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MDOT to hold fourth public meeting on I-275/M-153 (Ford Road) area study in Wayne County  

WHAT:

WHO:

WHEN:

WHERE: 

Special accommodations: 734-394-5460

BACKGROUND:

Page 1 of 1MDOT - MDOT to hold fourth public meeting on I-275/M-153 (Ford Road) area study in...

6/5/2013http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9620-303883--,00.html
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Meeting focus: Ford Road fate
Written by Darrell Clem Staff Writer
Jun. 04 hometownlife.com

Canton officials are cautiously expecting the Michigan Department of Transportation to confirm next week its
intention to transform a stretch of Ford Road into a boulevard in an effort to ease traffic congestion along one of
Michigan's most accident-prone thoroughfares.

MDOT project manager Gorette Yung has indicated the “preferred alternative” will be disclosed during a public
meeting 5-7 p.m. Thursday, May 30, at Summit on the Park, but she hasn't revealed the specific plan.

Yung and Matt Wending, a consultant hired by MDOT, had indicated in late March that a boulevard proposal was
gaining momentum, partly because Ford Road already is due within a few years for a major reconstruction project.

Yung had said support for the boulevard concept “is very overwhelming from the community” after MDOT debuted
a series of options for addressing traffic congestion.

Moreover, Wending had said in late March that “if anything, the facts are kind of pointing in that direction because
Ford Road will have to be improved anyway.”

Blunt assessment

Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy was more blunt in his assessment in March.

“I think a boulevard is what's going to happen,” he said — an opinion he also had shared in his last State of the
Township address.

Still, it isn't known if the boulevard plan, for whatever reason, may have lost favor with MDOT — or whether it may
have been modified since the state had narrowed the list of options to three:

Do nothing. Most everyone calls this option unacceptable.
Implement stopgap measures by adding a west-bound Ford lane from I-275 to Sheldon and an east-bound

lane from Lilley to Haggerty, along with better turn lanes at key intersections.
Move ahead within years with plans to transform Ford Road into a boulevard from the I-275 area to west of

Sheldon Road. This option involves adding greenery and landscaping to separate east and west lanes;
widening the road to three lanes in certain areas; prohibiting left turns at major intersections; and installing
turnaround lanes similar to those on Michigan Avenue. It could be accompanied by paving Lotz Road from
Cherry Hill to Ford.

LaJoy, Trustee Tom Yack and other local officials had hoped for a now-dismissed plan — snubbed by federal
authorities — to add new ramps on the south-bound I-275 exit at Ford Road to allow motorists to access
Haggerty Road in either direction without using Ford at all.

Ford Road fix

Township Trustee John Anthony also had supported it, saying as recently as last week “it's a good plan that is
workable.” However, he said local officials may have to settle for the boulevard proposal.

“If that's what it takes to get Ford Road fixed, I'll go along with it,” he said. “We need something to fix it. It's
not my first choice, but I'm not an engineer. If MDOT is confident this will fix the problem, then let's get it
done.”

Local officials fear there could be a 10-year window for the boulevard plan, delaying any action as traffic
woes persist.
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Page 2 of 2 Jun 05, 2013 01:36:23PM MDT

“Canton is desperate for help,” Trustee Pat Williams said. “We're looking to MDOT for solutions and doing
nothing is not a viable option for our residents.”

Next Thursday, MDOT is expected to recap the first three public meetings and unveil the preferred alternative
for Ford Road. This fourth meeting will be an open house format, as others have been.

MDOT officials have strongly encouraged public participation.

dclem@hometownlife.com (313) 222-2238 Twitter: @CantonObserver



Email From MDOT on I-275/Ford Rd Public 
Hearing

May 21, 2013 DB

MDOT Uncategorized Canton detroit trails I-275 I-275 Metro 
Trail I-275 trail i275 trail MDOT DB permalink [http://i-
275.michigantrails.org/2013/05/email-from-mdot-on-i-275ford-rd-public-hearing/] 

Friends of the I-275 Metro 
Trail

Page 1 of 1Email From MDOT on I-275/Ford Rd Public Hearing | Friends of the I-275 Metro Trail
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Fact Sheet 



FACT SHEET
M 153 (Ford Road) at I 275 Area

Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation
Public Information Meeting – May 30, 2013

Summit on the Park, Canton, MI

Purpose
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is investigating improvements to existing traffic and
roadway features while recognizing the needs of local municipalities and commercial businesses in the
study area. Today, MDOT will recap the first three public meetings and present the Preferred Alternative.

Study Area
The study area for the project is bordered by Sheldon Road, Warren Road, Lotz Road, and Cherry Hill Road
as indicated on the map located on the back side of this fact sheet.

