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Rickettsia RT-PCR Assay

Rickettsia RT-PCR Assay
ANALYTES TESTED:   PRE-APPROVAL NEEDED.  See notes below.
Qualitative detection and differentiation of Rickettsia rickettsii and Rickettsia prowazekii DNA.
USE OF TEST:  Intended for use with specimens from individuals with signs or symptoms indicative of Rocky Mountain spotted fever (RMSF), epidemic typhus, or other rickettsia infections.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:

Test Request Form DCH-0583  (DCH-0583 fillable)

Specimen Submission Guidelines
Transport Temperature: 4°C. Ship on cold packs.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required: Venous whole blood preserved with EDTA or acid citrate dextrose Solution A (ACD-A).
Minimum Acceptable Volume: Fill the specimen tube to the intended fill volume.
Container: Use mailing Unit as supplied.

Shipping Unit: Unit 8.

SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:


Critical Data Needed for Testing: Patient Identifier, date of collection, date of birth
TEST PERFORMED:


Methodology:  Polymerse Chain Reaction (PCR)

Turn Around Time: 7 days.


Where/When Performed: Lansing/Monday through Friday

RESULT INTERPRETATION:

Reference Range:   Rickettsia DNA Not Detected
FEES: 
N/A

NOTES: 

1. Contact the MDHHS Communicable Disease Epidemiology Division (517-335-8165) for approval.

2. Negative results do not preclude Rickettsia infection.
3. An inconclusive result may occur in the case of an inadequate specimen.
4. Positive samples will be forwarded to CDC for confirmation.
5. If inhibitors are present in a DNA extraction, PCR assays may produce a false negative result.
6. A false negative result may occur if a sample is improperly collected, transported or handled.

7. Whenever possible, specimens collected prior to or within 48 hours of administration of appropriate antimicrobial agents should be used to determine infection with Rickettsia.

ALIASES:   Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, Epidemic typhus
Rev. 12/27/2018
AZ.088

