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State Epidemiological Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW) 
 
WORKGROUP NAME State Epidemiological Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW) Core Team 
DATE    Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
TIME    1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
LOCATION   MDHHS, Lewis Cass Bldg., Cass 1 North Conference Rm.  
    320 S. Walnut, Lansing, MI 
CHAIRPERSON  Joel Hoepfner 
RECORDER   Sandra Bullard/Su Min Oh (A) 
 
ATTENDEES Face to Face: Lisa Coleman, Joe Coyle, David Havens, Patrick Hindman, Joel Hoepfner, 

Su Min Oh, Desiree McLain, Brandon Pool, Madison Shutes, Foua Hang, Natalie Holland, 
Brittany Leek, Brianna Sabol, Alicia Sledge, Christy Sanborn, Larry Scott, David Haven 

 
Phone: Gabrielle Stroh Steiner, Rachel Jantz, Jane Goerge, Danielle Stolicker 
 
Absent:  Liz Agius, Sarah Rockhill, Brooke Rodriguez, Angie Smith-Butterwick, Bret 
Bielawski, Sandra Bullard, Jeanne Kapenga, Lisa G. Cram, Brian Hartl, Denise Herbert, 
Richard Isaacson, Kim Kenyon, Tom Largo, Nicole Kramer, Mary Ludtke, Em Maier, 
Lindsey Naeyaert, Eva Petoskey, Dawn Radzioch, Gery Shelafoe, Brenda Stoneburner, 
Jeff Wieferich, Jill Worden 
 

 
SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS                                                                    

  
Introductions, Welcome, and Approval of Agenda/Minutes – Joel Hoepfner 
 Su Min Oh welcomed members and members and introduced themselves.  
 Agenda reviewed and Gabriella, gambling statistics added and cross referencing the data (added to Emerging Issues 

and Trends). 
 The Minutes of October 17, 2018 were approved.  

 
Update on Next Steps/Action Items from Previous Meeting – Joel Hoepfner  

• Grants Update – will be answered as this meeting proceeds 
• Fill out the SEOW Feedback Survey – to be shared. 

 
OROSC Updates –Larry Scott 
 Proposition One (1) Marijuana  

Workgroup created whose goal is to push marketing in the forms of awareness campaigns, a toolkit, a state level action 
plan rollout to stakeholders and community partners, goal is to reduce access to marijuana. With the help of this group, 
Su Min will be identifying indicators in terms of risk factors of youth consumption. Timeline for the workgroup has 
been established. The Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) will be added in terms of 
regulations and compliance.  Marijuana inspection of retailers to determine if they are selling to youth.  Data is 
available from Washington State and Colorado. Adverse events on edibles have been observed. Please share thoughts 
on data needs. Joel shares some indicator data, such as State EPI Profile, MIFI, Monitoring the future Survey, and the 
YRBS, as additional indicators for Su Min to work with. Questions were addressed.  

 Marijuana fact sheet                                                                                                                                                                      
Su Min presented an updated fact sheet to the group; marijuana perceived risk and abuse from Monitoring the Future 
(12th grade) over the last 12 years reduced from 50.8% in 2007 to 26.7% in 2018, from a national perspective. She also 
explained the bar graph on behavior and explained the 30-day use compared between 2007 and 2017 and stated the 
percentages.   
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Emerging Issues and Trends - Su Min Oh/Patrick Hindman/Group 
Opioids and Prescription Drugs, Alcohol, Heroin, Marijuana, E-Cigarettes - Su Min Oh/Group 

  
 Prescription Drugs 

• Su Min moved her portion of this topic to Overdose Deaths portion of this meeting.   
• Jane Gorge regarding Adrian Waller, an epidemiologist from Washtenaw County who conducted a special edition 

relating to 48 conversations with front line staff called the Healing Forest that promotes the concept of recovery-
oriented Systems of Care (ROSC).  Will forward to everyone in this group.  

 Heroin  
• Joel talked about morbidity and mortality weekly report and asked the group to review. 

 Legalizing Marijuana  
• Larry said Lisa attended the Michigan Model and revising it of which he explained where it is in the process. We 

have asked them to revise their curriculum.  Information about marijuana to be added to their curriculum, as well 
as online for a fee thru the Department of Education and Human Services; Population Health.   