Preferred Alternative Quick Facts
Alternative 3 Boulevard: Provides a Ford Road and Haggerty Road boulevard with at least two through
lanes in each direction, with restricted left turns at intersections, numerous passenger vehicle turnarounds,
and truck turnarounds.

Next Steps
Solicit comments on the Preferred Alternative
Fine tune Preferred Alternative
Finalize Traffic and Environmental Study

MDOT Project Manager
Gorette Yung, P.E.
MDOT Taylor TSC

6510 Telegraph Road, Taylor, MI 48180
Phone: 313 375 2400

E mail questions to: yungg@michigan.gov
E mail comments to: MDOT ford275@michigan.gov

More information can be found at: www.michigan.gov/mdotstudies



FACT SHEET
M 153 (Ford Road) at I 275 Area

Traffic and Environmental Study and Evaluation
Public Information Meeting – May 30, 2013

Summit on the Park, Canton, MI
Study Area Map

Schedule
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Blank Comment Form 



M-153 (Ford Road) at I-275 Area 
Traffic and Environmental Study 
Public Information Meeting Comment Form 
Name:______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City:_______________________ State:______  Zip Code:_____________  Phone #:_______________________ 
E-mail Address:___________________________ 

Please comment on the Preferred Alternative for the M-153 (Ford Road) at I-275 Area Traffic and Environmental Study: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please place this form in a comment box. 

Comments and questions may also be sent to: 
Gorette Yung, Project Manager 

MDOT Taylor TSC 
6510 Telegraph Road 

Taylor, MI 48180 
313-375-2400 

E-mail questions to: yungg@michigan.gov
E-mail comments to: MDOT-ford275@michigan.gov

More information at: www.michigan.gov/mdotstudies
Comments will be accepted through June 7, 2013. 
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Traffic Video Stills 





Summary of Public Information Meeting #4 I-275 at M-153 (Ford Road) Area Traffic and Environmental Study

Completed Comment Sheets 



































1

Maki, Lindsay

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Matt D. Wendling, PE
CDM Smith
517.622.2500

Original Message
From: MDOT Ford275 [mailto:MDOT Ford275@michigan.gov]
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2013 6:52 AM
To: Wendling, Matthew D.; Smith, Brian David
Cc: Yung, Gorette (MDOT)
Subject: FW: JN 115177 (I 275/Ford) resident comment 1

Hi Matt,

We received the comment below. Please incorporate into the report.

Thanks,

Mike Bellini
MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph
Taylor, MI 48180
Phone: (313) 375 2420

Original Message
From: Carrie Harnish [mailto:charnish@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 02, 2013 10:19PM
To: MDOT Ford275
Subject: Safer crossing

Hi,

As a daily user of both the 275 trail and the Ford rd./275 ramp, I would ask you to please
include in your plans a safer and smoother crossing from the trail over Ford Rd. in addition,
considering how bikers can get from the trails to the businesses West of 275 would be
appreciated too! My kids would love to be able to bike to an ice cream store!

I also think paving Lotz south of Ford Rd to Cherry Hill would have a significant impact on
the traffic at Haggerty and Ford Rd.

Thank you for your hard work!
Carrie Harnish

Sent from my iPad



1

Maki, Lindsay

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance:

Matt D. Wendling, PE
CDM Smith
517.622.2500

From: MDOT-Ford275 [mailto:MDOT-Ford275@michigan.gov]
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2013 6:54 AM 
To: Wendling, Matthew D.; Smith, Brian David 
Cc: Yung, Gorette (MDOT) 
Subject: FW: JN 115177 (I-275/Ford) resident comment 2 
Importance: High 

Hi Matt,

We received the comment below. Please incorporate into the report.

Thanks,

Mike Bellini
MDOT Taylor TSC
6510 Telegraph
Taylor, MI 48180
Phone: (313) 375 2420

From: Yong Kwon [mailto:ykwon@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 7:51AM 
To: MDOT-Ford275 
Subject: Comments for M-153 @ I-275  
Importance: High 

Dear MDOT Representatives, 

Thank you very much for your continuous hard works for Canton residents. 

I believe the Preferred Alternative #3 Proposal seems to be the most feasible plan in minimizing
project funds and environmental changes  
although I hoped one more freeway interchange at the Cherry Hill Road. 



2

Since the project completion may take 4-5 year time frame, I strongly recommend some
tentative trial to resolve the traffic jam at the Haggerty/Ford intersection as below. 
It requires only simple software change of traffic light control to try something as same as the 
intersection of 8 Mile road and Haggerty (more traffics). 

At Haggerty/Ford intersection, each bound site (East, West, North, South bound) forwards one
by one altogether straight forward direction, left turn and right turn, one at a time. 
For example: 
Starting West bound (Ford) with longest green signal timing>East bound (Ford)> South Bound
(Haggerty)>North bound (Haggerty) 

Traffic signal duration pattern could be adjusted by traffic volume study input based on daily
rush hour patterns (More traffics in the morning to East bound & West bound in the afternoon, 
etc.) 

