
COVID-19 Resources for MI Bridges Community Partners 
 
Stimulus Checks 
The vast majority of Michigan residents are eligible to receive a stimulus check from the 
federal government this year. This includes individuals with low or no earnings, who 
normally don't file taxes. You could receive up to $1,200 for yourself ($2,400 for a 
married couple filing jointly) and an additional $500 for each dependent child. This 
helpful information has been developed by the University of Michigan to help ensure 
individuals who have not filed income taxes, or do not have a bank account, are able to 
receive this stimulus payment.  

Income from federal stimulus payments will not affect eligibility for public assistance benefits 
such as food assistance, according to the Michigan Department of Human Services 
(MDHHS). Stimulus checks also will not reduce the amount of public assistance benefits that 
anyone receives. See more information here.  

Updated MI Bridges Rack Cards - COVID-19 Information 
We have updated our MI Bridges rack card with additional information on benefits available 
on the reverse side along with a link to resources for the older adult population. This version 
is an additional resource to use only during the COVID-19 emergency. A copy of the updated 
Rack Card is available on our MI Bridges Community Partners Tools & Resources page 
under Community Partner Outreach Materials. 
 
Help us help you when applying for benefits! 
Tell us about your circumstances at the end of the application in the "What else would you 
like us to know?" box. If you’ve been laid off, what date? When did you get your last 
paycheck or expect it and the estimated amount? Where did you work? (Employer name, job 
title, last day of work, date of last check, and employer phone number). If your hours have 
been reduced, what date? For housing expenses, please provide rent amount, landlord name 
and phone number. 
 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer Program (P-EBT) 
MDHHS announced that Michigan is the first state to provide food to families affected by 
school closings caused by COVID-19. Families with children who received free, reduced-cost 
lunches at school will qualify for the new program.  You can find the full press release here 
with more details of the program.   
  
SER Policy changes 
In response to COVID-19, MDHHS will be making the following changes to SER policy in 
order to allow for faster processing of emergency requests and to make access to benefits 
easier to Michigan’s most vulnerable households.  
  
Effective Monday, March 30, 2020 the following SER changes will be in effect and should be 
applied to any case being processed on or after March 30, 2020. 

•  A phone interview is no longer required  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F5be82d507b09%2Fhow-to-get-your-1200-stimulus-check%3Fe%3D5ed6460617&data=02%7C01%7CHarveyJ1%40michigan.gov%7Ca9a49ed03e724189dd9408d7e0a832d7%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637224885315178445&sdata=KuO8RxxIWNwI4nLizr3rh4QGurQWcLnsalbkfd2J35s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F5be82d507b09%2Fhow-to-get-your-1200-stimulus-check%3Fe%3D5ed6460617&data=02%7C01%7CHarveyJ1%40michigan.gov%7Ca9a49ed03e724189dd9408d7e0a832d7%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637224885315178445&sdata=KuO8RxxIWNwI4nLizr3rh4QGurQWcLnsalbkfd2J35s%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_71692-525978--,00.html
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F0%2C5885%2C7-339-71551_82637_82642---%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CHarveyJ1%40michigan.gov%7Ca9a49ed03e724189dd9408d7e0a832d7%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637224885315188435&sdata=ey5XAtMdSKdvQAACGAh1U6svnAxmBKxtf2fpQXsqiLg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F0%2C9753%2C7-406-98158-525248--%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CHarveyJ1%40michigan.gov%7C4ff9a13e8b994b381bd008d7dd635fdc%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637221291186137943&sdata=mxkAWb31qh3BthFiBYmreDY1IBgTLFf824HoPwGyaug%3D&reserved=0


o In instances where changes are reported or there are discrepancies that must 
be resolved, the worker may choose to complete an interview. 

•  Suspension of one-time energy assists  
o SER energy services will no longer be limited to one payment for the remainder 

of the fiscal year however, the service caps will remain the same:  
 $1200 for propane and fuel oil 
 $850 for all other energy types 

•  The non-cash asset limit will be increased to $15,000  
o The non-cash asset limit will be changed to align with the cash asset limit of 

$15,000 for all SER services (except burial when the deceased is the only 
group member). 

o SER groups who are composed of FIP, SDA, SSI, MA and FAP recipients 
continue to have automatic eligibility on the basis of non-cash assets. 

•  Elimination of the shortfall determination  
o DHHS will not be making a shortfall determination for any month for energy or 

utility services until further notice. The required payment amount for electricity, 
heat, water and sewer services is $0. 

