
How to Apply for COVID 
Relief Facility (CRF) 

Status Tier 1 and Tier 2 
and Facility Capacity 

Change

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services will not exclude from participation in, deny benefits of, or 
discriminate against any individual or group because of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, height, weight, marital 

status, partisan considerations, or a disability or genetic information that is unrelated to the person’s eligibility. 



THE 
FLOW

PHA/HASA will send approval or denial of IPRAT recommendations to IPRAT.  IPRAT will send determination letters 
to facilities.

TIER 2 ONLY:  Once a site/virtual visit is complete, LARA will inform IPRAT of their findings.  IPRAT will then submit 
recommendations to PHA/HASA 

IPRAT team member rescores applications and submits recommendations to either: LARA for Tier 2 applications 
or Public Health Administration (PHA) and Health and Aging Services Administration (HASA) for Approval.

IPRAT Team scores the application and determines if a site visit, virtual visit, or application clarification is required.

Apply for Tier 1 or Tier 2 CRF Status or Facility Capacity Change with application link



TIER 1 and Tier 2 CRF Facilities
These facilities meet criteria established in PA 
231 to care for asymptomatic or mildly ill COVID-
positive residents who do not meet criteria for 
hospitalization or COVID Care Recovery Center.

• CRF status allows resident to stay in their 
“home” while recovering in transmission-
based precautions.

• IPRAT supports CRF with COVID unit set up, 
education, and questions.



TIER 1
MSA 21-40 criteria for CR Tier 1: Retain ONLY

• Facility is licensed by the Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs (LARA) as a Nursing Home; and

• Has a designated COVID-positive area (the designated 
area can include a unit, wing, or separate building) and 

• Has dedicated/designated staff to COVID-positive area

• Has an adequate supply of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE); and

• Has adequate testing capabilities to comply at a 
minimum with guidelines set forth by the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

Application link is open!



What does Tier 1 designated staff mean



Not sure you meet qualifications?

• Apply for CRF Tier 1 retention only

• Contact IPRAT at MDHHS-
IPRAT@Michigan.gov requesting an IPRAT site 
visit to assist you in designing your COVID-19 
designated area

• While working with IPRAT the facility is able to
“shelter in place” with their residents if a 
COVID-19 positive occurs

mailto:MDHHS-IPRAT@Michigan.gov


Apply Today



What if I am an approved FY2022 CRF Tier 1 
or 2, but now I need to change my capacity?



COVID Relief Facility Capacity Change
IPRAT can help!

Your determination letter included a capacity 
change survey application link

• Use the link to alert IPRAT you are either
• Increasing bed capacity
• Decreasing bed capacity
• Changing the location of your COVID unit

• An updated floorplan will need to accompany 
application

• Can’t find the link?
• Link is found on MDHHS LTC COVID Plan 

website under CRC and CRF Programs
• IPRAT will process your application and once 

approved a new determination letter will be 
sent

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_100722---,00.html


COVID Relief Facility Capacity Change

REQUIREMENTS
A 10/2021- 9/2022 determination letter from 

MDHHS approving facility as a 

Tier 1 – Retention Only Facility 

OR

Tier 2 – Retention and Admit Facility



What if I am an approved FY 2022 CRF Tier 1 
and received my approval letter, but now I 

would like to be a Tier 2 CRF?



Approved Tier 1 Requesting Tier 2 Retention and Admission

Reach out to IPRAT at MDHHS-IPRAT@Michigan.gov

• Complete the “Change from Tier 1 to Tier 2 CRF Application” in Survey Monkey
• Infection Prevention Certification must be submitted

• Upload floorplan with designated COVID unit and any updates you are requesting
• Unit location, don/doff area for PPE, clean storage, staff break room, staff bathroom etc…

• Collaborate with your IPRAT auditor if they have any questions

• When you submit your completed application, you will receive a Thank You notice 
and will be taken to the MDHHS IPRAT website

• IPRAT will process application and forward to LARA to conduct your virtual visit

mailto:MDHHS-IPRAT@Michigan.gov


TIER 2

Need to meet MSA 21-40 criteria for Tier 1 AND the 
following:

• The NF has a rating of 2 or higher in the staffing 
category of the CMS Nursing Facility Compare Five-
Star Rating by the date of final application approval.

• The NF is not designated by CMS in Nursing Facility 
Compare as a Red Hand Facility, indicating a citation 
for abuse.

• Has available a qualified healthcare professional 
designated as the infection Preventionist (Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention completed and 
documented).

• Has had no infection control (L-level) citations 
from LARA in the last six months. 

• Agree to have facility contact information shared 
with other NFs and hospitals that may need a place 
to discharge or transfer COVID-positive residents. 

https://www.train.org/cdctrain/training_plan/3814


TIER 2

DEDICATED STAFF
• Dedicated staffing is considered met when the NF can 

devote staff to work on their COVID-positive unit by shift to 

serve only COVID-positive residents. NFs determined as 

CRF Tier 2 must be able to devote adequate staff to their 

COVID-positive unit to ensure the NF is able to safely admit 

new COVID-positive residents as community conditions 

may necessitate.



How do I know my status?
Who are the Tier 2 facilities? 

Tier 1 and Facility Capacity Change Requests:
• A determination letter will be emailed by IPRAT each Friday to the email of the person who completed the 

application.

Tier 2:
• A determination letter will be emailed by IPRAT each Friday to the email of the person who completed the 

application.

• Each Friday IPRAT sends HASA an updated list of the approved Tier II facilities. HASA then uploads the list to 
the LTC Plan website Coronavirus - Long Term Care COVID-19 Plan . 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F0%2C9753%2C7-406-98178_100722---%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7CBillsE%40michigan.gov%7C281aedba75c14ddc12e308d9a8858dce%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637726113823289040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=b6cnuK7kZgySQd2L7z9lD6MALGqMPVGOwVrivxFHqnM%3D&reserved=0


MDHHS-iPRAT@michigan.gov

517-335-8165

www.Michigan.gov/IPRAT

@MDHHS

MDHHS-iPRAT@michigan.gov

517-335-8165

www.Michigan.gov/IPRAT

@MDHHS

Contact Us

mailto:MDHHS-iPRAT@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/IPRAT
mailto:MDHHS-iPRAT@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/IPRAT

