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Summary of Public Information Meeting #3 e |-275 at M-153 (Ford Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study

Public Meeting Detalils

Date of Meeting: March 27,2013
Location: Summit on the Park
46000 Summit Parkway
Canton, M1 48188
Time: 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Purpose: To provide a recap of the first and second public meetings, share new data that

has been gathered, and unveil the Practical Alternatives for the [-275 at M-153
(Ford Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation Project. The
meeting allowed for one-on-one interaction with Study Team members and an
explanation of the study for the public through exhibits, a power point
presentation, and video. Attendees were given an opportunity to provide
feedback and public comments to Study Team members.

Total # of Meeting
Attendees: 50 signed in

Communication

A notice for an upcoming meeting was posted in two of the Canton FOCUS monthly newsletters and is
located at the end of this summary. At the time of printing the meeting date and time had not been
determined and newsletter readers were encouraged to look for the meeting date and time using the
following resources: call the Michigan Department Of Transportation (MDOT), Canton Community
Television updates, Canton’s Facebook page, Canton’s Twitter page, and on Canton’s website. As soon as
the meeting date and time were determined a meeting notice about the purpose and location of the
meeting was posted on the Michigan Department of Transportation website, and the Canton Township
website on March 19, 2013. Representative Douglas Geiss also posted the meeting notice on his website
on March 20, 2013. All of these meeting notices are included at the back of this summary.

A postcard with information about the purpose and location of the meeting was mailed to all businesses
within the project study area and is included at the back of this summary.

Public Hearing Format

The Public Information Meeting was conducted using an open-house format. The meeting took place
continuously from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with team members gathered to field questions and guide
visitors through exhibits, a power point presentation, and a video.
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Upon arrival, attendees were asked to sign the meeting register, given a project fact sheet and a
comment form to fill out stating their name and contact information. Attendees were encouraged to fill
out and submit the comment forms and/or speak to a Study Team member concerning any questions
they had about the project and the Illustrative Alternatives presented. All of these documents are
included at the back of this summary.

The public was given the opportunity to learn about the project history, data gathered to-date, view the
[llustrative Alternatives shared at the second public information meeting, and the Practical Alternatives
were unveiled through large exhibit boards and a traffic video. The displayed exhibits, power point
slides, and video stills can be found at the back of this summary.

Exhibit Boards

Welcome

Project Purpose and Need
What We Heard

Crash History (2006 - 2011)
Road Safety Audit

Project Constraints

[llustrative Alternative 1 - Advanced

[llustrative Alternative 2 - Advanced

[llustrative Alternative 3 - Advanced

[llustrative Alternative 4 — Dismissed

[llustrative Alternative 5 — Dismissed

Practical Alternative 1: No-Build (map)

Practical Alternative 1: No-Build (description)

16’ roll-plot of Practical Alternative 2: Operational Improvements
Practical Alternative 2: Operational Improvements (description)
16’ roll-plot of Practical Alternative 3: Boulevard

Practical Alternative 3: Boulevard (description)

Other Potential Improvements

Practical Alternative Performance Measures

PowerPoint Presentation: 1-275 at M-153 (Ford Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study
Traffic Video

Comment Sheets

Attendees were asked to vote and comment on their favorite Practical Alternative and asked for
additional comments relating to the Study.

Practical Alternative Votin

No-Build (O total votes):

e Larry Lucas: Not good.
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Virginia Garner: This one is a non-starter. Something needs to be done!
James McKeon: Add right turn lane to WB Ford Road at Haggerty so current lane goes to Lilley.
Katherine Robinson: Not an option if more businesses grow.

Operational Improvements (2 total votes):

Bartley Patterson: Improve conditions while keeping some function to the streetscape already in
place

Larry Lucas: No improvement.

Katherine Robinson: Seem a short term fix.

Boulevard (13 total votes):

Kathy LeFevre: This is, by far, the best option.

Tom Gamache: This was proposed in 1976 by a group of homeowners; MDOT did two aerial
survey of the proposed ROW. MDOT projected the timing to improved Ford Road (from two-
lane) to be approx. 4-5 years. At that time only two businesses would have had to be relocated:
The Rusty Rail bar and The Century 21 real estate office. Hope it goes through this time.

Ryan Eggenberger: PLEASE!!

John Kowalksi: Get trucks onto Haggerty as best possible. Get Haggerty Road access for rush
hour traffic easier.

Bartley Patterson: I feel the boulevard will hurt the business community during the time that
this is being done.

Frank Tintinalli: Provide street lights not sidewalk lights - so can see curb of boulevard.

James Mastronardi: Best option given the existing building constraints

Larry Lucas: This is the only one that will address the left turn problem.

Paul LeFevre: [ believe this will help with congestion and beautification. Let’s start it!

