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Public Meeting Details  
Date of Meeting: 

Location:

Time:

Purpose:

Total # of Meeting 
Attendees:

Communication 

Public Hearing Format 
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Comment Sheets 

No Build (0 total votes):

Operational Improvements (6 total votes): 

o

o
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o

Boulevard (24 total votes): 
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o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o
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o

o

o

o
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o

WWTIP (18 total votes):

o
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o
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o

New Interchanges (12 total votes): 

o

o

o
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Exhibit Boards 

Project Articles 
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Public Meeting Photos 
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Attachments

Press Release 
Postcard Mailing 
Meeting Register 

Fact Sheet 
Blank Comment Form 

Exhibits 
PowerPoint Presentation 

Completed Comment Forms 
Project Articles 
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Press Release 



 www.michigan.gov
 (To Print: use your browser's print function)

Release Date: October 04, 2012 
Last Update: October 04, 2012

Contact: Rob Morosi, MDOT Office of Communications,
morosir@michigan.gov

248-483-5127
Agency: Transportation

Second MDOT public meeting on I-275/M-153 (Ford Road) area study in
Wayne County

WHAT: A second open house-style meeting to provide an overview of the ongoing I-275/M-153 (Ford Road)
Area Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation Project in Canton Township. Interested parties will get
a recap of the first meeting, receive new data that has been gathered, and have an opportunity to review
illustrations of various proposed project designs.

WHO: Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) staff
Engineering consultants
Residents, business owners and interested stakeholders

WHEN: Thursday, Oct. 11, 2012
4-7 p.m.

WHERE: Summit on the Park
46000 Summit Parkway
Canton Township

Special accommodations: 734-394-5460

BACKGROUND: MDOT and its consulting team are studying existing traffic patterns and roadway features
while recognizing the needs of the local municipalities and commercial businesses in the area.

Don't Barrel Through Work Zones! - Drive Smart to Stay Alive.

Copyright © 2012 State of Michigan
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Postcard Mailing 
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Fact Sheet 



FACT SHEET
I-275 and M-153 (Ford Road) Area 

Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation
Public Information Meeting – Oct. 11, 2012 

Summit on the Park, Canton, MI 
Purpose
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is investigating improvements to existing traffic and roadway 
features while recognizing the needs of local municipalities and commercial businesses in the study area.  Today, 
MDOT will share new data that has been gathered, recap the first public meeting, and unveil the illustrations of 
various alternate designs for the project.  

Study Area 
The study area for the project is bordered by Sheldon Road, Warren Road, Lotz Road, and Cherry Hill Road as 
indicated on the map located on the back side of this fact sheet.   

Illustrative Alternative Quick Facts 
1. No-Build:  Assumes no changes from current conditions. 
2. Operational Improvements*:  Addition of a westbound through-lane on Ford Road from I-275 to Sheldon Road 

and conversion of the existing eastbound right turn lane at Haggerty Road to a shared right through lane. 
3. Ford Road Boulevard*:  Provides a Ford Road boulevard with two through-lanes in each direction, with restricted 

left turns at intersections, numerous passenger vehicle turnarounds, and truck turnarounds where necessary. 
4. Western Wayne Transportation Improvement Plan Study*:  Provides direct southbound I-275 ramp access to 

Haggerty Road north and south of Ford Road, reducing congestion at the Ford and Haggerty intersection.  
Includes a frontage road from Cherry Hill Road north to Ford Road and a modification of the northbound I-275 
entrance ramp. 

5. Warren and Cherry Hill Interchanges*:  This option presents full-access interchanges at Cherry Hill Road and 
Warren Road to alleviate traffic at the Ford Road/Haggerty Road intersection as well as the Ford Road/I-275 
interchange. 

*Additional Improvements: 
Intersection improvements along Cherry Hill Road 
Pave Lotz Road 
Additional pedestrian crossings with pushbuttons 
Provide bike crossings at bike path 
Provide overhead lighting at signals 
Access management (shared drives) 

Next Steps 
Determine the practical alternatives 
Begin traffic and environmental studies 
Present the practical alternatives at the next public meeting in early 2013 

MDOT Project Manager 
Gorette Yung, P.E. 
MDOT Taylor TSC 

6510 Telegraph Road, Taylor, MI 48180 
Phone: 313-375-2400 

E-mail questions to: yungg@michigan.gov
E-mail comments to: MDOT-ford275@michigan.gov

More information can be found at: www.michigan.gov/mdotstudies



FACT SHEET
I-275 and M-153 (Ford Road) Area 

Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation
Public Information Meeting – Oct. 11, 2012 

Summit on the Park, Canton, MI 

Spring 2012 Summer 2012 – Winter 2013 Spring 2013

Study Area Map

Schedule
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Blank Comment Form 



I 275 at M 153 (Ford Road) Area
Traffic and Environmental Study
Public Information Meeting Comment Form
Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
City:_______________________ State:______ Zip Code:_____________ Phone #:_______________________
E mail Address:___________________________

Please Vote Below and on reverse!! 

