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REGION COORDINATORS BY COUNTIES
SUPERIOR REGION

Marion Johnson   906-485-4270   johnsonm4@michigan.gov
Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw, Marquette and Ontonagon counties
Dale Sauvola   906-875-6644   sauvolad1@michigan.gov
Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, Iron and Menominee counties
Ron Rushton   906-293-5168   rushtonr@michigan.gov
Alger, Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac and Schoolcraft counties

NORTH REGION
Margaret Widrig  231-941-1986  widrigm@michigan.gov 
Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau counties
Betsy Taylor 231-775-3487  taylorb@michigan.gov
Lake, Manistee, Mason, Missaukee, Osceola and Wexford counties
Rob Hall  989-731-5090, ext. 410   hallr14@michigan.gov  
Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Ogemaw, Otsego and Roscommon counties
Kathy Kindt  989-356-2231   kindtk@michigan.gov
Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, Montmorency, Oscoda and Presque Isle counties

GRAND REGION
Ken Holifield   616-464-1819   holifieldk@michigan.gov
Ionia, Kent, Mecosta and Montcalm counties
Mike Brege   231-777-3451   bregem@michigan.gov
Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana and Ottawa counties

BAY REGION
Russ Prevost   989-754-0878, ext. 262   prevostr@michigan.gov
Arenac, Bay, Clare, Genesee, Gladwin, Gratiot, Huron, Isabella, Lapeer, 
Midland, Saginaw, Sanilac and Tuscola counties

SOUTHWEST REGION
Anna Roberts   269-337-3900   robertsa@michigan.gov
Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and 
Van Buren counties

UNIVERSITY REGION
Larry Thelen   517-324-2276   thelenl3@michigan.gov 
Eaton, Clinton, Ingham and Shiawassee counties
Doug Jordan   517-780-5103   jordanr@michigan.gov
Hillsdale, Jackson and Lenawee counties
Travis Kilpela   810-227-4681   kilpelat@michigan.gov
Livingston, Monroe and Washtenaw counties

METRO REGION
Rosalyn Hayes  586-978-1935   hayesr@michigan.gov
Macomb County
Donna Compagnoni   248-451-2450   compagnonid@michigan.gov
Oakland County
Rosalyn Hayes  586-978-1935   hayesr@michigan.gov
St. Clair County
Karen Patrick-Davis  313-375-2405   patrickk@michigan.gov
Wayne County
Twyla Chinn-Lee  313-965-6350   chinnt@michigan.gov
City of Detroit

PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Tim Jones 517-322-3388, Fax 517-322-2699
jonest30@michigan.gov

The ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY NEWS is authorized by the transportation director to provide adopting group coordinators with timely, brief and accurate accounts of safety issues and other program 
polices of the department that impact the Adopt-A-Highway program. It is published by the Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Communications. Comments, questions and news ideas 
are welcomed. Contact Janet Foran, editor, at 517-335-7176; e-mail: foranj@michigan.gov; or write to: MDOT Office of Communications, P.O. Box 30050, Lansing, MI 48909. Requests for this 
information in an alternative format may be made through the Office of Communications or by TDD/TTY through the Michigan Relay Center at 800-649-3777.

2012  
Pickup Dates!
 
Spring Pickup
April 14 - 22

Summer Pickup 
July 14 - 22

Fall Pickup 
Sept. 22 - 30

MDOT consolidates 
facilities and staffs to 
become more efficient
We thought you’d be interested to know what’s 
happening behind the scenes at MDOT. In June 2011, the 
department announced major changes that consolidated 
or closed eight facilities. Reorganizing the department 
means a smaller, more effective agency. In fact, MDOT 
has nearly 15 percent fewer employees since 2009.

Director Kirk Steudle said that the changes MDOT is 
making “show our commitment to working better, faster, 
cheaper, safer and smarter for the benefit of Michigan 
residents and businesses.

Our actions show we are committed to consolidating 
services internally, making smart financial choices to leverage 
more funding, and partnering with other transportation 
companies and agencies to save dollars,” he said.

The closed facilities will save an estimated $300,000 per 
year in rent and utilities. They were located in Cass City, 
Howard City and Grayling, with their duties now covered 
by the closest region office. The Escanaba Transportation 
Service Center (TSC) also closed and their duties were 
absorbed by other offices. The Macomb and Port Huron 
TSCs will be combined into one facility.

Construction field offices closed in Tecumseh, Allen Park 
and Rockford; their duties handled by other existing, 
nearby offices. 

The department is making financial choices that will 
preserve funding, including:

• using Build America Bonds to save $22 million in 
debt service,

• restructuring bonds to make more than $41 million 
available for transit capital over three years, and

• improving standard processes to save $8 million in 
staff time.

“In hundreds of ways, we are making improvements that 
make a difference to Michigan residents and businesses. 
With the reorganization of our 106-year-old department, 
we feel confident that we will be better prepared to address 
the challenges of the future,” said Director Steudle.

Michigan Department 
of Transportation

Operations Field Services 
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P.O. Box 30050
Lansing, Michigan 48909

Safety messages  
about pickups
-- In 2012, MDOT plans to reduce its mowing schedule. 
This approach to roadside maintenance is a cost-saving 
measure. 

At the same time, we understand this affects your working 
conditions along the roadside, particularly in July and 
September. Because the grass is longer, trash is often buried, 
making it harder to see and retrieve. Please be aware that 
we’ve heard complaints about ticks and other stinging 
insects. Take proper precautions during your pickup, such 
as wearing long-sleeved shirts, jeans and gloves. 

--  Always face oncoming traffic when picking up litter and 
look up often to ensure that no vehicle is encroaching your 
work area. Please watch the MDOT safety DVD prior to 
participation in your cleanup. The DVD was sent to all 
Adopt-A-Highway group coordinators. The video also is 
available online at www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway.