Tony Gullitti: Based on all the engineering analysis this is the best option. It looks like it will
resolved many issues of traffic flow.

Virginia Garner: This would help with flow of traffic and appears that it would make it safer.
Matt Stacey: Seems to offer the best corridor progression.

Katherine Robinson: Feel boulevards could be safer. Beautify the road. Create less congestion.

Other Comments:

The additional improvements for Lotz and Haggerty truck route would also be welcome and be
beneficial.

1st mistake - when Ford Road widen it was not made into boulevard. 2nd mistake - too costly to
buy emanate domain property at intersections of Warren and/or Cherry Hill. 3rd mistake - not
providing for Canton future expension now instead of later. 4th mistake - “Get It Done” another
year or so does not help.

[ believe there could be a hybrid of the alternatives. Find a way to relieve pressure from
everyone getting off at Ford. Use Warren south to help eliminate traffic at Ford - use Cherry Hill
to eliminate Ford. Don’t have to have cloverleaf exists and entrance at each Warren & Cherry
hill.
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e Provide Cherry Hill access to [-275. Provide ramp access to Haggerty at IKEA from [-275 to go
North and South elevate traffic at Ford Road. Cherry Hill road to be widened to Canton Center.

o The boulevard seems to be the best to fix the safety issues of crashes of Ford Road.
e All problems are left turners into or out of stores. A boulevard will stop 99% of accidents.

e Truckrestrictions at Ford Road N or S of [-275 any over 3-axles. No trucks between 0700-2000.
Trucks over 3 axles going west on Ford from M-16 (US 23) cannot continue west on Ford road
from Canon Center Road to I-275 between 0700-2000. Do everything you can to eliminate left
turns into or out of businesses. Ideally all drives on to Ford Road should be closed - only right
turns out of businesses onto Ford Road. They need access created to businesses from the rear of
the businesses at Haggerty, Lilley, Morton Taylor, and Sheldon. Canton Center roads access from
north or south sides behind businesses. The way this area is growing my guess is you are 5-7
years away from doing it anyhow. No left turns onto Ford Road each direction. EVER. Must
turn right onto Ford Road. Trucks can use Michigan Avenue and Joy Road during restricted
hours - over three axles.

e Regarding Boulevard: Add another lane on eastbound Ford both before and after Haggerty.
Before Haggerty allow traffic to go south on Haggerty and after the light so south on I-275. That
would allow traffic going on I-275 north to stay in the next lane and continue onto I-275 north
without shifting lanes. Also increase storage on westbound Ford before Haggerty, possibly
eliminate the turnaround west of Haggerty to allow a full four lanes eastbound. That would
ensure the storage clears for each light cycle. For construction work on I-275/Ford/Haggerty
first that would allow or better detours during the remaining construction west of there. |
talked with Brian Smith about this. Thank you again for holding this meeting!

e The backup and traffic every weekend is just getting worse and worse.

e How about adding a drive on the [-275 southbound exit ramp that would lead to Haggerty if
traffic wants to travel north of Haggerty. This idea is one included with the 4th alternative that
the state applied for a TIGER grant. It's an added expense to the 3rd alternative but would get
some traffic off Ford Rd.

e  Good work by Wilbur Smith Associates and MDOT on the options!

e Turning at present have to be very alert on Ford Road. People cut in front of you to cross to the
other side - when they are coming out of the stores - like where turn lanes could be going either
left/right.

e [ welcome I-275/Cherry Hill Road interchange because it is much simpler than Ford Road
expansions and possible ramp modifications. For a short term resolution at Ford/Haggerty
intersection, [ believe light timing and directions could be optimized for traffic jam there?!
Longer passing time for Ford E/W than Haggerty N/S may relieve the traffic jam from I-

275 /Ford exits.

o [ donotlike the idea of a boulevard, esp. not extended all the way to Sheldon where left turns
are really not that difficult. Operational improvements would be fine as would not doing
anything in hopes that perhaps monies would be available in a subsequent year.

e [ have been in favor of a boulevard for years, even before it became a consideration officially. It
will be far more visually appealing. [ have also noticed other major roads; i.e. Telegraph,
Michigan Ave, etc. where boulevards have been built and have always noticed traffic moves
along very well. [ thinkit's a greatidea and hope to see this as the Ford Road improvement.
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e [ would like to see Ford Road Eastbound be 3 lanes of through traffic from Lilly to Haggerty.
Then add a fourth Eastbound land on Eastbound Ford just before Haggerty. The third and
fourth lanes should continue to the I-275 interchange. The fourth lane at Haggerty would allow
for access to Haggerty (Southbound and turn around for Northbound Haggerty) and for
entrance to [-275 Southbound. The third lane would allow for access to I-275 Northbound
without lane shifting. Configuring the lanes like this would minimize lane shifting to get on to I-
275. The additional third lane on Ford would allow I-275 and Haggerty traffic to queue,
allowing for two full lanes of Eastbound through traffic. Currently Eastbound Ford traffic
queues all the way west of Lilly on Saturday/Sunday afternoons, as well as the morning/evening
commutes.