Please place this form in a comment box.

Comments and questions may also be sent to:
Gorette Yung, Project Manager

MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph Road

Taylor, MI 48180
313 375 2400

E mail questions to: yungg@michigan.gov
E mail comments to: MDOT ford275@michigan.gov

More information at: www.michigan.gov/mdotstudies
Comments will be accepted through Oct. 25, 2012.

Illustrative Alternative

Which alternative do
you feel needs to be
studied in the next

phase (maximum of
two additional)

Comments

No Build X
Alternative will be carried forward to compare against
other alternatives.

Operational Improvements

Boulevard

WWTIP

New Interchanges



What factors are the most important to you in analyzing the alternatives?
(Check all that apply)

Noise
Natural Resources (waterways)
Direct Access to Businesses
Property Impacts (Right of Way/Land Use)
Parkland/Greenspace
Contamination
Air Quality
Water Quality
Pedestrian and Bike Access
Other:
Other:
Other:
Other:

Other comments relating to the I 275 at M 153 (Ford Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your valuable input! 
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Exhibits 
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From: MDOT-Ford275
To: Stroupe, Adrian
Cc: Yung, Gorette (MDOT); Wendling, Matthew D.; Smith, Brian David
Subject: FW: Ford/I-275 Comments
Date: Thursday, October 18, 2012 5:17:52 PM

Hi Adrian,

Please see the comment below. 

I already submitted a response to this resident.

Thanks,
Mike

From: Jack Stange [mailto:jkstange@wowway.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 3:40PM
To: MDOT-Ford275
Subject: Ford/I-275 Comments

I do not like the idea involving adding a North bound service drive. There would be a traffic conflict at
the North end with cars turning East off North bound I-275 and the Northbound drivers coming off the
service drive wanting to continue North on I-275. Instead of a service drive being put in, I’d rather see
an entrance directly onto I-275 North at Cherry Hill Road with an extra lane to the right of existing
lanes allowing cars to come onto I-275 (from Cherry Hill) and exit I-275 (to Ford Road).

In that same plan, the South bound I-275 traffic needs to exit to Haggerty (South of Ford Road) without
having to go through the Ford Road traffic light at the current exit. In other words, I don’t like their idea
of the exit on the South side of Ford Road, in the current ramp area.  This would be confusing to the
traffic turning South bound off East bound Ford Road.  I don’t know of any other Interstate connections
that have a cross street at an entrance/exit, though I guess traffic could do that if needed. That exit
(East bound Ford to South bound I-275) would have to have an additional traffic light to prevent
accidents from the traffic going straight across to the other entrance. Is there anything wrong with
South bound Haggerty Road traffic exiting at the same exit North of Ford Road? What difference does
it make if they have to go straight through the light at Ford Road to be South of Ford Road? I just
never understood why they wanted a separate exit on the South side of Ford Road for entrance onto
Haggerty Road. Time the lights differently if needed.

If this isn’t feasible, the suggestion of a boulevard with turn-a-rounds would be second, but I see that
as a large project that would have a lot of road torn up in the process.  The turn around would have to
be large enough to allow large tractor-trailers to turn, and that involves a lot of space, not counting a
long turning lane for the turns as well as at Haggerty Road. (Visualize Michigan Avenue)

Thank you for consideration.

Jack Stange

Ph: 734-326-7552
1948 Knolson St.
Westland, MI 48185



1

Maki, Lindsay

From: Wendling, Matthew D.
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 4:23 PM
To: Maki, Lindsay
Subject: FW: Ford Road

Matt D. Wendling, PE
CDM Smith
517.622.2500

From: MDOT-Ford275 [mailto:MDOT-Ford275@michigan.gov]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 1:00 PM 
To: Stroupe, Adrian 
Cc: Yung, Gorette (MDOT); Wendling, Matthew D.; Smith, Brian David 
Subject: FW: Ford Road 

Hi Adrian,

Please see the comment below.

