Michigan Application for Technical Assistance and Training
EFSLMP Pilot Project
Seamless Transition to Employment for Students with Disabilities

[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions and Answers 

#1.	Where can I find the grant description, application and resources? 
A:  At this website (scroll down to the bottom and the announcement “ODEP Application for Technical Assistance and Training…” is written in red):  http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_2941_4868_4897-306627--,00.html  
2. If we have questions while preparing our application, who do we contact and what is the contact info? 
A:  Upon review of any of the materials or links, if you have questions regarding participation, please contact the Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council at: 517-335-3142 or Yasmina Bouraoui at BouraouiY@michigan.gov.  
3. You indicate the pilot teams will be expected to attend the MI Transition Services Association annual conferences in March 2016 and March 2017. When else will they be expected to meet together? 
A: The teams will meet with Dr. Luecking in March 2016 and at that time will begin setting meeting dates for April 2016 and other joint meetings during the course of the grant. Then between those joint meetings, each team will meet together periodically during the 16 months of the pilots.  
#4.	Related to the selected pilot teams attending the MI Transition Services Association (MTSA) annual conference in March 2017, will they be presenting the results so far of their work to the attendees?  
A:  That decision of program content is up to the MTSA conference planners, but that seems like a good idea we could pose to them and the pilot teams. 
#5.	Most transition coordinators (and other professionals in transition teams) meet in smaller regional groups during the year. Is there a plan to encourage the few pilot teams selected to share their work with their peers in venues like the regional meetings during the year? 
A: That is not a part of the actual grant requirements, but it seems like a good idea that could be incorporated in a Team Plan when submitting their application, as it would promote the concept of system transformation widely and early, versus only sharing what is learned after the project ends.
#6:  Are you asking for a 3 year commitment from the Pilot Teams? 
A: No, but it would be great if one or more teams would commit to three years. The federal technical assistance grant must be renewed annually, so commitments at the State level can only be made year to year. And, we would expect that if a team is willing to incorporate a three-year commitment in their application, it would probably be received favorably by the Selection Committee.
#7:  You indicate that only high school enrolled students are allowed. Will you allow young adults 18-26 years old?
A:  Yes.
#8:  What about students enrolled in center programs?
A: Yes, they are allowed.
#9 Who needs to attend the MTSA conference? The whole team or just one member? 
A:  We’d prefer the whole team attend. Dr. Luecking will be there for your first meeting. If it is not practical or possible for all the team members to register and attend the entire MTSA Conference in Frankenmuth, consider having the other team members attend only the meeting with Dr. Luecking on Thursday afternoon, March 17, 2016.
#10:  In section IV, Instructions for Completing the Application, there are demographics/data required. Does this mean you have a minimum number of students whom we’ll be required to target? 
A:  No. We know all different sizes of counties/teams/populations will be submitting. The intended outcomes of this technical assistance grant is system transformation that can be applied to any number of students in any area in the future. 
#11:  What are your selection criteria?
A:  The Selection Criteria are spelled out in Section V at the link mentioned in question #1. 
#12:  It’s not clear how you want our demographic information and   data presented. Do you want the entire ISD or can we break it out by our local districts with the unique way our district is organized?
A:  We want your entire population, but if breaking it down by your focus area or local districts clarifies the composition of your team and the individuals you will be working with, that may be helpful to the Selection Committee. 
#13:  You indicate that either Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS) or the Bureau of Services for Blind Persons (BSBP) will be on the team. Is it either, or, or both? 
A:  We would expect you to bring MRS in as a partner for this project, but if you bring in a student w/ visual impairment (VI), then you’d bring in BSPB.
#14:  What if we are targeting younger students who are VI? Are they eligible to be the focus for our application?
A: No, we want your focus to be older, transition-age students.
#15:  I understand the ‘discovery process’ is a part of your model. Will you ‘train us’ how to use Dr. Luecking’s model? 
A:  We do not think Dr. Luecking plans to conduct training when you meet him for the first time on March 17th, but we will ask him for sure how he will design the technical assistance to promote fidelity to the model and update this information.
