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Agenda

❑Overview of the Michigan Governor’s Challenge

❑Review of the Michigan Veteran Connector Initiative

❑Transitions of Care & Collaboration Initiatives

❑Michigan Psych Armor Portal Overview

❑Open Forum/Questions
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❑ Michigan has partnered with SAMHSA and the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to bring the Governor’s Challenge to Prevent 
Suicide Among Service Members, Veterans, and their Families to our 
communities across Michigan.

❑ The Governor’s Challenge is an intensive process that takes each state team 

through the stages of both a Policy Academy model and an Implementation 

Academy model. 

❑ TA is provided by SAMHSA’s SMVF TA Center throughout this process.



Key Efforts and Focus

❑Reducing suicide among service members, veterans, and their 
families;

❑Increasing access to services and support;

❑Expanding state-wide capacity to engage SMVF in public and private 
services;

❑Enhancing provider and SMVF peer practices;
✓Implementing innovative best practices (e.g., Screening 

and Asking the Question – have you or a member of your 
household ever served in the military?) 



Michigan’s 2021 Targeted Efforts
Group # Priority Workgroup Selected Strategy

Group 1 Health providers and other community partners will 
identify SMVF and be provided information on how to 
make referrals to appropriate care.

Launch (Ask the Question) initiative/’MI Veteran Connector' to medical 
community and EMS throughout MI. 

Group 2 Increase access to existing VA and other resources, 
community partnerships, and peer systems.

Develop a ‘MI Veterans Justice Outreach Program' with the Michigan 
Department of Corrections that includes a peer support component.

Group 3 Develop a culturally competent multi-prong approach to 
lethal means safety, education, and resources.

Develop and distribute tip sheet and wallet card for resources on lethal 
means safety that uses the Governor’s Challenge logo to state parks, 
campgrounds, and gun ranges. Create gun store map for Michigan.



Proactive approaches

❑Proactive approaches to suicide prevention includes an element of 
screening for military-connectivity.

❑Earlier identification of service members, veterans and their 
families allows for referrals to be made proactively prior to a crisis. 



Proactive approaches (continued)

❑The more connected veterans are to services (federal, state and local) 
the lower their risk for suicide.

❑Ask “Have you or a member of your household served in the military?”

❑To encourage organizations to “Ask the Question” the MI Governor’s 
Challenge team developed the MI Veteran Connector designation.



Michigan Veteran Connector
❑Symbolizes an organization's ongoing efforts to proactively support and connect 

service members, veterans, and their families to earned benefits. 

❑The Governor’s Challenge is currently engaging many sectors to implement 
innovative and proactive approaches to screening and identifying (e.g., Asking 
the Question – have you or a member of your household ever served in the 
military?).This includes but not limited to:
✓ Community Integrated Paramedics

✓ Medical Control Authorities

✓ State Court Administrative Office

✓ MI Department of Corrections

✓ Secretary of State

✓ Financial Sector

✓ Health Care Association of Michigan

✓ Michigan Osteopathic Association

✓ Michigan Medical Group Management Association



Benefits of Becoming a MI Veteran Connector
❑“Michigan Veteran Connector” badge to display on website and/or email signature block.

❑Logo displayed on MVAA website as a “Michigan Veteran Connector”. 

❑Free veteran centric materials including but not limited to printed materials, business cards, and 
resource guides.

❑ Access to the Michigan Governor’s Challenge Psych Armor Portal which contains free veteran 
centric training and resources. This has free CME for physicians and other licensed 
practitioners.

❑Introductions to the local MVAA Veteran Service Officer and DHHS Veteran Navigator. Creation 
of a referral process and as needed on-site consultations for SMVF that present to the 
Emergency Room or your office and are in immediate need of assistance. Michigan has a robust 
Veteran Navigator Program that services the entire state. 



Benefits Continued
❑Introductions to the MVAA manager for the Buddy-to-Buddy Veteran Mentorship & Community 

Engagement and Regional Engagement Initiative. This is a personal, one-on-one veteran 
mentorship to veterans of all eras and discharge types. 

❑Introductions to the local VA Suicide Prevention Coordinator. 