Comment sheets and written comments received at the Public Information Meeting are included in full
at the back of this summary.

Project Articles

Canton FOCUS Newsletter - February 2013

Canton FOCUS Newsletter - March 2013

MDOT Meeting Notice - March 19, 2013

Canton Township Meeting Notice - March 19, 2013

Rep. Geiss Meeting Notice — March 20, 2013

The Detroit News Meeting Notice - March 22,2013

Canton Observer/Hometown Life Article - March 28,2013
Canton Township Website Article - April 3, 2013

Canton Observer/Hometown Life Article - April 14, 2013 (1)
Canton Observer/Hometown Life Article - April 14, 2013 (2)

(Full articles are attached.)
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Public Meeting Photos

.........
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Attachments

Meeting Articles

Postcard
Sign-In Sheets
Fact Sheet
Blank Comment Form
Exhibits
Power Point Presentation
Traffic Video Stills
Completed Comment Sheets
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Meeting Articles
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FOCUS on Leisure Services
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MDOT - MDOT to hold third public meeting on 1-275/M-153 (Ford Road) area study in ... Page 1 of 1

close print view
MDOT to hold third public meeting on 1-275/M-153 (Ford Road) area study in Wayne County

Contact: Rob Morosi, MDOT Office of Communications,
morosir@michigan.gov

248-483-5127

Agency: Transportation

WHAT: The third open-house style public meeting to discuss the ongoing I-275/Ford Road Area Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation Project in Canton
Township. MDOT will be recapping previous meetings, sharing new data, and presenting practical alternatives to gauge public opinion.

WHO: Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) project staff
Engineering consultants
Residents, business owners and interested stakeholders

WHEN: Wednesday, March 27, 2013 4-7 p.m.

WHERE: Summit on the Park
46000 Summit Parkway Canton Township

Special accommodations: 734-394-5460

BACKGROUND: MDOT and its consulting team are studying existing traffic patterns and roadway features while recognizing the needs of the local municipalities and
commercial businesses in the area.

MDOT reminds drivers: Snowplows need room to groom.

Michigan.gov Home I MDOT Home | Site Map | FAQ | State Web Sites I Office of Regulatory Reinvention I Spending & Accountability

Privacy Policy I Link Policy | Accessibility Policy | Security Policy | Michigan News | Michigan.gov Survey

Copyright © 2001-2013 State of Michigan

http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9620 11057-297646--,00.html 3/29/2013
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MDOT Holds March 27 Public Meeting on 1-275/Ford Road
Interchange

March 19, 2013, Canton, M1 — The Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) will hold the next public meeting for the I1-275 at M-153 (Ford
Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation on Wednesday,
March 27 from 4-7 pm in Canton’s Summit on the Park Grand Ballroom.

During the meeting MDOT plans to share a DRAFT report detailing several
proposed alternatives to address Ford Road congestion. Public input and
participation at this meeting are strongly encouraged. The meeting will be an
open house format. There will be no formal presentation but numerous
stations will be available for you to get information on the project or to talk
with project team members.

For more information on the meeting please call MDOT at 313/375-2400.
Media Contac: MDOT, 313/375-2400
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Rep. Geiss Encourages Residents to Attend MDOT 1-275/Ford Road Public Meeting. | St... Page 1 of 1

DIOUGLAS A GELSS

March 20, 2013 # dmssi @

Rep. Geiss Encourages Residents to Attend MDOT 1-275/Ford
Road Public Meeting.

BACKGROUND: The Michigan Department of Transportation and its consulting team are studying existing traffic patterns and roadway features while
recognizing the needs of the local municipalities and commercial businesses in the area.

WHAT: The third open-house style public meeting to discuss the ongoing 1-275/Ford Road Area Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation Project in
Canton Township. MDOT will be recapping previous meetings, sharing new data and presenting practical alternatives to gauge public opinion.

WHO: MDOT project staff, engineering consultants, residents, business owners, interested stakeholders
WHEN: Wednesday, March 27, 4-7 p.m.
WHERE: Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway, Canton Township

For special accommodations call 734-394-5460

© 2013 Michigan House Democrats
P.O. Box 30014  Lansing, MI 48909-7514

http://012.housedems.com/news/article/rep-geiss-encourages-residents-to-attend-mdot-i-27... 3/29/2013



http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130322/OPINION03/303220353/1414/METRO05

MDOT seeks public input on Ford Road traffic _
sun, Apr 14 detroitnews.com

Here's some information you should know.

d The Michigan Department of Transportation has slated a public meeting for the
Interstate 275/Ford Road (M-153) traffic study in Canton Township.

