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Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)

• Enacted in 1996, Animal Drug Availability Act

• Serves as an alternative to prescription (Rx) feed

• Directs that feed containing VFD drug(s) may only be 
distributed to animal producers under a veterinarian’s 
supervision and written order

• Prior to 2017, only four VFD drugs 
– Tilmicosin (Pulmitol, Tilmovet – swine, beef)

– Florfenicol (Aquaflor and Nuflor – fish, swine)

– Avilamycin (Kavault – swine, chicken)

– Tylvalosin (Aivlosin – swine)



Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)

• January 1, 2017 deadline

• FDA is moving to eliminate the use of certain drugs 
(i.e. antibiotics) for production purposes

• Bring remaining therapeutic uses under the 
supervision of a licensed veterinarian

– Ensure these drugs are used judiciously and only when 
appropriate for specific animal health claims

• Part of FDA’s overall strategy to ensure judicious use 
of medically important antimicrobials in food-
producing animals



VFD language in MI Feed Law

Michigan Feed Law (P.A. 120 of 1975, as amended)

Sec. 8. A commercial feed or material …shall be 
considered to be adulterated if any of the following 
conditions exist:

(r) It contains a drug defined as a veterinary feed 
directive in 21 CFR 558.3 and does not conform to the 
requirements of 21 CFR 558

Sec. 13. A person manufacturing or distributing 
commercial feed shall comply with all of the following:

(b) The requirements in 21 CFR 558.6 for a veterinary 
feed directive drug as defined in 21 CFR 558.3.
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Example VFD Feed Distribution Schematic
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Issues:
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Use
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Compliance Data

Summary Assessment of Veterinary Feed Directive Compliance 
Activities Conducted in Fiscal Years 2016 – 2018 
https://www.fda.gov/media/130382/download
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Compliance Data



www.michigan.gov/vfd



Questions?

Tim Lyons Phone: (517)284-5644                                        

Email: lyonst1@michigan.gov