❑Ongoing support from the MVAA Health & Welfare Analyst and MVAA Partnership Coordinator. 
Remember, our community can lean on the MVAA to link those who are military connected to their 
benefits, including:
✓ Health care and mental health resources

✓ Emergency housing 

✓ Disability compensation

✓ Education and employment assistance, including connection to our Veteran-Friendly Employers

✓ Food programs

✓ Emergency financial assistance

✓ Retrieval of DD-214s



Call to Action:
“Become a Veteran Connector”

❑The Governor’s Challenge Initiative is encouraging our medical 
communities, hospitals, judicial system, financial sectors, and 
businesses to become a Veteran Connector. 

❑Everyone can help to better serve our veterans and their families 
by asking “have you served?”



Transitions of Care & 
Collaboration Initiatives



Collaboration with 
Naloxone Leave Behind Program 

❑The Governor’s Challenge collaborated with the Department of 
Health and Human Services to include information and training 
on how to access free resources for Service Members, Veterans, 
and their Families in every kit within their EMS Naloxone Leave 
Behind Program. 

❑Each kit comes with the medication to reverse opioid overdoses, 
and instructions for use. Within this kit, the Governor’s 
Challenge has included a postcard with instructions on how to 
access additional free resources for veterans.  

❑Trainings have started with Community Integrated Paramedics 
and a September 9th training will be held to highlight how and 
why to screen for military connectivity.



MDOC Collaborations

❑Brochure and referral process 
developed to ensure re-entry is smooth 
and those who are incarcerated are 
setup to succeed.

❑Engagement with MDOC EPIC Team to 
start telehealth VA and MVAA visits 
within pilot location.

❑Utilization of VRSS and Asking the 
Question to identify veteran status.

❑Encouragement of veterans to place 
“veteran status” on driver’s license or 
state ID prior to release.



Engagement with Gun Ranges and Shops

❑Working on development of a Michigan Gun 
Storage map.

❑Collaboration with SAMHSA and Hold My Guns.

❑Development of lethal means safety brochure 
and wallet card.

❑Encouragement for gun ranges and shops to hand 
out free VA gun locks with each purchase.

❑Encouragement for gun ranges and shops to 
become a “MI Veteran Connector”.



Engagement and collaboration with State Court Administrative Office

❑ Utilization of website banners within courts.

❑ Memo from Chief Justice encouraging courts to become 
“MI Veteran Connectors”.

❑ Engagement with MI Legal Help on how to assist veterans 
with expungements.



Anyone can request a benefits consultation for 

military-connected individuals by visiting 

https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa and clicking the 

Check on MIVet link at the top of the site.

In addition, MVAA also has a 24/7 call center 

that connects veterans to state programs, federal 

benefits, and local resources.

1-800-MICH-VET 

(800-642-4838)

https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa


Governor’s Challenge 
Training Portal Overview



Governor’s Challenge Online Training Portal

❑Michigan now has a PsychArmor Institute 
Governor’s Challenge Training Portal.

❑Web-based, single point of entry with 
access to a set menu of PsychArmor online 
trainings and links to offsite trainings.

❑Michigan now can promote online 
trainings to communities and providers to 
support strategies related to our suicide 
prevention strategic action plans.



GC Portal - Trainings Menu

10 Trainings Available*

VA S.A.V.E Crisis Response Plan for Health Care Providers –
Introduction and Assessment

Connecting with the  VA Crisis Response Plan for Health Care Providers –
Intervention

15 Things Veterans Want You to Know
for Health Care Providers

Postvention

Suicide in Military Members and Veterans Women Who Serve

Inner Conflict and Survivor’s Guilt Substance Use Disorder in Military and Veteran 
Populations

*Michigan is current working with SAMHSA, the VHA, the Michigan Chapter of the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, 

and the National Shooting Sports Foundation to incorporate additional trainings for Firearms and Suicide Prevention.



MI Governor’s Challenge Training Portal - FACTS

❑ Available to all 40 current MI Governor’s Challenge participants.

❑ Currently ~1000 learner seats available. Trainings are free and 
have CME for licensed providers.

❑ Portal will be accessible through August 31, 2022.

❑ Quarterly metric reports will be available.



Open Forum/Questions

Stay safe. Stay healthy. Stay connected. 

Veteran resources and support are available to you.

Thank You!