"This will be
the third public
meeting on the
traffic situation
at this
location,"
MDOT
spokesman Rob
Morosi said.
"Ford Road
was originally
a boulevard
with a few

~ businesses that
was mostly

used as a direct
Westbound Ford Road at 1-275 is full of traffic heading toward the commercial district in Canton. MDOT route to

wants to talk to business owners and residents to find the best way to improve mobility and safety in the area. Wash
(Googlemaps) ashtenaw

County. It was
farming back then, but now it's suburbia. Ford Road is now a huge commercial corridor that attracts traffic from
miles around.”

According to Morosi, MDOT is trying to identify through studies and talking to businesses and residents what would
be the ideal fix for increased mobility and safety in the area.

"What would it need? Additional interchanges with access to Cherry Hill or would it be widening Ford Road?"
Morosi said. "And identifying a fix and being able to fund it is two separate stories."

The meeting will be held from 4-7 p.m. Wednesday at Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway, Canton
Township.

Crash reports now online

Did you know Michigan has initiated a program where you can get a copy of traffic crash reports, all without having
to leave your home?

It's called the Traffic Crash Purchasing System (http://detne.ws/1630Aiy), and it offers reports provided by all
Michigan law enforcement agencies for a $10 fee.

It's pretty handy since many insurance companies require their clients to obtain a copy of the report for any crash in
which they have been involved.

Credit card payment for the report is required before viewing or printing the crash report image and all charges are in
U.S. currency.

Page 1 of 2 15/04/2013 10:46 AM



http://www.detroitnews.com/article/20130322/OPINION03/303220353/1414/METRO05
(Incidentally, at no extra cost you can reprint crash reports you've already bought.)

For information, either call (517) 241-1699 or email crashpurchaseTCPS@michigan.gov.
tgreenwood@detroitnews.com
* Bob Wojnowski: Burke is headed to the NBA, right after he’s done traveling the

country to collect all his awards. John Beilein and pretty much everyone knew this
was coming, which made Sunday’s announcement relatively upbeat.

® Brian J. O'Connor: Need a loan to pay your taxes? Try the IRS

Page 2 of 2 15/04/2013 10:46 AM
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Ford Road boulevard plan gaining steam in Canton

Written by Darrell Clem Staff Writer i
Mar. 28 hometownlife.com

A proposal to transform Ford Road into a boulevard in Canton is gaining momentum as the Michigan Department of
Transportation narrows the list of options to ease traffic congestion along the bustling thoroughfare.

“l think a boulevard is what’s going to happen,” township Supervisor Phil LaJoy said.

His remarks came as MDOT officials Wednesday evening visited Summit on the Park to gauge public opinion as
they inch toward finding a solution to fix one of Michigan’s most accident-prone, traffic-clogged roads.

Gorette Yung, MDOT project manager, said public support appears to lean toward the boulevard concept, based on
feedback the state has received. The plan also calls for paving Lotz Road from Cherry Hill to Ford.

“The support is very overwhelming from the community,” Yung said Wednesday.

A formal decision on a Ford Road fix is expected by early to mid-summer, said Matt Wendling, senior engineer for
Wilbur Smith Associates, a consulting firm hired by MDOT to spearhead the latest study.

“We are not far from making that decision,” he said.

Wendling said officials hope to reach a consensus among MDOT, Canton Township, the local Downtown
Development Authority, Westland and federal highway authorities.

“We have to make sure everybody is on board,” he said.
MDOT has narrowed down the Ford Road plan to three options:
* Do nothing. Most everyone calls this option unacceptable.

» Adopt a Band-aid approach by adding a westbound Ford lane from 1-275 to Sheldon and an eastbound lane from
Lilley to Haggerty, along with better turn lanes at key intersections.

* Transform Ford Road into a boulevard by adding greenery and landscaping to separate east and west lanes;
widening the road to three lanes in certain areas; prohibiting left turns at major intersections; and installing
turn-around lanes similar to those on Michigan Avenue.

MDOT has eliminated other options such as reshaping the 1-275-Ford interchange — a plan killed by federal
officials — and a costly suggestion to add new interchanges along the interstate at Cherry Hill and Warren roads.

MDOT and local officials say that leaves the boulevard as likely the best alternative, considering Ford Road in
coming years will have to undergo a major reconstruction, regardless.

“If anything, the facts are kind of pointing in that direction because Ford Road will have to be improved anyway,”
Wendling said.

Wending, Yung and others have said officials would try to disrupt Canton’s main shopping corridor as little as
possible during construction, though traffic snarls and other difficulties would be unavoidable.

MDOT still would have to figure out a funding mechanism, and Wendling said the costs could approach the
$40-million mark.

