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MIRC SERVICES & THE 
FARMWORKER 
PROGRAM



Michigan Immigrant Rights Center
Statewide legal resource center for Michigan’s 

low-income immigrants

Systemic Advocacy

Coalition Building

Education & Training

Direct services



Michigan Immigrant Rights Center

Services to Farmworkers
• Free, confidential, legal advice and services

• No immigration status requirements

• Focus on issues related to employment 

• (i.e. unpaid wages, employer-provided housing, 
employment discrimination, sexual harassment, labor 
trafficking)

• Local and statewide policy advocacy

Farmworker hotline:
• Joint, toll-free hotline shared with Farmworker Legal 

Services: 1-800-968-4046



GENERAL IMMIGRATION 
UPDATES



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA)

• Temporary permission 
• SSN, Work Permit, Michigan ID

• No pathway to 

permanent residence or 

citizenship

• DACA was terminated by 

current administration but, 

currently, renewals are 

being accepted under 

pending federal court 

cases

Consult with attorney before renewing



Updates on Temporary Protected Status (TPS)

• Sudan: ends Nov. 2, 2018

• Nicaragua: ends Jan. 5, 2019

• Nepal: ends June 24, 2019

• Haiti: ends July 22, 2019

• El Salvador: ends Sept. 9. 2019

• Honduras: ends Jan. 5, 2020

Upcoming TPS decision dates:

• July 5, 2018: Yemen

• July 19, 2018: Somalia

• March 3, 2019: South Sudan

• August 1, 2019: Syria



ICE Raids at Work
• ICE must have a judicial warrant to enter private 

property (including land) or be given permission to 

enter by the owner of the property. 

• If housing is provided onsite, or as part of contract with 

employee, ICE must have a judicial warrant or the 

resident’s permission to enter.



ICE Raids at Work



ICE Raids at Work
• What to do during a workplace raid?

• Do not panic. Do not run away. Individuals can ask if they are 

free to leave. If the officer says no, do not try to leave.

• If questioned, can say “I’m choosing to remain silent” or show a 

rights card.

• Do not show false documents. Do not lie.



Driver’s Licenses & the REAL ID Act

• REAL ID Act – new national standards for driver’s 

licenses and state IDs  to be accepted for official 

federal purposes

• Michigan issues both REAL ID-compliant licenses/IDs 

and standard, non-REAL ID licenses/IDs.

• Standard Michigan licenses/IDs are valid forms of 

identification.

• However, beginning October 2020, standard Michigan 

licenses that are not REAL-ID compliant, will no longer be 

valid for official federal purposes (ie at federal facilities, at 

airport)



Driver’s Licenses & the REAL ID Act

• How do you tell the difference between a Michigan 

REAL ID compliant and non-compliant license? 



Driver’s Licenses & the REAL ID Act



Driver’s Licenses & the REAL ID Act



Driver’s Licenses & the REAL ID Act

Lawful Status - REAL ID Legal Presence – MI standard 
(non-REAL ID)

• Permanent resident (green card)

• Asylee

• Refugee

Broader - All of these statuses + 

may include others, i.e. Order 

of supervision’ Applicant for 

Cancellation w/EAD

Temporary Lawful Status

• Nonimmigrant status

• Pending asylum application

• Pending or approved TPS

• Deferred action/DACA

• Pending application for green card

Issues at SoS? 

Ask for a branch manager and to have your documents sent through 

the exceptions process



PROPOSED CHANGES TO 
PUBLIC CHARGE



What is public charge?

•Public Charge is an immigration law concept.

One of the requirements for getting permanent residence

(aka a “green card”): prove applicant is not likely to 

become primarily dependent on the government for 

subsistence.



Public Charge Under Current Law

May consider limited public benefits:

• Cash assistance (i.e. FIP, SSI), or

• Medicaid long-term care institutionalized care 

(e.g. nursing home)

But can respond with “affidavit of support” from 

sponsor (sponsor makes income available to 

applicant for green card/LPR)

Final decision must look at “totality of circumstances” 

(past vs. current vs. future situation; age, family, 

health status, employment, etc.)



Public charge does not apply to…

• Refugees and asylees

• VAWA self-petitioners

• Victims of human trafficking 

(T- Visas)

• Victims of Crime (U-Visas)

• Special immigrant juveniles 

(SIJ)

• Applicants for Temporary 

Protected Status (TPS) who 

receive a waiver

• Afghan and Iraqi special 

immigrants serving as 

translators with U.S.

• Cuban and Haitian 

entrants

• Central Americans 

adjusting as part of 

NACARA

• LPRs applying for U.S. 

citizenship

• American Indians born in 

Canada

• Certain Nationals of 

Vietnam, Cambodia and 

Laos

• Qualified aliens

• And others



…however a there’s a proposal to 

change the law that could have 

devastating consequences. 

The law has not changed



Proposed changes
Current Law

• Cash assistance 

programs including 

SSI, FIP, 

Institutionalized care 

at government 

expense

Proposed New Regulation

• Cash assistance programs (including TANF, 

SSI)

• Earned Income Tax Credit

• ACA/Obamacare (federal subsidies/ tax 

credits)

• Food Stamps

• Medicaid

• WIC

• Housing assistance

• LIHEAP energy benefits

• Institutionalization for short- and long-term 

care at government expense

• Includes benefits received by dependent 

children



Process for Regulation Change

Step 1: Department of Homeland Security (DHS) sent a 

proposed regulation to the Office of Management 

and Budget (OMB). Slated to be published in July but 

could be published any day.

Step 2: Publish for notice and comment: 30-60 days to 

send public comments on the proposed regulation

Step 3: DHS has to respond to the public comments 

(does not mean they will consider/change proposed 

regulation) and publish a final regulation. Could take 

several months.



What should immigrants know now

• Rule is expected to be prospective

• No changes to eligibility for any government programs

No changes

Starting to hear 

about changes at 

some consulates

Adjusting/changing 

status in the U.S.

Going through consular 

processing



What can you do?

• Join Protecting Immigrant Families Michigan 
• Updates, alerts, and instructions on how to submit comments

• Website: https://michiganimmigrant.org/protecting-immigrant-
families-michigan

• Help us gather stories -
http://action.nilc.org/page/s/protectfamilies-stories

• National resources: bit.ly/PIFresources

https://michiganimmigrant.org/protecting-immigrant-families-michigan
http://action.nilc.org/page/s/protectfamilies-stories
http://bit.ly/PIFresources


Example: effectiveness of comments 

• Tip theft rule (was proposed December 2017)

• National Employment Law Project (their partners) 

generated over 300,000 comments 
• These comments elevated the profile of the issue and put pressure 

on Congress to act. 

• The omnibus spending bill which passed this year included a 

provision which codified tip protections for workers. 

• Here is a short NPR article on this victory --

https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/03/23/596458498/spendi

ng-bill-protects-tipped-workers-from-sharing-with-the-boss

https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/03/23/596458498/spending-bill-protects-tipped-workers-from-sharing-with-the-boss


MIRC RESOURCES
• MIRC website: https://michiganimmigrant.org/

• Facebook (@Michiganimmigrant) 

• Twitter (@MichImmigrant)

https://michiganimmigrant.org/

