
Total IgG/IgM MIA

Reactive or 
Equivocal 

Reactive

USR 

Reactive Nonreactive Indeterminate
or Atypical

1.  No serologic evidence of infection  
2. Unable to rule out early syphilis* 

-May collect convalescent specimen in 

2-4 weeks for repeat testing 
(or one week if patient is pregnant)

TP-PA

1. No serologic evidence of
infection

2. Unable to rule out early
syphilis *
-May collect convalescent 
specimen in 2-4 weeks for 
repeat testing (or one week 
if patient is pregnant)

3. For a Nonreactive TP-PA;
Equivocal MIA; Reactive
USR- report as INDETERMINATE

Primary or latent infection, or 
previously treated or untreated 
syphilis*

Presumptive evidence 
of syphilis infection

Reverse Testing 
Algorithm at BOL

Nonreactive

Nonreactive

If MIA is Equivocal 

*Recommend additional testing consistent 
with clinical history findings

If MIA is Equivocal, 
Perform  TP-PA

If MIA is Reactive

Indeterminate for syphilis 
infection; potentially early 
infection or false positive*

If MIA is Reactive 

Primary or latent infection,
or previously treated or
untreated syphilis*