I already submitted a response to this resident.

Thanks,
Mike

From: Sarah Parrish [mailto:separrish@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 12:38PM 
To: MDOT-Ford275 
Subject: Ford Road 

Hello, 

I am a Canton resident and just read the Observer article about the Ford Road improvements. 

I would like to say, I support the idea of turing Ford road into a boulevard with a middle grassy area and two 
lanes in each direction.  This was completed on Michigan Avenue and Woodward Avenue - two very heavily 
traveled roads.  It makes turning into and out of businesses much safer and allows for an high volume of traffic 
to go through with minimal interruptions.  I understand Ford Road business owners are concerned with 
construction, but many people already to not shop or travel along Ford Road because of the heavy traffic.  This 
would be the best improvement, in my opinion. 

Please keep us updated on the status and timing of the Ford Road project. 

Thank you, 
Sarah Parrish 







1

Wendling, Matthew D.

From: MDOT-Ford275 [MDOT-Ford275@michigan.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 16, 2012 3:57 PM
To: Stroupe, Adrian
Cc: Bellini, Michael  (MDOT); Wendling, Matthew D.
Subject: FW: Hussam from westland MI

FYI from Ford & 275 project email address

From: hussam jawadie [mailto:jawadhussam@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 16, 2012 1:05PM 
To: MDOT-Ford275 
Subject: Hussam from westland MI 

hi
i support the plan to have an exit from 275 to warren rd. 
i live close to the mall and its much easier to drive on warren to 275
raither than go to ford rd and take the exit there 

thank you 
hussam from westland mi 







From: MDOT-Ford275
To: Stroupe, Adrian
Cc: Yung, Gorette (MDOT); Wendling, Matthew D.; Smith, Brian David
Subject: FW: Ford Road
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 1:12:23 PM

Adrian,

Please see the comment below. 

I already submitted a response to this resident.

Thanks,
Mike

From: Denise Chapman [mailto:dschapman@comcast.net] 
Sent: Sunday, October 21, 2012 2:39PM
To: MDOT-Ford275
Subject: Ford Road

Another study and more money wasted while nothing happens!  I have lived at the SW corner of
Ford and Lilley since 1974.  You let Ford Road  get away from you and I doubt anything will ever
change.

And on another note, it really made since to close the roads  just to the south (Cherry Hill) and
north (Warren) of Ford Road going over 275 at the same time to put even more traffic on Ford
Road!  Apparently none of you live in Canton.

Denise Chapman



From: MDOT-Ford275
To: Stroupe, Adrian
Cc: Yung, Gorette (MDOT); Wendling, Matthew D.; Smith, Brian David
Subject: FW: Ford Road in Canton Easy Solutions
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 6:53:52 AM

Adrian,

Please see the comment below. 

Thanks,
Mike

From: Gary Borchardt [mailto:gborchardt@ameritech.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 5:32PM
To: MDOT-Ford275
Cc: plajoy@canton-mi.org
Subject: Ford Road in Canton Easy Solutions

There are many, some controversial, options to help relieve traffic and accidents on
Ford Road in Canton.  However, there are TWO SIMPLE, REAL and LESS
EXPENSIVE solutions that will make Ford Road safer and keep the flow of traffic
moving on this busy, accident prone thoroughfare.

1.  Install "SMART LIGHTS"  from I-275 to Canton Center Road.  I don't mean just
change the timing of the lights -- that won't work, but have lights cycle in relation to
the amount of traffic at any given time.  For instance, the southbound left turn onto
Haggerty Road presently allows 3 (maybe 4) cars to legally turn left although traffic is
backed up through the I-275 exit ramps.  (Then another 3-4 cars go through on yellow
and red).  This needs to be done at Haggerty, Lilley, Sheldon and Canton Center.  At
the same time, if there is NO traffic on the cross roads, then why should the lights
change -- for instance Morton Taylor at Ford gets a Green Light even if there is no
traffic traveling on Morton Taylor.  The smart lights can also ease west-east and
north-south traffic depending on traffic volume and time of day by allowing added
time for through traffic when needed.  All these major intersections need right hand
turn lanes (where space is available) and left hand turn signals.  Then as east-west
Ford Road has at Sheldon, allow right turns when cross traffic has left turn signals.   I
have spent 30+ years traveling all across the great US and most major cities and
major roadways use a SMART LIGHT system.  I would also recommend that left turn
signals precede through traffic instead of after light like 95% of our great country. 
Someone needs to look at and study Ann Arbor's smart light system (although
Canton needs cameras instead of weighted roads) to see how smart lights can keep
traffic moving smoothly.