In a best-case scenario, Yung said the project could be finished in five years, although that estimate is tentative at
best.
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State Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-Canton, attended Wednesday’s forum and said he supports the boulevard concept as
long as Lotz Road is paved between Cherry Hill and Ford. Earlier, he had held out hope the 1-275/Ford interchange
could be altered.

Canton resident Dale Hartford, 53, said he believes the boulevard should be accompanied by new exits from 1-275 at
Warren Road. He said he has lived in Canton since he was 3 years old.

“| stay away from Ford Road at all cost,” he said.
Resident John Kowalski, a retired Ford Motor Co. skilled trades employee, said he had hoped MDOT could move
forward with installing new ramps from the southbound 1-275 exit onto Haggerty Road, allowing motorists to bypass

Ford Road. Like many, he just wants the traffic congestion to ease.

“Whatever they do, do it,” he said. “It can’t be any worse than what we’ve got.”
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Ford Boulevard idea gains traction
Written by Darrell Clem Staff Writer i
Apr. 14 hometownlife.com

A proposal to transform Ford Road into a boulevard in Canton is gaining momentum as the Michigan Department of
Transportation narrows the list of options to ease traffic congestion along the bustling thoroughfare.

“l think a boulevard is what's going to happen,” township Supervisor Phil LaJoy said.

His remarks came as MDOT officials Wednesday evening visited Summit on the Park to gauge public opinion as
they inch toward finding a solution to fix one of Michigan's most accident-prone, traffic-clogged roads.

Gorette Yung, MDOT project manager, said public support appears to lean toward the boulevard concept, based on
feedback the state has received. The plan also calls for paving Lotz Road from Cherry Hill to Ford.

“The support is very overwhelming from the community,” Yung said Wednesday.

A formal decision on a Ford Road fix is expected by early to mid-summer, said Matt Wendling, senior engineer for
Wilbur Smith Associates, a consulting firm hired by MDOT to spearhead the latest study.

“We are not far from making that decision,” he said.

Wendling said officials hope to reach a consensus among MDOT, Canton Township, the local Downtown
Development Authority, Westland and federal highway authorities.

Trio of options

“We have to make sure everybody is on board,” he said.

MDOT has narrowed down the Ford Road plan to three options:
® Do nothing. Most everyone calls this option unacceptable.
® Adopt a Band-Aid approach by adding a westbound Ford lane from 1-275 to Sheldon and an eastbound lane
from Lilley to Haggerty, along with better turn lanes at key intersections.
® Transform Ford Road into a boulevard by adding greenery and landscaping to separate east and west lanes;
widening the road to three lanes in certain areas; prohibiting left turns at major intersections; and installing
turn-around lanes similar to those on Michigan Avenue.

MDOT has eliminated other options such as reshaping the 1-275/Ford interchange — a plan Killed by federal
officials — and adding costly new interchanges along the interstate at Cherry Hill and Warren roads.

MDOT and local officials say that leaves the boulevard as likely the best alternative, considering Ford Road in
coming years will have to undergo a major reconstruction, regardless.

“If anything, the facts are kind of pointing in that direction because Ford Road will have to be improved
anyway,” Wendling said.

Best case

Wending, Yung and others have said officials would try to disrupt Canton's main shopping corridor as little as
possible during construction, though traffic snarls and other difficulties would be unavoidable.

MDOT still would have to figure out a funding mechanism, and Wendling said the costs could approach the
$40-million mark.
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In a best-case scenario, Yung said the project could be finished in five years, although that estimate is tentative
at best.

State Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-Canton, attended Wednesday's forum and said he supports the boulevard
concept as long as Lotz Road is paved between Cherry Hill and Ford. Earlier, he had held out hope the
I-275/Ford interchange could be altered.

Canton resident Dale Hartford, 53, said he believes the boulevard should be accompanied by new exits from
[-275 at Warren Road. He said he has lived in Canton since he was 3 years old.

“| stay away from Ford Road at all cost,” he said.

Resident John Kowalski, a retired Ford Motor Co. skilled trades employee, said he had hoped MDOT could
move forward with installing new ramps from the southbound 1-275 exit onto Haggerty Road, allowing
motorists to bypass Ford Road. Like many, he just wants the traffic congestion to ease.

“Whatever they do, do it,” he said. “It can't be any worse than what we've got.”

dclem@hometownlife.com (313) 222-2238 Twitter: @CantonObserver
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Canton drivers weigh boulevard proposal

Written by Darrell Clem Staff Writer i
Apr. 14 hometownlife.com

Lisa Beningo lives near Ford and Haggerty roads, but she has found shortcuts to get to her bartending job at Bowery
Grille & Pub, just east of the high-crash intersection.

