








Day Date Facility Status Equipment Support Engineer Technologist # cases
Wednesday 3/1/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 8
Thursday 3/2/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 4
Tuesday 3/14/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Cancelled Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 0

Wednesday 3/15/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 8
Thursday 3/16/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 8
Tuesday 3/28/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 14

Wednesday 3/29/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 11
Thursday 3/30/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 7
Tuesday 4/11/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Cancelled Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 0

Wednesday 4/12/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 8
Thursday 4/13/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 6
Tuesday 4/25/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 13

Wednesday 4/26/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 9
Thursday 4/27/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Cancelled Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 0
Tuesday 5/9/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Cancelled Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 0

Wednesday 5/10/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 6
Thursday 5/11/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 8
Tuesday 5/23/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 11

Wednesday 5/24/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 9
Thursday 5/25/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 4
Tuesday 6/6/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 4

Wednesday 6/7/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 7
Thursday 6/8/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 2
Tuesday 6/20/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Cancelled Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 0

Wednesday 6/21/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 12
Thursday 6/22/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 2

Wednesday 7/5/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 10
Thursday 7/6/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 3
Tuesday 7/18/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Deb Eckert 4

Wednesday 7/19/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Ryan Reseigh 15
Thursday 7/20/2017 Edward W. Sparrow Hospital Normal Wolf 743 Ed Wolverton Eric Matlock 1







 

August 10, 2017 
 
 
Dr. Suresh Mukherji 
Chair, CON Commission 
Department of Health and Human Services 
  Certificate of Need Policy Section 
5th Floor South Grand Building, 333 S. Grand Ave. 
Lansing, MI 48933 
 
Re: CON Commission activity regarding Lithotripsy 
 
Dear Dr. Mukherji 
 
I am deeply concerned regarding the CON Commission’s recent decision to set an unreasonably 
high volume threshold to convert from a mobile to fixed Lithotripter.  As a patient routinely in 
need of lithotripsy services I want to share my experiences to explain why access is a problem in 
Michigan and allowing more facilities to provide full time service is in the best interest of 
patients. 
 
I got my first kidney stone in March of 2007.  Not long after, in the Spring of 2012 - I was living 
in Alpena and was diagnosed with another 7mm stone. I had to go to Petoskey to see a doctor 
and was told that it would be 6 weeks before there was an opening on the litho schedule. The 
doctor first tried to get the stone by going on a "fishing" exposition with a "basket". He was 
unable to catch it so he put in a stint and told me to come back in two weeks and he would 
laser blast it. A stint in the ureter and kidney is one of the most painful experiences I have ever 
encountered.  
 
In April of 2014 - I went to a Muskegon area Urologist for an 8mm stone and was told I could 
get litho on June 28 (first available date on schedule in Muskegon). I was given Norco for pain 
and was told that is all he could do for me. After two weeks I called back to see if there were 
any cancellations on the schedule and told the doctor that I was available if there was any 
cancellations. I was told the machine only comes around every two weeks and the schedule is 
full until the end of June. I asked if there was any other procedure that could be done to relieve 
the pain and was told no just take your meds and wait. After another two weeks I called again 
and requested an office visit. I met with the PA at the office and was told again that there was 
no way to get moved up on the schedule and I really needed to just wait my turn. I was getting 
to the point that the Norco was really was not working for me so I was told to take 10 mg to 
manage the pain. In the middle of May I was talking to a friend in the medical profession and he 
suggested that I present myself to ER at Spectrum in Grand Rapids (I had found out that the 
litho machine would be there the next day) and report that I was in so much pain I really 
needed something done and tell the staff that I was at a pain level of 10 and continue to report 
that pain level until they put me on the schedule for litho. I was told the schedule was full for 



the next day but I could call the next morning to see if anyone cancelled. I prepared for the 
procedure not knowing I would be able to get it done by not eating after midnight. I called 
around 11 am the day the machine was being used at Spectrum and was told that I could come 
to the hospital around 2 pm and they would add me to the schedule at 5 pm, after the last 
scheduled appointment.  
 
In July of 2016 - I was diagnosed with another 7mm stone and was told I could get it blasted at 
the end of August so again I waited six weeks on pain meds for an opening on the litho schedule 
at Metro Hospital in Grand Rapids. 
 
In June 207 - I was in St. Ignace for a wrestling camp with Fruitport High School team. On the 
last night of the camp I was again in pain and knew that it was another kidney stone so the 
coach took me to the hospital and dropped me off. After a c-scan I was told it was another 
7mm stone and they were going to transport me to McLaren Northern Michigan Hospital in 
Petoskey (54 miles away) where I would meet with a urologist to determine next steps. I was 
told that it would be three weeks before the machine would be available in Petoskey and 
maybe I could get litho done there. I called my Urologist in Grand Rapids to see if I could get in 
sooner there but was told the schedule was full until the end of August. I chose to have a 
procedure done in Petoskey where the doctor would try to "fish" for the stone but if he could 
not get it he would laser blast it and put in a stint (ouch, again). He was able to blast the stone 
and I was discharged the next day.  
 
I get between 3 to 7 kidney stones a year since I had esophageal cancer in 2007 that required 
an esophagostomy. My body is unable to process and break down food the way most other 
people’s body does because my food goes directly to my intestines. I never know what foods 
will agree with my body on a daily basis and there are many foods and supplements I cannot 
tolerate.  
 
I am sure I’m not the only patient that has suffered through these painful wait times. My 
experience demonstrates that the availability of time is an issue state wide.  I urge you to 
reconsider the volume threshold and allow more facilities to provide full time fixed lithotripsy 
services so that more patients don’t have to go through the pain that I have wait for an 
extended period of time or seek painful and sometimes unsuccessful surgical outcomes. 
 
Sincerely, 

David W. Clark 
 
David Clark 
231.740.4702 
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August 10, 2017 

 

Suresh Mukherji, M.D., Chairperson 
Certificate of Need Commission 
c/o Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
Certificate of Need Policy Section 
South Grand Building, 5th Floor 
333 S. Grand Ave 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 
 
Re: CON Standards for Surgical Services 

 

Dear Chairperson Mukherji: 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide public comment regarding the proposed changes to the CON 
Review Standards for Surgical Services. Specifically, Spectrum Health would like to comment on the 
proposed language regarding initiating a new surgical service under common ownership.   
 
Spectrum Health appreciates the Department’s proposed changes to the surgical services review 
standards and supports the underlying intent of the changes. We believe that the goal of the proposed 
language is to ease the administrative burden imposed on health systems while ensuring access to quality 
care.  
 
However, Spectrum Health is concerned with the need to identify specific physicians and cases to commit 
to a new facility. The proposed language in essence commits those specific physicians to moving their 
cases to the new site. If done without the physician’s knowledge, this could damage the health system’s 
credibility. In attempt to prevent this, the facility may create an internal process to discuss the commitment 
plans and have the physician sign an internal document allowing their cases to be committed. In the end, 
this will not ease the administrative burden on health systems. 
 
Rather, Spectrum Health believes that the facility should simply demonstrate that it has the required 
excess cases to initiate a new service and commit to ensuring that the requisite volume will move over to 
the new site to meet the CON volume requirements. Our concern can easily be alleviated by exempting 
applicants from sections 11(2)(a) and 11(2)(b) in addition to section (11)(2)(e). 
 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed changes to the CON Review 
Standards for Surgical Services. Spectrum Health appreciates the Department’s work on this proposal and 
is eager to work with the Commission to modify it to ensure that it really does ease the administrative 
burdens placed on health care systems. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

John C. Shull 

Vice President Surgical Services 

Spectrum Health 
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