What a great idea! Trash Bingo entertains volunteers
The North Central Area Credit Union Administrative Group in Roscommon County had a 
bright idea to create “Trash Bingo.” Each card includes commonly picked up items, plus a few 
more challenging ones, too. Organizer Rick Tuttle reports, “It was a blast. The bingo cards 
made the time go by, and it was so much more enjoyable. We are blessed with a beautiful 
stretch of road to maintain (M-18) and it’s even nicer when we are finished.”

Feel free to duplicate or embellish for your own use, with the credit union’s best wishes for  
a great 2012 Adopt-A-Highway season. For a printable PDF format of Trash Bingo, go to 
www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway.
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One last Adopt-A-Highway  
pickup for Russ
Ken Payne shared a poignant story with us about his dad, 
Russ, who picked up trash through the Adopt-A-Highway 
program with his son on M-115 in Wexford and Osceola 
counties. 

“Picking up trash in the lakes, rivers and road was 
something we did as long as I can remember. Years ago, 
my dad told me to never throw trash out on the ground 
because the Indians would come out at night and cry 
because we were not taking care of their land. My dad 
went to the hospital on July 6 and after tests, we found 
out he had cancer. He was sent home to ‘get his affairs 
in order’ and called me on July 10 because he wondered 
when the cleanup was. He had never missed one pickup. 
When I headed to his house, I passed him picking up trash 
– in severe pain – but he was determined to do the job 
one more time. I think he knew it would be his last time, 
but we did it together that day. My best friend passed 
away on Aug. 13, 2011.

If this man can go out and pick up trash in as much pain as 
he was in, then anyone can take a minute to pick up that 
blowing piece of paper, or a cup that didn’t make it to the 
trash can. This is the only world we get and we need to 
really take care of it.

Thanks for the Adopt-A-Highway program.” 

Thanks, Ken, for sharing your story, a reminder of why 
we all believe in the Adopt-A-Highway program as we 
enter our 22nd year. 

– The editor

News from the Roadside
Thanks for sending in your photos and news. If you want your group’s photo to appear in a newsletter, or in our online photo  
gallery, please send a digital JPG format photo (no larger than 640x480 pixels). Send your e-mail, and details about your group, to  
MDOT-adoptahighway@michigan.gov. 

Don’t forget to log in to our online photo gallery, and to see this newsletter. Go to: www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway.

Sixteen members of the Berean Baptist Church in Portage 
collected 32 bags of garbage at the US-131/Centre Street interchange. 
It was their first pickup and, they promised, not their last.

Great Lakes Tea & 
Spice Company cleans 
M-22, the most beautiful 
stretch of highway in the 
“most beautiful place in 
America.”

Members of the Northern Bay and Arenac Rotary Club 
of Pinconning and Standish teamed up with the Pinconning 
Boys and Girls Club for the first time ever to clean M-14 near the 
Bay/Arenac county line. 

St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church in Bay 
City volunteers picked up 66 bags of trash along a 3-mile stretch of 
M-13. Their “finds” included large pieces of plywood, tires, rims and 
firewood. 

The North Central 
Area Credit Union 
of Houghton Lake 
cleaned M-18, while the 
Standish branch of 
the credit union tackled 
another section. 

Scott Steele sent us pictures from a pickup sponsored by 
1-800-LAW-FIRM on Northwestern Highway between 12 Mile 
Road and Middlebelt Highway. 

Volunteers from 
Sparrow Hospital 
in Ionia cleaned trash 
on M-21 west of Ionia.

The friends and family 
of Perry J. Walker 
Jr. honor his memory 
by participating in a 
pickup on M-24 in 
Lapeer.

The employees from  
Pride and Country 
Village, Saginaw, 
wrote us that they 
love keeping Michigan 
beautiful. In this photo,  
they included two 
children who can’t wait  
until they turn 12 and 
can participate, too.

Dow Chemical Employees’ Credit Union takes pride in 
maintaining their 3-mile stretch along US-10 in Midland County. During 
the recent fall cleanup, they collected 83 bags of trash. Donald Coon 
wrote us that this activity aligns with some of the credit union’s core 
values, such as teamwork, cooperation, enthusiasm, positive attitude 
and care for community.    
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residents and businesses.
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staff time.
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Safety messages  
about pickups
-- In 2012, MDOT plans to reduce its mowing schedule. 
This approach to roadside maintenance is a cost-saving 
measure. 

At the same time, we understand this affects your working 
conditions along the roadside, particularly in July and 
September. Because the grass is longer, trash is often buried, 
making it harder to see and retrieve. Please be aware that 
we’ve heard complaints about ticks and other stinging 
insects. Take proper precautions during your pickup, such 
as wearing long-sleeved shirts, jeans and gloves. 

--  Always face oncoming traffic when picking up litter 
and look up often to ensure that no vehicle is encroaching 
your work area. Please watch the MDOT safety DVD 
prior to participation in your cleanup. The DVD was sent 
to all Adopt-A-Highway group coordinators. The video 
also is available online at www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway.

What a great idea!  
Trash Bingo entertains volunteers

The North Central Area Credit Union 
Administrative Group in Roscommon 
County had a bright idea to create 
“Trash Bingo.” Each card includes 
commonly picked up items, plus a few 
more challenging ones, too. Organizer 
Rick Tuttle reports, “It was a blast. The 
bingo cards made the time go by, and it 
was so much more enjoyable. We are 

blessed with a beautiful stretch of road to maintain (M-18) 
and it’s even nicer when we are finished.” For a printable PDF 
format of Trash Bingo, go to www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway.
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