“There are so many accidents at this intersection. I try to avoid Ford Road as much as possible,” Beningo, 31, said,
standing behind the bar. “I live near here, and all | hear are sirens.”

That's because police cars and, sometimes, ambulances are often rushing to Canton's most accident-prone
intersection, called Michigan's worst by local officials.

Bowery employee Katrice Haggadone, 27, described nightmarish rush-hour driving conditions to Canton from
Westland, where she lives near Merriman and Hines Drive.

“It takes me 30 minutes some days during rush hour, and it's not that far,” she said.

Beningo, Haggadone and others who brave Ford Road to get to work and home are hopeful their driving woes could
ease if the Michigan Department of Transportation adopts a proposal to transform the bustling thoroughfare into a
boulevard.

Down the road

A decision is expected by mid-summer, though it still could be years before the project is started. Even then, it could
take one to two years to complete. The proposal suggests adding greenery and landscaping to separate east and west
lanes; widening the road to three lanes in certain areas; prohibiting left turns at major intersections; and installing
turnaround lanes similar to those on Michigan Avenue.

“I think if they add lanes, it could help,” Haggadone said, as long as the boulevard doesn't encroach on bar parking
or drive away customers during construction.

“That would be my only concern,” she said, adding that ramp work last construction season at the Ford/I-275
interchange “killed our business. It was horrible.”

In late 2011, local officials said the stretch of Ford Road from Canton Center to the Westland city limit recorded
2,411 accidents during a six-year period, with 815 of those occurring between Haggerty and Lilley.

Gary Krone, who owns the Carvel Ice Cream shop on Ford west of Haggerty, said he has witnessed numerous
accidents, which often occur when motorists are turning across busy lanes of traffic. On the surface, he said the
boulevard concept has appeal.

“My first concern is for the safety of my customers — and will it make it safer for them,” Krone said. “I think it
could only improve safety.”

Avoiding Ford

Like many business owners, Canton officials and the Downtown Development Authority, Krone worries that a
long-term construction project could hurt business.

“From a business standpoint, my immediate question, as any other business owner on Ford Road, is how long is the
construction going to take,” Krone said. “How long would it affect the road closest to my entrance, and how would it
affect the ability of my customers to get here?”

Krone often advises his customers to maneuver through the Willow Creek Shopping Center as much as possible to
Page 1 of 2 15/04/2013 10:43 AM
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reach Haggerty or Lilley, rather than crossing busy lanes of Ford Road traffic.

MDOT has vowed to make any construction project as painless as possible and to maintain access to local
businesses. Ford Road would not be shut down.

Still, Zane Birchler and Emily Pitcher, Plymouth residents who work at the nearby Jimmy John's sub shop, question
whether the disruptions are worth transforming Ford Road into a boulevard. Birchler recalled the 1-275 bridge and
ramp work of last construction season.

“That took forever,” he said. “I don't know if a whole year or more of that kind of (construction zone) traffic would
be worth it.”

Still, Birchler conceded, “the traffic is pretty awful most of the day.”
Pitcher agreed. “Five o'clock traffic is the worst,” she said.

Pitcher said the boulevard plan, once completed, could help ease traffic patterns. It's the lengthy process that
concerns her: “I think it will make everything really messed up.”

Safety suggestions

Over at the Bowery, Beningo and Haggadone had another safety suggestion: install pedestrian overpasses across
Ford Road. They recalled one man who was killed walking across the road.

Some local officials, such as township board Trustee Tom Yack, have questioned the boulevard plan. Yack, a former
20-year supervisor, and others had hoped for new ramps allowing traffic to access Haggerty Road from the
southbound 1-275 exit without getting onto Ford Road. MDOT officials say federal authorities axed that plan.

Amid ongoing talks with MDOT, Supervisor Phil LaJoy has said he believes the boulevard proposal is most likely to
happen. He has sought a solution for a decade or longer. State officials say Ford Road within a few years will have to
be reconstructed anyway — and the time could be ripe for broader changes.

LaJoy and others have insisted the plan should be accompanied by paving Lotz Road between Ford and Cherry Hill,
giving motorists another route.

Gorette Yung, MDOT project manager, has said public support appears “overwhelming” for the boulevard plan. The
only other options on the table are to do nothing or to adopt stopgap measures such as adding a westbound Ford lane
from 1-275 to Sheldon and an eastbound lane from Lilley to Haggerty, along with better turn lanes at key
intersections.

Most motorists agree that doing nothing is not an option. Just ask Haggadone: “Canton is still growing.”

dclem@hometownlife.com (313) 222-2238 Twitter: @CantonObserver
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FACT SHEET

[-275 and M-153 (Ford Road) Area
Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation
Public Information Meeting — March 27, 2013
Summit on the Park, Canton, Ml

Purpose

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is investigating improvements to existing traffic and
roadway features while recognizing the needs of local municipalities and commercial businesses in the
study area. Today, MDOT will share new data that has been gathered, recap the second public meeting,
and present the Practical Alternatives.