Medicaid Bulletin MSA 20-19 COVID-19 Response: Suspending all 
Medicaid Closures (issued on April 6, 2020) 
Per Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and State recommendations, social 
distancing is encouraged to slow the spread of COVID-19 and thus preserve the health 
system capacity for the duration of this pandemic. As a result of the federal emergency health 
declaration, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is 
suspending program coverage closures for all Medicaid programs beginning March 18, 2020 
and will be in effect through the month of April 2020 or until the first of the month following the 
termination of the Governor’s Declaration of a State of Emergency Order (2020-04, COVID-
19), whichever is later. Medicaid coverage will only be closed if the individual moves out of 
state, requests that their benefits close, or they become deceased.  

You can find the full bulletin here.  

This bulletin is being sent to Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) Holders. Medicaid bulletins can 
be accessed on the web at www.michigan.gov/medicaidproviders, click on Policy, Letters & 
Forms. 

Seniors Can Get Meals Safely During COVID-19 Outbreak 
Michigan recently received additional federal dollars to help provide meals to older adults as 
the state responds to the COVID-19 pandemic and wants to make seniors aware of food 
delivery programs. These programs – available to Michigan residents over age 60 – provide 
meals through home delivery and pick up services during the current pandemic. 
  
The need for these services – particularly home-delivered and packaged meals – has 
increased as community measures to slow transmission of COVID-19 have closed meal sites 
and left many family caregivers unable to assist older loved ones.  
  
You can find the full press release here.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIDHHS/2020/04/06/file_attachments/1420212/MSA%2020-19.pdf
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDYuMTk4MDM3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdi9tZWRpY2FpZHByb3ZpZGVycz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.0pSrTL8NYTyCSl78d66Co8T684zpkD72RGdsaLpSYyo%2Fbr%2F77076885039-l&data=02%7C01%7CHarveyJ1%40michigan.gov%7Ce124ee1421e047bae49f08d7da4f7c20%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637217907226157871&sdata=dZN24g8hcZTM7T4ZfQlZSlLngaEnrA70sEW4ur6UZmY%3D&reserved=0
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIMSP/2020/04/03/file_attachments/1419125/JIC%20News%20Release%20107_Seniors%20Can%20Get%20Meals%20Safely%20in%20Michigan%20During%20COVID19%20Outbreak.pdf


 
Effective immediately: there will be no limit on earning Double Up Food 
Bucks. 
In response to COVID-19, Fair Food Network has made a change to the Double Up Food 
Bucks earnings at participating locations. To assist our community in getting the food they 
need, Double Up Food Bucks has temporarily removed the $20 daily limit that a customer 
can earn on fresh fruits and vegetables.  Many of our participating grocery stores and all of 
the farmers markets and farm stands currently open have removed limits.  
  
Please know that this is a temporary change and Fair Food Network will notify you 
immediately of future changes to the program. We will also keep our website updated here: 
https://www.doubleupfoodbucks.org/resources/covid-19/ 
  
If you have any questions, please contact us at info@doubleupfoodbucks.org or at our hotline 
at 866-586-2796. 
 

Additional Food Assistance for 350,000 Michigan Families Approved in 
Response to COVID-19 Emergency 
Approximately 350,000 Michigan families will have access to additional food assistance 
benefits as a response to the COVID-19 outbreak and about 27,000 individuals will be 
temporarily exempt from federal work requirements, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) announced March 27, 
2020. You can find the more information and the full press release here.  
 

Additional Food Assistance Benefits in Response to COVID-19 Emergency 
Extended Through August  
Approximately 350,000 Michigan families will continue to have access to additional food 
assistance benefits during August in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The additional 
food assistance was initially approved for March through July – and now that is being 
extended for August. Eligible clients will see additional food assistance benefits on their 
Bridge Card by August 30 with payments beginning for some households on Thursday, 
August 20. You can find the full press release here.  
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doubleupfoodbucks.org%2Flocations%2F&data=02%7C01%7CHarveyJ1%40michigan.gov%7C749946de18394e493ead08d7d57be5f9%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637212600443634754&sdata=zjbPHVgRjSGORuN8cwe5AhOYW4z7WDoss6rbcWlnpYI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doubleupfoodbucks.org%2Fresources%2Fcovid-19%2F&data=02%7C01%7CHarveyJ1%40michigan.gov%7C749946de18394e493ead08d7d57be5f9%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637212600443644752&sdata=sTClgjUGyfriFZMrFyarVS1mDT1IUn6fmfQZL5k%2FdGg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@doubleupfoodbucks.org
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIMSP/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413201/JIC%20News%20Release%20081_Additional%20Food%20Assistance%20for%20350,000%20Michigan%20Families%20Approved%20in%20Response%20to%20COVID%2019%20Emergency.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIMSP/2020/08/07/file_attachments/1513564/JIC%20News%20Release%20312_Food%20Assistance%20Extension%20August.pdf

