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Summary 
 

The Barry-Eaton District Health Department (BEDHD) 
carried out three objectives focused on preventing skin 
cancer among teenagers, outdoor workers, and staff 
and clients of recreational facilities and child care 
centers in Barry and Eaton counties. The objectives 
included: instituting sun safety pilot programs in two 
schools, increasing awareness of sun safety practices via 
webinars, and utilizing large and small media outlets to 
increase sun safety social norming practices.  
 

Challenges 
 

• Working with schools to craft and implement policy 
changes 

• Reaching the target population to share webinars 
• Seeking participation for the sun safety billboard 

contest 
 

Solution 
 

BEDHD sought submissions from teenagers and young 
adults in Barry and Eaton counties for a sun safe 
billboard design. Although there was initially some 
difficulty in obtaining participation, contacting teachers 
directly aided in an entire class submitting individual 
designs. The winning design received $500. 
 

 
 

 
"Skin cancer prevention is often 

overlooked but vitally important. Our 
efforts have raised awareness of actions 
children can take to protect themselves" - 
Anne Barna, Planning, Promotion and 
Evaluation Manager, BEDHD 

 
 
 

Organization Involvement 
 

Organization Involvement 
 

• Schools use existing resources and educational 
materials to effectively implement a curriculum that 
makes a difference. 

• Employers of all kinds can easily help to educate 
and protect their employees and customers that are 
exposed to the sun. 

• Policy changes are a great way to continue 
prevention efforts. 

 
Results 

 
Pilot school students were evaluated on sun safety and 
skin cancer knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs before 
and after curriculum implementation. School 1 (high 
school) improved knowledge by 3.3%, increased healthy 
attitudes by 8.7%, and increased desired behaviors by 
15.2%. School 2 (6th-9th grades) improved knowledge 
by 29.7%, increased healthy attitudes by 18.7%, and 
increased desired behaviors by 2.4%. Of the few 
webinar feedback surveys completed, 100% said both 
the webinar content and quality were very good, and 
they were very likely to use the information at their 
workplace. 
 

Sustaining the Success 
 

• BEDHD will continue to promote and share the 
archived webinars and website created to promote 
sun safety in our counties. 

• BEDHD established new and sustainable 
relationships with key stakeholders, especially 
school administrators and teachers. 

• Two policy changes were made (one in each county) 
for sustaining skin cancer prevention among teens. 
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