
 

  

Emergency Exit Requirements 
Emergency exits must be located in both the front and rear of the passenger compartment.   

1-20 Passengers Three Emergency Exits Required 
• 1 Left (L) + 1 Right (R) 
• 1 (door, window, or roof exit) 

21-40 Passengers 2L + 2R + 1 Rear Window or Roof Exit 

41-60 Passengers 3L + 3R + 1 Rear Window or Roof Exit  

61-80 Passengers 4L + 4R + 1 Rear Window or Roof Exit 

 

Effective October 1, 2014: To increase passenger safety, emergency exits will now be required to be 
located in both the front and rear of the passenger compartment of all modified vehicles and buses.  All 
vehicles added to your roster on or after October 1, 2014 must comply with this emergency exit 
requirement before being put into service.   

Effective October 1, 2016:  All remaining vehicles must comply with this requirement. 

 

In many cases emergency exits are not located in the opposite ends of passenger compartments causing 
passengers to be trapped during an accident.                                                                                         
*Minimum standard per: FMCSA Title 49, Part 571, Subpart B, Standard 217; S5.3.2. Opening must be an 
unobstructed passage with a 13”x20” minimum measurement.  

www.michigan.gov/busandlimo. 
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