Study Area
The study area for the project is bordered by Sheldon Road, Warren Road, Lotz Road, and Cherry Hill Road
as indicated on the map located on the back side of this fact sheet.

Practical Alternative Quick Facts

1. No-Build: Assumes no changes from current conditions.

2. Operational Improvements*: Addition of a westbound through-lane on Ford Road from I-275 to
Sheldon Road and eastbound through-lane from Lilley Road to I-275. Numerous right-turn lanes added
to Ford Road and side roads.

Boulevard*: Provides a two-lane boulevard along Ford and Haggerty roads in each direction, with
restricted left turns at intersections, numerous passenger vehicle turnarounds, and truck turnarounds
where necessary.

*Additional Improvements:
— Pave Lotz Road
— Provide alternative truck route for southbound Haggerty Road to I-275

Next Steps

e Determine the Preferred Alternative

e Finalize Traffic and Environmental Study

e Present the Preferred Alternative at the next public meeting in summer 2013

MDOT Project Manager

Gorette Yung, P.E.
MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph Road, Taylor, M1 48180
Phone: 313-375-2400
E-mail questions to: yungg@michigan.gov
E-mail comments to: MDOT-ford275@michigan.gov
More information can be found at: www.michigan.gov/mdotstudies

®MDOT

Miechigan Departmant of Trensparialon




FACT SHEET

[-275 and M-153 (Ford Road) Area
Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation
Public Information Meeting — March 27, 2013
Summit on the Park, Canton, Ml

Study Area Map

Schedule

F'haEE_ilﬂ

®MDOT

Mml'gnn Desprartrmiand o Transparialion
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1-275 at M-153 (Ford Road) Area
Traffic and Environmental Stuay

Public Information Meeting Comment Form

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code: Phone #:
E-mail Address:

Please vote below for your Preferred Alternative (See reverse for description)!!

Ranking
Practical Alternative (1-most favored to | Comments
3 - least favored)

No-Build

Operational Improvements

Boulevard

Other comments relating to the I-275 at M-153 (Ford Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study:

Comments and questions may also be sent to:
Gorette Yung, Project Manager
MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph Road
Taylor, MI 48180
313-375-2400
E-mail questions to: yungg@michigan.gov

E-mail comments to: MDOT-ford275@michigan.gov
More information at: www.michigan.gov/mdotstudies
Comments will be accepted through April 13, 2013.

Please place this form in acomment box.

Thank you for your valuable input!

B‘’MDOT

Michigan Departmenl of Transpoiation



Practical Alternatives

Alternative 1 — No-Build

Description: Maintains existing geometry and operations along Ford Road, however
condition of pavement warrants full pavement reconstruction of Ford Road.

Alternative 2 — Operational Improvements
Description: Addition of westbound through-lane from I-275 to Sheldon Road, addition of
eastbound through-lane from Lilley Road to Haggerty Road, addition of second left-turn lane
for all bounds of Haggerty Road, conversion of northbound right-turn bay to right and
through-lane at Lilley and Morton Taylor Roads, addition of southbound and westbound
right-turn bay at Lilley Road, and addition of northbound right and through-lane at Sheldon
Road. Condition of pavement also warrants full pavement reconstruction of Ford Road.
= Advantages
= Improves traffic flow over existing conditions
= No environmental impacts
= Disadvantages
= Multiple failing turning movements at Ford Road intersections
= Does notimprove safety on Ford Road

Alternative 3 — Boulevards

Description: Two-lane boulevard along Ford from I-275 to Sheldon Road, and on Haggerty
Road at Ford Road with restricted left turns at signals, numerous passenger vehicle
turnarounds and dedicated truck turnarounds (loons)
= Advantages
= Improved safety with restricted left turns
= Safer access to businesses

= Improved level of service at intersections and reduced backups
» Disadvantages

= Indirect access to businesses
= Right-of-way impacts at lane additions and loon locations
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From: |

Sent: Monday, April 01, 2013 10:02 AM

To:

Subject: FW: 115177 (275/Ford) resident comment
]

]

From: [

Sent: Friday, March 29, 2013 1:19 PM
To:
Subject: FW: 115177 (275/Ford) resident comment

We received the following e-mail. Please incorporate into the study.
| already sent a response to this resident.

Thanks,

MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph
Taylor, M1 48180

phone: I
From: NG

Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2013 8:05AM
To: MDOT-Ford275
Subject: RE: MDOT Public Meeting #3 for 1-275 at Ford Rd study

Dear MDOT Representative,

Due to my unexpected schedule conflict, | missed 3/27 Public meeting yesterday.
| assume you had a great meeting.

