State of Michigan
State Board of Education

RESOLUTION

Support of Michigan Libraries

WHEREAS, in 1963 the framers of the Mictngan Constitution ensured that all residents
of Mictligan were entitled to 1it)rary services; and

WHEREAS, the right to borrow books impacts the 1earning and ctevetoprnent of

Mictngan's citizens - children and parents alilee; and

WHEREAS, Article VIII of the Mictligan Constitution gives Mictligan residents a
constitutional right to borrow books from any ht)rary in Mictligan, sut)ject to the rigtlt of the
tit)rary to ctlarge a reasonable fee to recover actual costs incurred in the t)orrowing ; an

WHEREAS, the Legislature has said that the fee must not exceed the costs incurred loy

the lit)rary in rnalzing t)orrowing available to nonresidents; and

WHEREAS, under the State Aid to Public Libraries Act, the Legislature provides State
Aid to put)hc libraries ttlrougtl the Lil)rary of Mictligan; and

WHEREAS, libraries exist to provicte services, and lit)rary services include modern
tectlnology, e.g. free computer access; and fundamental services, e.g. reading rooms and lending

books ; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education agrees with the Department of History, Arts,

and Libraries; and the Mictligan Libraries Association that libraries provi(te valuable services to
Mictligan's citizens; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education supports the rigtlt of all Mictngan
citizens to read, particutarly in these times of glot)at competition; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education believes that all Mictxigan resi(tents,

especiaﬂy students, should enjoy full access to ht)rary resources, particutarly in these times of
g obal competition.

Kathleen N. Straus, President

Actoptect April 10, 2007

Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman and
Superintendent of Public Instruction
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