I believe traffic signal pattern software change may require a feasible budget from Canton
Township and Residents to try something to improve rather than just waiting for the big budget
approval. I am very positive Canton Residents may welcome this tentative resolution to try first.

I hope this suggestion is shared with Mr. Phil LaJoy, Canton Supervisor by MDOT. 

We hope to see some actions to improve immediately with minimum costs before the long term 
solutions. 
If there will be one more public meeting, I like to see “tentative trial plans” to resolve daily rush 
hour traffic jams for Canton Residents. 

Thanks for your time to review this e-mail. 

Best regards, 
Yong Kwon 
A loyal Canton Resident (Retired Ford Engineer) 
ykwon@comcast.net
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Summary
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MDOT: Boulevard plan best Ford Road fix
Written by Darrell Clem Staff Writer
Jun. 04 hometownlife.com

A proposal to ease Canton traffic congestion by transforming Ford Road into a boulevard from I-275 to Sheldon
Road was confirmed Thursday evening as the favored option of the Michigan Department of Transportation.

A new study indicates the plan could reduce traffic accidents along the Ford Road corridor by 35 percent, from an
average 315 crashes a year to 206, MDOT project manager Gorette Yung said. A project timetable and funding
source remain elusive, however, and Yung said the overall cost could approach $50 million.

MDOT's findings came during the latest public forum at Summit on the Park, signaling a potential turning point in
what Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy called a decade-long quest that spawned two studies totaling nearly
$1.5 million.

“I'm not a road engineer, so I have to trust that they have come up with the right solution. I just hope it works,”
LaJoy said, though he grimly conceded the project “is years away.”

Grassy separation

The plan calls for separating westbound and eastbound Ford Road lanes by a grassy median, prohibiting left turns at
intersections, adding turnaround lanes similar to those on Michigan Avenue and transforming Haggerty Road into a
boulevard for 1,000 feet in both directions from Ford.

The plan, tweaked since the last MDOT forum, calls for adding a third westbound lane from I-275 to Lilley, rather
than all the way to Sheldon, and adding a third eastbound lane from the Haggerty area to I-275. It suggests paving
Lotz Road between Ford and Cherry Hill, as well as extending sidewalks from west of the I-275 interchange to the
Lotz area.

Township Engineer Bill Serchak said Canton expects as early as Monday to submit a fifth proposal to federal
authorities to seek project funding through the so-called TIGER program — Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery. Canton was snubbed four times for a now-dead proposal to reshape the I-275/Ford interchange.

MDOT officials believe the boulevard plan would reduce traffic congestion, provide safer access to Ford Road
businesses, have a minimal impact on the environment and reduce crashes along one of Michigan's most
accident-prone thoroughfares. MDOT spokesman Rob Morosi said all efforts would be made to cause as little
disruption as possible along Canton's primary business corridor.

Welcome concept

Westland resident Jack Stange, who travels Ford Road to get to Praise Church in Plymouth Township, welcomed the
boulevard concept.

“Getting rid of the bottlenecks at Haggerty is a plus,” he said. “Hopefully it will prevent a lot of the accidents.”

Canton resident Alan VanKerckhove said the addition of sidewalks from the interchange toward Lotz Road would
help bicyclists such as himself who have a difficult time maneuvering the area.

“My thoughts are pretty good about this plan,” he said. “It's a compromise. It's much better than doing nothing.”

Morosi said a move to prohibit left turns at Ford Road intersections is expected to result in better traffic flow.

“We want to improve progression (of traffic), but the top priority will remain safety,” he said, though he said the
uncertainty of funding “does hurt us.”
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Retiree friends Donald Haidys of Sumpter Township and Tony Calderoni of Canton scoffed at the boulevard plan,
saying local officials should try to block it.

“I'd go to the governor and kill it,” Haidys said. “It's a traffic bottleneck. This is a joke.”

Crash reduction

Calderoni said the proposal should suggest three lanes from I-275 all the way to Sheldon Road, if not beyond.

Canton Municipal Services Director Tim Faas welcomed estimates that traffic crashes would be reduced by 35
percent with the boulevard plan, calling it the first time MDOT has indicated “how much better this solution will be”
for the Ford Road corridor.

Although MDOT officials say they can't predict when the project could be completed, Faas said he is hopeful it will
be done within five to 10 years. He said Ford Road will need reconstructing within a few years anyway, and local
officials already have waited a decade for a fix to traffic woes.

“It needs to be done,” Faas said.

dclem@hometownlife.com (313) 222-2238 Twitter: @CantonObserver