Personally | welcome 1-275/Cherry Hill Road Interchange because it is much simpler than Ford
Road expansions & possible ramp modifications.

For a short term resolution at Ford/Haggerty intersection, | believe light timing & directions
could be optimized for traffic jam there?!,

Longer passing time for Ford E/W than Haggerty N/S may relieve the traffic jam from I-
275/Ford exits.



I look forward to seeing your final process draft soon.

Best regards,

From: [

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 10:50 AM
Subject: MDOT Public Meeting #3 for 1-275 at Ford Rd study

Good morning,

This e-mail is sent to inform you of the continuing I-275 at M-153 (Ford Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study and
Evaluation Project. The study area for the project is bordered by Sheldon Road, Warren Road, Lotz Road, and Cherry Hill
Road.

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) invites you to attend public information meeting #3 on
Wednesday, March 27, 2013 from 4:00pm to 7:00pm. The meeting will be held at Summit on the Park in Canton,
Michigan. The address is 46000 Summit Parkway, Canton, M| 48188.

MDOT plans to recap the first two public meetings, share new data that has been gathered, and unveil the Practical
Alternatives for the project.

The meeting will be an open house format. There will be no formal presentation but numerous stations for you to get
information on the project and to talk with project team members. We encourage you to give us feedback and voice
your concerns. Your input and participation with MDOT will help to identify the goals and solutions which is a critical
element of the project process.

If available, please plan to attend this important meeting. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact the
MDOT Taylor Transportation Service Center at 313-375-2400.

Thanks.



From: —

To:

Subject: FW: 115177 (275/Ford) resident comment
Date: Monday, April 08, 2013 7:37:29 AM
From:

Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 10:44 AM

To: Wendling, IR
Subject: FW: 115177 (275/Ford) resident comment

We received the following comment. Please incorporate into the study.
| already sent a response to this resident.

Thanks,

MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph
Taylor, M1 48180

phone: [

From:

Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2013 10:30AM
To: MDOT-Ford275

Subject: 1-275 at M-153 Project

Hi,

| wanted to respond to the request for comments on the 1-275 at M-153 project. I’'m a
Canton resident. | do not like the idea of a boulevard, esp. not extended all the way to
Sheldon where left turns are really not that difficult. Operational improvements would be
fine as would not doing anything in hopes that perhaps monies would be available in a
subsequent year.



From: ;

To:
Subject: FW: 115177 (275/Ford) resident comment
Date: Monday, April 08, 2013 7:37:35 AM

517.622.2500

----- Original Message-----
From: MDOT-Ford275

Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 10:45 AM
To:

|
Subject: FW: 115177 (275/Ford) resident comment
I

We received the following comment. Please incorporate into the study.
I already sent a response to this resident.
Thanks,

]
MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph
Taylor, M1 48180
Phone:

----- Original Message-----

From: Nancy Austin

Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2013 11:26AM
To: MDOT-Ford275

Subject: Ford Rd. improvement project

I have been in favor of a boulevard for years, even before it became a consideration officially.

It will be far more visually appealing. | have also noticed other major roads; i.e., Telegraph, Michigan
Ave, etc where boulevards have been built and have always noticed traffic moves along very well.

I think it's a great idea and hope to see this as the Ford Road improvement.

Canton Resident



Subject: FW: More Comments on 1-275 and Ford Road

From:
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 9:17 AM

To: I
Subject: RE: More Comments on 1-275 and Ford Road

Please see the comment below.
| sent a response to this resident.
Thanks,

I
MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph
Taylor, M1 48180

Phone: NN

From: I
Sent: Sunday, April 14, 2013 2:28PM

To: Yung, Gorette (MDOT)
Subject: More Comments on 1-275 and Ford Road

Hello,

| attended the public meeting in Canton on March 27, 2013 and submitted a comment form there. 1 would like
to add another comment.

I would like to see Ford Road Eastbound be 3 lanes of through traffic from Lilly to Haggarty. Then add a
fourth Eastbound lane on Eastbound Ford just before Haggarty. The third and fouth lanes should continue to
the 1-275 interchange. The fouth lane at Haggarty would allow for access to Haggarty (Southbound and turn
around for Northbound Haggarty) and for entrance to 1-275 Southbound. The third lane would allow for access
to 1-275 Northbound without lane shifting. Configuring the lanes like this would minimize lane shifting to get
on to 1-275. The additional third lane on Ford would allow 1-275 and Haggary traffic to queue, allowing for two
full lanes of Eastbound through traffic. Currently Eastbound Ford traffic queues all the way west of Lilly on
Saturday/Sunday afternoons, as well as the morning/evening commutes.

Thank you for seeking public input to this issue. Please contact me if you need further clarification.

Best Regards,










