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April 29, 2019 

 
Chairman James Falahee  
Certificate of Need Commission 
c/o Michigan Department of Community Health 
Certificate of Need Policy Section 
South Grand Building 
333 S. Grand Avenue 

Lansing, MI 48933 

 
Via E-Mail: MDHHS-ConWebTeam@michigan.gov    

 
 

Dear Chairman Falahee and CON Commission Members, 

 

This letter is written as formal testimony pertaining to the CON Review Standards for Megavoltage 

Radiation Therapy (MRT) Services/Units, scheduled for review in 2019. 

 

Ascension Michigan recommends the current 8,000 ETV requirement is unsustainable from a long-

term operations perspective for most services.  It would require our facilities to be actively treating 

patients for 8 hours per day, which is the equivalent of 100% utilization for an outpatient service.  It 

does not take into consideration necessary down time for repairs and maintenance, for turnaround 

time between patients, for unexpected delays with patients, and the like. 

 

Requiring facilities to extend their operating hours beyond an 8-10 hour day in order to meet an 

inflated maintenance volume requires very sick patients to come for treatment in early mornings or 

late nights which is not best for patient care. 

 

4,000 ETVs equates to approximately 50% utilization, which is within the national average.  This 

equates to 4 hours per day of active treatment time, which in actuality equates to about a 6 hour 

day of operations.  This is not full utilization, but it certainly justifies the existence of the service and 

seems reasonable as a minimum volume. The MRT SAC did not recommend decreasing the initiation 

volume, therefore this change will not result in more services coming online. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Cacchione, MD 

President, Ascension Medical Group 

Ascension Michigan Market Executive 

 

 

 

Paul J. Chuba MD, PhD, FACR 

Medical Director, Radiation Oncology 

Ascension Macomb Oakland Hospital, Webber Cancer Center 
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