


Welcome!
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• Hello and welcome to the Michigan Environmental Public Health 
Tracking, or MiTracking, Query Basics tutorial. This lesson will teach 
you how to: 

• run a query,
• create a table, chart, or map, and
• save your results.

• Let’s get started!



Running a query
We’ll find the data portal at 
michigan.gov/mitracking. 

Notice the three Categories of 
data: Environmental Topics, Health 
Conditions, and Population and 
links to their Content Areas on this 
page. Clicking on a web link will 
bring up a page with information 
about each Content Area.

To enter the data portal, click on 
the blue Go to the Data button 
from this page or from each 
Content Area page.
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http://www.michigan.gov/mitracking


Terms of Use
The Terms of Use agreement will pop up. 
Read the agreement, and click “Agree” if 
you accept the terms of use. 

Click “Decline” if you don’t accept the 
terms. You will be taken back to the 
MiTracking website.

I have read the agreement and I accept 
these terms, so I’ll click Agree. 
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Main Page

• First, we’ll see the main 
page.

• This page shows the Data 
Options and Measure 
headings. The arrows next 
to the headings expand 
and collapse these 
sections. 
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Main Page Tips

The selections I need 
to make to run a query 
are Categories, 
Content Areas, 
Indicators, and 
Measures. 

After I select these 
four, more headings 
will appear. We’ll see 
them later.
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Categories
The Categories button 
shows the categories 
of data that are 
available: 
Environment, Health, 
and Population. 

These are the same 
Categories we saw on 
the main webpage. 
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Content 
Areas
• The Content 

Area 
selections 
are different 
for each 
Category. 
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Start a Query
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I’m going to run a query 
to find the number of 
people in Michigan who 
have been diagnosed 
with lung cancer over a 
5-year period. I’ll click on 
Select Category and 
choose Health.  



Choose a Content Area

Now I need to select a 
Content Area. I’ll 
choose Cancer. 
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Indicators
I’ll select a cancer 
Indicator by using the 
scroll bar to find Lung 
and Bronchus Cancer.
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Measures

Now I need to choose 
a Measure. 
I’ll choose 5-Year 
Number of Cases of 
Lung Cancer.
Once a Measure has 
been selected, more 
headings will appear.
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More Selections
I need to choose the 
Geographic Level, 
Geographic Area, 5-Year 
Aggregate, Gender, and 
Race that I want to 
include in my query.

I’ll select State and/or 
County as the Geographic 
Level. Notice that I could 
also choose my Local 
Health Department.
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Geographic Area
I’ll choose Eaton and Ingham 
Counties from the list of 
Geographic Areas. 
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Time Period
Now I’ll select a time 
period. I’ll choose the 
years 2009-2013. 
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Other Filters
Some Measures have 
additional filters. You’ll see 
the Gender and Race filters 
are available for this cancer 
query. 
All Genders and All Races 
are automatically selected, 
but I could choose any 
available combination for 
these filters.
I’ll run my query for All 
Genders and All Races.
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Running the Query
I’ve made my selections. 
If I wanted to start over, I 
could click on the Clear
Query button to clear my 
selections.

But I’m ready to run the 
query, so I’ll click on the 
Run Query button. 
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Results

Now I can view my results. 
The table shows the number 
of cases of lung cancer in 
Eaton and Ingham Counties 
for the years 2009-2013. 

18



Chart
I’ll click on the Chart tab to view 
my results in a bar chart. I can also 
hover my cursor over the bars to 
find the number of cases.

Some features can be edited by 
clicking the buttons above the 
chart.

19



Maps
I’ll click on the Map tab to view 
a map of my results. 
I can click on the counties 
included in my query to learn 
the number of cases for the 
time period I’ve selected. 
Maps are not available for all 
queries. If I get an error 
message when I click on the 
map tab, I’ll need to edit my 
query. 
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Downloading Data

I can download the data 
from my query as Excel, 
XML, or CSV files. Just click 
on the Download Data 
button.
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Save Images

I can print or save an image 
of a chart or map by clicking 
on the Save Map or Save 
Chart buttons. 
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About These Data

The About These Data tab 
has information about the 
data and how they were 
calculated.
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Edit the query

I can edit my query by:

• clicking on Data Options 
dropdown at the top of 
the page. 

• or the blue Edit Data 
Options button. 
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Saving the Query

I can save my query by 
clicking on the Save Query 
button, and copying the 
link. This is a convenient 
way to share my query or 
return to it at a later time.
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That’s it!
I just ran a data query on the MiTracking portal. Now I can include the 
data, chart, and map in my report. I can also find more information 
about cancer on the MiTracking website. 

You can run different queries for the Categories and their Content
Areas on the MiTracking portal. They may have different indicators, 
measures, and filters. 

If you have questions, call the Michigan Environmental Public Health 
Tracking Program at 800-648-6942 or email us at mdhhs-
mitracking@michigan.gov. Thank you for taking the time to watch this 
tutorial. Check back later to see if we have added more data. 
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http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71548_54783_54784_54984_73821---,00.html
mailto:mdhhs-mitracking@michigan.gov


Thank You!

Find MiTracking at www.michigan.gov/mitracking

Email: mdhhs-mitracking@michigan.gov

Phone: 800-648-6942
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