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Black August
August is a Month of Equity and Strength

Activists and social justice organizations are celebrating the history of
Black resistance this month in what's known as Black August. August
is a time to honor Black freedom fighters. It is a time to celebrate the
several revolutionary moments, such as the March on Washington, a
historic gathering that took place on August 28, 1963.

In the wake of violent attacks on civil rights demonstrators in Alabama,
over 250,000 people gathered in front of the Lincoln Memorial. The

event aimed to draw attention to continuing challenges and inequalities
faced by African Americans. It was also the occasion of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Il Have A Dream”

speech.

Black August was started in the 1970s by Black freedom fighters to honor the lives and struggle of
Black political prisoners. Fifty years later, activist groups continue the Black August legacy of
celebrations by amplifying the collective history of resistance and creating spaces for Black people to
come together in community to recharge the revolution.

Black Breastfeeding Awareness

Governor Whitmer proclaimed August 2020 as #1stFoodDesert - #SaveBlkBabies

Breastfeeding Awareness Month. Join the M bl ! i

Milk Collective for events throughout the month. HEquitableSupport S sl CaMatter

nveiling the Black Br feeding Week b g N

Proclamation: virtual event on Facebook. =k
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Date: August 25 — Time: 12:00 pm. (ST 2

Feel free to use these hashtags in your posts 4 U N 4

throughout Breastfeeding Awareness Month and

during Black Breastfeeding Week, August 25-31. #BlkBoobsHBlkBabies & | " ealthEquity
#BreakDownBuarrier #ChocolateMilkMagic
#RemoveTheBarrier: SEY #PayEquity
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Black Mothers Breastfeeding Club and Breastfeeding Information Sessions.

Vi | Screening of Chocolate Milk:

The Documentary screening will have a panel
discussion following immediately after.
Registration details coming soon.

Date: August 28 — Time: 12:30 pm — 4:00 pm.

Virtual Community Baby Shower:

Join in for games and fun on both Facebook
and Instagram Live at Southeast Michigan
IBCLCs of Color and Milk Like Mine.

Frli/:,r:;ﬂ\?gr::flznsgth Date: August 31 — Time: 6:00 pm — 7:30 pm.
Chocolate Milk 12:30pm-4:00pm
Documentary e R Please contact Shatoria Townsend, State of
Michigan Breastfeeding Coordinator for more
information.

National Institute for Children's Health Quality (NICHQ) has released an initiative focused on
closing the breastfeeding disparity gap, which includes resources for families and providers:

Breastfeeding Takes a Village and, Too Often, Black Women Don’t Have One

o Closing the Br feeding Di ri : Meth for Improvemen

e Applying an Equity Lens to Safe Sleep and Breastfeeding Efforts

o WEBINAR: Improving Our Approach: Better Conversations About Breastfeeding
o NICHQ Breastfeeding Social Media Toolkit

Raise Awareness, Get Informed, Join the Cause, Take Action
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700 women die

every year in the United States

_ from pregnancy-related
concerns complications

HEAR HER. You Can Help Save Her Life.

Over 700 women die each year in this country from problems related to pregnancy or delivery
complications. Every death is a tragedy, especially when we know that two thirds of pregnancy-related
deaths could be prevented. As many as 50,000 women experience severe, unexpected health
problems related to pregnancy that may have long-term health consequences.

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Hear Her campaign seeks to raise
awareness of potentially life-threatening warning signs during and after pregnancy and improve
communication between patients and their healthcare providers.

e Urgent Maternal Warning Signs

e Increase awareness of Pregnancy-Related Deaths

e Empower Pregnant and Postpartum Women

e Encourage Partners, Friends, and Family to actively participate as her support system.

e Provide tools for Healthcare Providers to better engage in life-saving conversations, to
Listen to Pregnant and Postpartum Women, and actively play a role in eliminating
Preventable Maternal Mortality.

Women know their own bodies better than anyone and can often tell when something does not feel
right. The campaign seeks to encourage partners, friends, family, coworkers, and providers - anyone
who supports pregnant and postpartum women - to really listen when she tells you something doesn’t
feel right. Acting quickly could help save her life.
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Urgent Maternal Warning Signs Launch

The Council on Patient Safety in Women's Health Care is excited to launch our Urgent Maternal
Warning Signs tool, designed to empower patients to trust their bodies, speak up, and be heard.

This patient-facing resource can be accessed through an interactive format on our website and is
available as a single-page PDF in English and Spanish.

The Council is proud to share this resource in conjunction with the Hear Her Campaign.

The Michigan Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health (Ml AIM)
The Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health (AIM) is a national maternal safety and quality

improvement initiative, with the ultimate goal of eliminating preventable maternal mortality and severe
morbidity in the U.S. In alignment with National AIM initiatives, Michigan is committed to improving the
culture of maternal safety through data-driven quality improvement initiatives and implementation of

patient safety bundles in Michigan birthing hospitals.

Michigan Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health (Ml AIM) supports the implementation of the
obstetric hemorrhage and severe hypertension bundles, as well as the Obstetrics Initiative (OBI) to

safely reduce primary cesarean births. For more information view the Ml AIM 2020 Handbook.

Michigan birthing hospitals are in the process of recommitting to MI AIM efforts for Fiscal Year 2021
and are working to submit the Ml AIM/OBI Structure Survey in KeyMetrics. Surveys are due
September 16, 2020. For assistance, or questions, with the survey, contact keystonedata@mbha.org.

To join MI AIM or for questions, contact MDHHS-DMIH@michigan.gov.

Funding Opportunity for Women’s Preventive Services Initiative

HRSA announces the opportunity to apply for funding under the Women’s Preventive Services
Initiative. The purpose of this program is to improve women’s health across the lifespan by engaging
a coalition of provider, academic, and patient-focused health professional organizations to do the
following: 1) identify, deliberate, and recommend evidence-based updates to the HRSA-supported
Women’s Preventive Services Guidelines; 2) increase clinicians’ adoption and utilization of the
Guidelines; and 3) raise awareness and knowledge of the Guidelines.

Date to Apply: 06/29/2020 to 10/05/2020

COVID-19 Pregnancy and Neonate Surveillance Study

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is participating in the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention COVID-19 pregnancy and neonate surveillance study that
identifies women with a confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis during pregnancy and follows them through
their birth/pregnancy outcome in order to determine the health impacts of COVID-19 on mothers and
babies.

In addition, the Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology Section at MDHSS has analyzed preliminary
live birth data and plans to conduct additional analyses as data become available. Please visit the
Vital Statistics Natality and Pregnancy website for live birth statistics.
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