htm
Defining and teaching routines to promote learning:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/managing/routinizing.htm
Inclusive Classrooms:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/index.php?showMod=3

	4f  Use a variety of teaching methodologies and techniques (e.g., lectures, demonstrations, group discussions, cooperative learning, small-group activities, and technology-enhanced lessons), and objectively assess the effectiveness of various instructional approaches and teacher actions for impact on student learning;


	Applying

	Observation:
Organizes and implements instruction using a variety of before, during, and after learning strategies that are designed to guide students through the learning process; engages students in cooperative and technology-based learning; stimulates student reflection on prior knowledge and links new ideas to already familiar ideas, making connections to student experience; provides opportunities for active engagement and testing of new ideas; and encourages student to assume responsibility for setting goals, making choices, and self-assessing.


	ASSIST

	Ideas for teaching history to elementary students:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/teaches_content/ES_social_studies/ideasteachhistory.html
Choosing challenging learning activities:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/activities2/IV_Daily_Planning/mentchalldisc.htm
What kind of “smart” are my students?:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/activities2/III_Unit_Planning/Strat_2_Ln_Stu_MI_and_Ln_Style.htm
Involving socially and culturally diverse students:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/leads_discussions/resources/cultural_differences.htm
Orientation for volunteers:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/community/strategies/supporting_volunteers/toolvolorient.htm


	5. Responsibilities and relationships to the School, Classroom, and Student 

	Systematic reflection to organize and improve teaching and develop effective relationships, including the ability to: 



	5c  Develop positive relationships with other teachers, parents/guardians, students, administrators, counselors, and other personnel to benefit students and to influence one’s own professional growth;


	Applying

	Observation:
Actively seeks to develop positive relationships with other teachers, parents/guardians, students, administrators, counselors, and other personnel to benefit students and to advance one’s own professional growth.

	ASSIST

	Questions to ask about your professionalism:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/beginteacher/QsaboutProfess.html
ASSIST Professional Development Planner:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/beginteacher/professionaldevelopment/Professional_development_.pdf
What can I offer schools as a beginning teacher?

http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/beginteacher/whatcanioffer.html
Developing Home School and Community Partnerships:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/index.php?showMod=1
Professional Learning Communities:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/together/seciiplc/indexseciiplc.htm


	5g  Interact with parents/guardians using best practices for personal and technology-based communication to maximize student learning at school, home, and in the local community;



	Applying

	Observation:
Consistently interacts with parents using personal and technology-based communication to maximize student learning at school, home, and in the local community;

	ASSIST

	Resources for engaging communities:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/community/resources_communities.htm
Tools for use in communicating mathematics concepts and addressing issues:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/teaches_content/HS_math/index.htm


	6: RESPONSIBILITIES AND RELATIONSHIPS TO THE GREATER COMMUNITY

	Participation in professional, local, state, national, and global learning communities, including the ability to:



	6c  Demonstrate an understanding and participate in related organizations and activities in the communities in which the teacher works;



	Emerging

	Observation:
Actively seeks information about community characteristics, organizations, and events; demonstrates community support.

	ASSIST

	What does family mean?
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/classroom/community/strategies/knowing_families/toolwhatfammean.htm
Resources for learning about the community:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/veteranteacher/newdistorstate.html

	6f  Participate with professional educators, school personnel, and other stakeholders in collaborative and cooperative planning, decision-making, and implementation, to improve educational systems at all levels.



	Emerging

	Observation:
With supervising teacher/mentor support, participates with site-based professional educators and support professionals in collaborative and cooperative planning, decision-making, and implementation to improve student learning in the classroom.

	ASSIST

	Professional Learning Communities:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/together/seciiplc/indexseciiplc.htm
Cultivating a school culture that supports induction:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/principal/cultureinduction/indexcultinduct.htm
Proactive strategies to make the most of your first year of teaching:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/beginteacher/beginteachindex.html


	7: TECHNOLOGY OPERATIONS AND CONCEPTS

	Use technological tools, operations, and concepts to enhance learning, personal/professional productivity, and communication, including the ability to:



	7e  Implement curriculum plans that include effective technology-enhanced methods and strategies to maximize student learning;


	Applying

	Observation:
Implements and adapts technology-enhanced curriculum plans to differing learning needs.

	ASSIST

	Differentiating Instruction through technology:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/index.php?showMod=5

	7f Apply technology to facilitate a variety of effective assessment and evaluation strategies;



	Applying

	Observation:
Uses assessment results to evaluate the effectiveness of instruction and to modify teaching strategies and plans accordingly.

	ASSIST

	Differentiating Instruction through technology:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/index.php?showMod=5

	7g  Use technology to engage in ongoing professional development, practice, productivity, communication, and life-long learning.


	Applying

	Observation
Includes in own Individual Professional Development Plan (IPDP), the use of technologies and online learning experiences.  Applies learning to improve practice.

	ASSIST

	ASSIST Professional Development Plan:
http://assist.educ.msu.edu/ASSIST/school/beginteacher/professionaldevelopment/Professional_development_.pdf









