
How to Use the 
Data Portal



Welcome!

Hello and welcome to the Michigan Tracking, or MiTracking tutorial on 
how to use the data portal. This video will teach you how to: 

• Search for data by running a query
• Create a table, chart, or map
• Save or download your results

Let’s get started!



Homepage

• We can find MiTracking at 
michigan.gov/MiTracking.  

http://www.michigan.gov/mitracking


Homepage - 2
• The homepage starts with a 

short introduction.

• On the right, we see the Go to 
the Data button that will take us 
to the data portal.

• Under that we see a link to the 
National Tracking program, 
where national data lives and 
links to other states’ portals can 
be found.



Homepage - 3
• Going down the homepage, notice that there 

are three Categories of data: Environmental 
Topics, Health Conditions, and Population.

• Under each category are Content Areas. 
Clicking on a link will bring up a page with 
information and resources for that topic. We 
can access the data portal from these pages as 
well.

• Below Content Areas, we will find Navigational 
Buttons to About, Metadata, Training, 
Resources, and Contact Us pages.

• Let’s click on the blue Go to the Data button 
to go to the data portal.



Terms of Use

• The Terms of Use agreement will 
pop up. Please read the 
agreement terms.

• Click “Agree” to accept the 
terms of use and enter the 
portal.



Basic Query - 1

• We are now in the 
data portal. 

• For a quick query, 
we can type 
keywords into the 
Search Bar and 
click search. 
Available 
measures will pop 
up for us to select.



Basic Query - 2

• Or we can conduct a 
Basic Search using 
the query tool.

• The selections 
needed to run a basic 
query are Categories, 
Content Areas,
Indicators, and 
Measures. 



Category – Health
For this example, we will click on Select Category and choose Health.



Content Area – Asthma
Now we need to select a Content Area. We will click on Asthma for this 
query.



Indicator – Hospitalizations
We will select Hospitalizations 2016 - Current as the Indicator.



Measures – Number of Hospitalizations

Let’s choose Number of Hospitalizations for Asthma for our Measure.



Basic or Advanced Search

• We can select Run 
Query for a basic 
search.

• Or we can expand 
our search. To do 
this, click the Switch 
to Advanced Query 
button. 



Advanced Search – More Selections
We can now choose the Geographic Level and Time Period. 



Advanced Search – Geographic Level
We will select State and/or County + Detroit as the Geographic Level. 



Advanced Search – Geographic Level - 2

We can choose 
individual 
counties or City 
of Detroit from 
the State and/or 
County box by 
selecting each 
or typing a 
name into the 
box. Let’s Select 
All.



Advanced Search – Years
Now we will select a Time Period. We will select years 2016 and 2017
for our query.



Advanced Search – Other Filters
• For some measures 

Other Filters are 
available. 

• For this search, we have 
Age Group and Gender 
filters.

• All Ages and Genders 
are automatically 
selected, but we could 
choose any available 
combination for these 
filters.



Run Query
• We’re ready to run the query, so we will click on the Run Query button



Results – Table

Now we can view 
our results in a 
Table. The table is 
initially sorted 
alphabetically by 
geographic area. If 
we click on the 
column titles, we 
can sort the table 
by any variable.



Results – Chart

We’ll click on the Chart tab to 
view results in a line graph. 

We can switch the chart type by 
selecting the bar chart button.  
We can switch back by selecting 
the line graph button. 



Results – Maps
• We’ll click on the Map tab to view 

a map of the results. 

• The year of the map is shown in 
the box above the map. By 
clicking the drop-down box, we 
can select a different year.

• To see a time-lapse view of the 
map, we can click on the play 
button. The map will cycle 
through the years we have 
selected.

• We can click on the counties to 
view more details.



Downloading Data

• We can download data by 
clicking on the Download Data 
button.

• Data can be downloaded in a 
variety of formats. 



Save Images
By clicking on the Save button, we can save images of a chart or map.



About These Data
The About These Data tab has information about the data and how 
they were calculated.



Edit the Query

We can edit our 
query by:

• Clicking on Data 
Options at the top 
of the page 

• Or the blue Edit 
Data Options
button 



Saving the Query
We can save a query by clicking on the Save Query button and copying 
the link. This is a convenient way to share a query or return to it later.



That’s it!
We just ran a data query on the MiTracking portal. 

The data, charts, and maps can be used in reports, grant 
proposals, or more! 

If you have questions or would like to share how you have used 
the MiTracking data portal, email the Michigan Environmental 
Public Health Tracking Program at mdhhs-
mitracking@michigan.gov. 

Thank you for taking the time to watch this tutorial. Check back 
later to see if we have added more data or features.

mailto:mdhhs-mitracking@michigan.gov
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