2.  NO LEFT TURNS into or out of any business between I-275 and Haggerty. 
Motorists turning left into and out of White Castle or Bob Evans creaets gridlock and
accidents.  Traffic needs to be routed to Haggerty to utilize both the North and South
businesses in this area.  The access road system is already in place, we just need



driveway alterations to prevent illegal left hand turns.  Eventually with the cooperation
of businesses along Ford Road, access roads can handle traffic on other sections of
Ford Road eliminating dangerous left hand turns into and out of these businesses.

Please look at and consider these simple proposed changes on Ford Road, at least
as a temporary solution until time and money is available to make major road
improvements (I like the boulevard option) possible.

Gary Borchardt
44226 Fair Oaks
Canton, MI
734.981.0394



From: MDOT-Ford275
To: Stroupe, Adrian
Cc: Yung, Gorette (MDOT); Wendling, Matthew D.; Smith, Brian David
Subject: FW: Ford road study comments
Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 6:53:07 AM

Hi Adrian,

Please see the comment below. 

Thanks,
Mike

-----Original Message-----
From: Tom Yack [mailto:thomasyack@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 10:03AM
To: MDOT-Ford275
Subject: Re: Ford road study comments

Thomas Yack
2394 Lexington Circle, Canton, 48188
734-495-1137
Thomasyack@gmail.com

Let me begin my comments by identifying myself as Tom Yack, former Supervisor of Canton Township.
I wish to share some general comments before referencing the Ford Road options presented by the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT).

Approximately five years ago MDOT conducted a very comprehensive Ford Road traffic study. As a I
recall the study cost approximately $500,000. The study area was Ford north to Warren, south to
Cherry Hill, Wayne Road to the east and Canton Center Road to the west. The included a number of
public meetings, some soliciting public comment and others sharing findings. The study produced a
number of findings and recommendations. The most significant finding described a series of
modifications and additions to the I-275 ramps. The modifications included slip ramps both north and
south of Ford and Haggerty and two new access points, one at Cherry Hill and another at Warren.

The Canton administration recognized that this study was but the first step in a series of steps leading
to the ultimate "fix" for the
Ford/Haggerty/I-275 area. As you are well aware this area is very dangerous for the motoring public.In
fact, it has been identified as one of the most dangerous in Michigan.

I understand the need to conduct an environmental study. However, i do not understand why MDO is
"putting on the table" new options to be studied.

The issue in my mind is removing as much traffic from Ford and Haggerty intersection as possible. The
distance from the I-275 ramps to Haggerty Road is unacceptable (poorly designed). There is too little
stacking space for the volume of traffic either leaving or entering I-275 east of Haggerty.

I believe adding lanes or a boulevard will do little to produce a positive result (reduce traffic in the
affected area). Although a boulevard may add some beauty to Ford Road, however, it will have a
tremendous negative impact on businesses located along Canton's business corridor. Adding a west
bound lane and reassigning an east bound lane will do little to alleviate the safety issues at Haggerty
and Ford Road.

Adding an interchange at Cherry Hill or Warren is unrealistic. At the Cherry Hill all four quadrants are
fully developed with apartment complexes. As an aside I personally communicate to MDOT in the early
90's that Canton was prepared to purchase all four quadrants at Cherry Hill if MDOT would pay for
construction of the interchange. MDOT rejected this offer and indicated that even if we could promise



$1 billion of new development MDOT would not support our offer. A Warren Road interchange is also
out of the question because the Yazaki Corporation has a major research facility in the southwest
quadrant.
Two office buildings in the northwest quadrant. The two  east quadrants are heavily impacted by
wetlands. As a result of the above interchanges at these two locations are our of the question.

To fully address the problems at the Ford/Haggerty/I275 area the following offer the only viable
solutions;

1. The Western Wayne Transportation Improvement Plan Study.

2. Pave Lotz Road (this would provide a new access option to to I-275 for traffic moving west on Cherry
Hill (to access I-275) and for traffic east wishing to avoid the Ford/Haggery intersection.

3, Canton has been aggressive in its efforts to implement access management along Ford Road. More
can be done.

4. Widening Cherry Hill would improve traffic flow and provide improved access to the Cherry Hill access
identified in the WWTP.

What factors are the most important to you in analyzing the alternatives?