 E-Cigarettes  
• House Bill 4017 introduced by Representative Sue Allor from Wolverine to look at e-cigarettes and treat like the 

youth tobacco act and become a misdemeanor with penalties. Data was also presented from a Monitoring the 
Future survey.  Larry also mentioned statistics on FDA compliance checks comparatively. 

 Alcohol  
• MCRUD Conference April 23, 2019. Patrick’s program will be presenting also.  
• The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) will also be conducting a site visit. Will be setting up meetings with 

collaborative partners, so look for an e-mail from Patrick. 
• Representative Dingell will be proposing a bill to put ignition locks in all vehicles.  
• Looking to propose a federal bill where a 17-year old can serve alcohol in restaurants. Will be keeping a close eye 

on this. 
• Further discussion took place regarding alcohol and its associated risks 

 Gambling 
• Larry mentioned sports, electronic gambling, among others as areas that must be monitored closely.  
• Su Min will share more data information as it becomes available. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Partner Updates – All 
 Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP) – Alicia Sledge and Christy Sanborn 

• Drug and education piece being constructed. 
 

 Bureau of Epidemiology and Population Health/Division of Communicable Disease/HAI,  
Infectious Diseases Update - Joe Coyle  
• Harm Reduction Progress – Prevention Block Grant 
 Harm Reduction strategies for individuals using substances continues. 
 Introduced Brandon and he gave background information.  
 Harm Reduction media campaign submitted to MDHHS Communications. 
 Harm reduction Summit on April 2, 2019 in Lansing to be sent out soon. 
 Regional Harm Reduction trainings will be taking place. 
 If anyone has other workgroups, Brandon would be willing to contribute. 

 
 Bureau of Health and Wellness/Division of Chronic Disease and Injury Control/Tobacco Section/Injury and 

Violence Prevention Unit – Desiree McLain 
• Data Driven Prevention Initiative for Prescription Drug Overdose  
 is a new staff member, along with five other new staff members.  
 Working on technical assistance.  
 Our new grant application process will be starting soon.  
 CDC kickoff starts at the end of the month.  
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 Bureau of Epidemiology and Population Health/Division of Environmental Health/Environmental Surveillance 
Section – Gabrielle Stroh Steiner/Tom Largo 
• Michigan Opioid Morbidity and Mortality Surveillance  
 In the hiring process for new staff that has started, and more new staff will be starting soon.   
 Supplemental funding project involving distributing funds for toxicology efforts; to obtain more toxicology 

reports on death certificates. 
 

 State Epidemiology Outcomes Workgroup (SEOW) Survey Feedback – Brianna Sabol 
• Survey Results 
 Brianna introduced herself as sitting in for Brooke while she is on maternity leave.  
 Survey results were explained to the group.  
 Based on the results, ideas and suggestions were shared among group members. 

 Please feel free to offer any comments and suggestions to Joel at hoepfner@ceicmh.org, Larry at 
 scottL11@michigan.gov, or Su Min at ohs@michigan.gov  
 
 2017 Overdose Deaths in Michigan – Su Min Oh 

• Key findings were presented on draft document regarding the 2017 Overdose Deaths in Michigan, results included:  
 Age adjusted rate 2017 was significantly higher than 2016 at almost 28 people per 100K people. 
 Gender was higher for males than females. 
 American Indians overdose death rate was higher. 
 Summary in which all the percentages and tables were explained. 

• CDC MMWR article published in December and January comparing 2016 and 2017 overdose deaths. 
• Direct your questions to Su Min at ohs@michigan.gov.  
• Comments included: Match data with county, law enforcement in relation to zip code, mortality response, among 

others. 
• Joel stated that once this document is in final form, it will be shared on the OROSC and Central Data Repository 

(CDR). websites 
 

OTHER:  
N/A 
 
Next Steps/Action Items – Joel Hoepfner 
 Build Needs Assessment on youth marijuana use and access to inform the strategic planning framework process around 

youth marijuana efforts 
 2018 crash data to be shared soon 
 Add gambling to Emerging Issues and Trends section 
 2017 overdose deaths to be shared again 
 
Adjourned – 3:00 pm 
  
NEXT MEETING 
Date:  Wednesday, February 20, 2019 
Time:  1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
Location: Lewis Cass Building 
  320 S Walnut, Cass 5th Fl. Large   
  Lansing, MI 48913  
  517-335-2300 
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