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MINUTES 
RECIPIENT RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
March 10, 2016 
1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Lewis Cass Building  
3rd Floor Conference Room 

Lansing, MI 
 

Our Mission 
 

 It is the mission of the Michigan Department of Community Health Recipient Rights Advisory 
Committee to advise the Directors of the Michigan Department of Community Health and the State Office 
of Recipient Rights in order to ensure that the rights of individuals receiving public mental health services 

are protected and promoted. 
 

 
PRESENT: Sue Witting, Darlene Logan, Vendella Collins, Michelle Milligan,  
Jennifer Gorman Phone: Margaret Stooksberry, Basil Scott, Rosemary Allen 
 
STAFF:   Cynthia Ward, John Sanford 
 
Call to Order 1:15 pm by Michelle Milligan, Chair  
Approval of Agenda – Sue, Motion / Vendella, Seconds – Motion Carried 
Approval of Previous Minutes – Sue, Motion / Jennifer, Seconds – Motion Carried 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT FROM JOHN SANFORD  
John shared information regarding Nick Lyon’s recent skiing injury. 
The Governor’s Budget Proposed Integration between Mental Health and Physical 
Health; this Act may have a direct impact on ORR. John sent an email to Kurt Krause 
regarding such; stating that the law indicates that if the Department contracts with a 
private entity ORR would have to oversee their Rights system. 
 
Vendella states that Sec 298 is removed from House Budget but still in Senate.  A  
workgroup has been put in place; and suggests that the RRAC Committee makes 
recommendations to this work group. 
 
Vendella Motions that a letter from the RRAC is issued to the Governor to address  
Sue Seconds – Motion Carried. 
*John and Cynthia will create the letter by end of next week: March 18, 2016. 
 
ORR Recommendations 
John refers to Recommendation 4 C for review 
 
New Business  



 

 

Open Meetings Handbook Presentation – Joel O’Reilly 
 there is a meeting  
 where is the meeting held 
 contact number 
 Meeting postings must be placed in primary office location (Capitol View Building) 

and location of the meeting 
 Must be posted on the Office’s website 
 Change in meetings must be posted within 3 days 
 As long as acknowledged by Chair, electronic meeting votes are accepted 
 Voting must be open roll call 
 Cannot limit overall public meeting comment, but you can limit per person time 
 Subcommittees are subject to open meetings act and must turn over all names 

which become open to public 
 Proposed minutes must be available for public inspection within eight days after the 

applicable meeting. Approved minutes must be made available for public 
inspection within five days after the public body’s approval.  

 
Annual Report Review 
John stated that the report will be available to the public by the March 31 deadline and 
this does not allow enough time to review; Basil seeks to review recommendations in 
early January for future reports; the Committee will move forward with implementing a 
plan for annual review of the report.  
 
Sue Motions: Preliminary recommendations will be made available as a living document 
until completion. Vendella Seconds. Motion carries 
 
Determine 2 policies for review in May 
First 2 policies on table of content for review in May meeting (see attached) 
 
Old Business 
Darlene seeks contact information for all Members 
Electronic accommodations for Wayne will be sought 
 
Additional Items for next meeting (May 12) 
Assignment for completion prior to May meeting: Subcommittee Rosemary, Margaret, 
Sue, John, Michelle will schedule a conference call 
 
NEXT MEETING 
           May 12, 2016 
   1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
   Lewis Cass Building 
   3rd Floor Conference Room 
   Lansing, Michigan  48913 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 3:40pm 


