
SAFETY ADVICE FOR PATIENTS & FAMILY MEMBERS

WHAT IS NALOXONE? 
Naloxone is an antidote to opioid overdose. 
It is an opioid antagonist that is used to 
reverse the effects of opioids. Naloxone 
works by blocking opiate receptor sites. 
It is not effective in treating overdoses of 
benzodiazepines (such as Vali- um®, Xanax®, 
or Klonopin®), barbiturates (Seconal® or 
Fiorinal®), clonidine, Elavil®, GHB, or ketamine. 
It is also not effective in treating overdoses of 
stimulants such as cocaine and amphetamines 
(including methamphetamine and Ecstasy). 
However, if opioids are taken in combination 
with other sedatives or stimulants, naloxone 
may be helpful. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION. Naloxone 
may cause dizziness, drowsiness, or fainting.  
These effects may be worse if it is taken 
with alcohol or certain medicines. For more 
information, see  
http://www.fda.gov/drugs/drugsaf 
ety/postmarketdrugsafetyinforma 
tionforpatientsandproviders/ucm 472923.htm.  

REPORT ANY SIDE EFFECTS 
Get emergency medical help if you or 
someone has any signs of an allergic reaction 
after taking naloxone, such as hives, difficulty 
breathing, or swelling of your face, lips, 
tongue, or throat. 

Call your doctor or 911 at once if you have a 
serious side effect such as:
•	 Chest pain, or fast or irregular heartbeats.
•	 Dry cough, wheezing, or feeling short of 

breath.
•	 Sweating, severe nausea, or vomiting.
•	 Severe headache, agitation, anxiety, 

confusion, or ringing in your ears.
•	 Seizures (convulsions).
•	 Feeling that you might pass out.
•	 Slow heart rate, weak pulse, fainting, or 

slowed breathing.

If you are being treated for opioid use 
disorder (either an illicit drug like heroin or 
a medication prescribed for pain), you may 
experience the following symptoms of opioid 
withdrawal after taking naloxone:
•	 Feeling nervous, restless, or irritable.
•	 Body aches.
•	 Dizziness or weakness.
•	 Diarrhea, stomach pain, or mild nausea.
•	 Fever, chills, or goosebumps. 

Sneezing or runny nose in the absence of 
a cold. 

This is not a complete list of side effects, and 
others may occur. Talk to your doctor about 
side effects and how to deal with them.

STORE NALOXONE IN A 
SAFE PLACE 
Naloxone is usually handled and stored by a 
health care provider. 
If you are using naloxone at home, store it in a 
locked cabinet or other space that is out of the 
reach of children or pets. 

SUMMARY: HOW TO AVOID 
OPIOID OVERDOSE
1.	 Take medicine only if it has been 

prescribed to you by your doctor.
2.	 Do not take more medicine or take it more 

often than instructed.
3.	 Call a doctor if your pain gets worse.
4.	 Never mix pain medicines with alcohol, 

sleeping pills, or any illicit substance.
5.	 Store your medicine in a safe place where 

children or pets can- not reach it.
6.	 Learn the signs of overdose and how to 

use naloxone to keep it from becoming 
fatal.

7.	 Teach your family and friends how to 
respond to an overdose.

8.	 Dispose of unused medication properly.

READ MORE AT  
http://www.fda.gov/drugs/drugsafety/p 
ostmarketdrugsafetyinformationforpati entsandproviders/
ucm472923.htm.