1. Direct access to businesses

2. Property impacts (Right of Way/Land Use)

Other comments:

Canton with a population of 90,000+ resident has but tow points of access to I-275.Ford Road not only
serves as the primary ingress and egress point to I-275, it is also Canton's major commercial corridor.
It is essential to separate, as much as possible, commercial traffic from commuter traffic. The only
option that accomplishes this is the WWTIP. Canton residents have waited years for improvements to be
made to this area.
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MDOT reveals Ford Road traffic-fix options in Canton

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Inching closer to a potential solution to Ford Road traffic woes in Canton, the Michigan Department of
Transportation has unveiled five alternate plans amid an ongoing study that could have far-reaching implications
for area motorists, residents and businesses.

MDOT officials and a consulting firm, Wilbur Smith Associates, rolled out the proposals Thursday evening and
sought public opinion during an informal meeting inside Summit on the Park — the second state-led Ford Road
session since June.

Though a project timeline and the money to pay for it remain elusive, MDOT project manager Gorette Yung said
officials have made strides with traffic and environmental studies in hopes of choosing the best alternative by next
spring.

“We’re definitely making progress,” she said, as residents pored over maps and data to understand the following
five proposals:

• Seemingly the least popular, one plan suggests doing nothing to tackle Ford Road traffic problems that led to
2,378 crashes between Lotz and Canton Center during a six-year period.

“I think something needs to be done because traffic flow is bad,” said Cheryl Collier, a White Castle district
supervisor who struggles to get to the chain’s restaurant on Ford east of Haggerty.

• A second proposal involves adding a westbound lane on Ford Road from I-275 to Sheldon Road, partly by
converting turn lanes to one long through-lane. The eastbound lane at Haggerty also would be improved to ease
traffic flow.

Mark Fisher, MDOT transportation engineer, said this proposal’s main drawback is that a new westbound lane
likely would usher in 15-20 percent more traffic on Ford Road.

“This plan would work, but for how long?” he asked.

• A third plan, one that seemed to fuel some support, calls for making Ford Road a boulevard by turning the
middle turn lane into a grassy area and maintaining two lanes in each direction from I-275 to west of Sheldon. It
involves restricting left turns at intersections and incorporating vehicle and large-truck turnarounds similar to those
on Michigan Avenue.

“I like the boulevard (option),” said Erin Ware, who lives near the IKEA store at Ford and Haggerty.

Officials say one potential detriment is that a boulevard could limit access to Ford Road businesses, though some
local leaders have said traffic bottlenecks already threaten to choke off Canton’s core shopping district.
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Though the boulevard concept would force a slight widening of Ford Road, Canton Municipal Services Director
Tim Faas said the proposal on the surface has appeal.

“It moves the most amount of traffic and reduces the most accidents from a pure engineering standpoint,” he said.

• The fourth option involves the long-discussed proposal to add access ramps from the southbound I-275 exit ramp
to north and south Haggerty Road, allowing drivers to avoid Ford Road. It also entails adding a northbound service
drive east of the interstate from Cherry Hill to just north of Ford Road.

“I could almost never have to drive on Ford Road again,” Ware said with a smile.

Canton and MDOT had submitted this proposal four times for a federal grant dubbed TIGER, Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery, only to face disappointment.

However, officials say the major flaw of the so-called TIGER plan is that it would mostly address traffic
congestion in the Ford-Haggerty area, rather than in a broader area. Moreover, this plan is costlier and could have
a more far-reaching environmental impact.

• The fifth and final proposal — and by far the most expensive and intrusive on the environment, residents and
businesses — centers on building two new interchanges along I-275 at Cherry Hill and Warren Road. Some
residents said the magnitude of this proposal is daunting.

Canton resident Andy Psilis told Matt Wendling, a civil senior engineer for Wilbur Smith Associates, that until
MDOT chooses one option, other traffic-easing measures could be adopted such as having traffic lights better
timed along Ford Road.

Wendling agreed. “That’s one of the easier fixes, and that’s going to be one of our short-term fixes.”

MDOT and consultants say the ultimate plan has to include consideration of waterways, the I-275 bike path,
wetlands and other issues. Any solution isn’t easy, they say, in an area that is largely developed.

Psilis said he is encouraged that MDOT has taken its study seriously.

“I’m hopeful,” he said. “I drive Ford Road every day.”

Yung, meanwhile, said MDOT hopes within the next few days to have the proposals online at
www.michigan.gov/mdotstudies. She said residents are invited to send their comments to
MDOT-ford275@michigan.gov.

“We want feedback to know what people are thinking,” she said.
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