
Q:  MDOT has taken on many projects in metropolitan Detroit and 
throughout the state.  What is the significance of the Ambassador Bridge 
Gateway Project?

A:  The project includes two interstate freeways and improves access to the 
#1 U.S.–Canada commercial crossing that carries 23 percent of all surface 
trade between the two countries.  The Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project 

will relieve congestion/trucks on adjacent surface streets in Detroit’s Mexicantown community and provide 
access to the Detroit Mexicantown International Welcome Center and Mercado.  The largest phase of 
construction, Phase 4, will get underway this summer to complete freeway reconstruction and access 
improvements to the community and the Ambassador Bridge.  It is the largest single construction contract 
that MDOT has ever undertaken in any part of the state. It is the culmination of nearly 14 years of planning 
and design, representing an investment for this phase alone of about $170 million.  Total cost of all phases 
of the project when complete will be more than $230 million.  

Q:  What improvements will be made as a part of this phase of the project?

A:  During Phase 4, sections of I-75 and I-96 will be reconstructed and a new interchange will be built. This project will enhance 
safety and decrease traffic congestion in the Mexicantown community while improving access to and from the Ambassador Bridge 
plaza. One of the most exciting elements of the project is the new state-of-the-art pedestrian bridge that will be built over I-75 and 
I-96 to connect the east and west sides of Mexicantown. It will have some unique design elements and be the first bridge of its kind 
to be built in Michigan.

Q:  Is there a connection between this project and efforts to build a new bridge?

A:  This project will provide direct access from the Ambassador Bridge to adjacent freeways with new highway and ramp 
reconstruction, and provide access to the new Detroit Mexicantown International Welcome Center and Mercado. As is typical with 
highway studies and design, the facilities will be built to accommodate expected future growth.  The Detroit International Bridge 
Company is responsible for the design and reconstruction of the plaza as part of the project, but a new bridge is not part of the 
Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Q:  What is the difference between the Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project and the Detroit River International 
Crossing Study (DRIC)?

A:  The ABGP has been underway for several years and its purpose is to improve the flow of traffic at the busiest border crossing in 
North America.  The purpose of the current phase of the DRIC is to reach a decision regarding the type and location of a possible 
new Detroit River crossing.  Both are focused on serving future needs between the United States and Canada in the  Detroit - 
Windsor trade corridor.
				             	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (continued on next page)

This is the first issue of “Connecting Neighbors,” a bi-monthly 
newsletter from the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) designed 
to give you information and updates about the Ambassador Bridge 
Gateway Project (ABGP). What exactly is it? When will it start? Why is 
it so important? Read on! You’ll find an interview with MDOT Director Kirk 
Steudle, a history of the project and more. Want additional information? Go 
to the ABGP website at www.michigan.gov/gateway.  But first, start with this 
newsletter, read on, and learn how ABGP will connect neighbors and drive 
Michigan’s economy into the future.
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“This project will enhance safety and decrease traffic 
congestion in the Mexicantown community while improving 
access to and from the Ambassador Bridge plaza.” 
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Q:  Who are MDOT’s partners on this project?

A:  A project of this size and scope requires cooperation and 
teamwork among both public and private partners. MDOT has the 
support of the Federal Highway Administration, with much of the 
funding for the project coming from federal highway legislation. 
Without the contributions of the Detroit International Bridge Company, 
there would be no Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project. The city 
of Detroit is key to the success of the project and we are pleased to 
be working with representatives from Mayor Kilpatrick’s office, the 
Detroit City Council and many city departments. SEMCOG (Southeast 

Michigan Council of Governments) is a partner and we have also worked with U.S Customs and the U.S. 
General Services Administration. We cannot say enough about our partnership with the Mexicantown 
community which has long had a vision for improving their neighborhood. We are pleased to help make 
that vision a reality.  

Q:  It sounds like lots of time and resources are going into the Ambassador Bridge Gateway 
Project.  What are the benefits to the community and the state?

A:  We expect this project to benefit our state, our region and the 
communities surrounding the project in many ways. Here are a few:

Economic development is critical to building Michigan’s economy. From 
an historical perspective, we know that jobs and economic development 
flourish in areas where there is strong transportation infrastructure. 
We expect many industries to benefit directly and immediately once 
the Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project is completed, including the 
automotive and other manufacturing businesses that depend on “just-
in-time” delivery and medical facilities that employ nurses and other 
personnel from both sides of the border. We also expect the project to 
generate jobs as construction gets underway. Safety and quality of life 
in communities located near the bridge will be dramatically improved as 
this project removes truck traffic exiting the bridge off of city streets and 
directly onto the freeway. Finally, tourism, Michigan’s second largest 
industry, will be enhanced. National newspapers such as USA Today have 
already published articles touting the city, with its new Detroit Mexicantown 
International Welcome Center and Mercado, stadiums, casinos, theaters, museums and restaurants, as an 
exciting travel destination. Providing easier access to the Ambassador Bridge will result in freeways and city 
streets that encourage safe and efficient travel to destinations on both sides of the border.

Q:  This is a very involved and complex project. How does 
MDOT plan to keep the community informed about what’s 
going on?

A:  MDOT is strongly committed to both keeping the community 
apprised of what’s going on with the Ambassador Bridge Gateway 
Project and working cooperatively with all stakeholders to make 
sure that everything goes as smoothly as possible. Our team of 
communications professionals, engineers and others is charged with 
managing an on-going effort to reach out to everyone who might 
be affected by the project. We have been working with community 
representatives since 1995 and have attended meetings with a wide 
variety of businesses, government officials and organizations to 
share information about the project. We will soon distribute a project 
map with detours to help drivers get around construction once it 
begins and we plan to publish this Connecting Neighbors newsletter 
on a bi-monthly basis. You can expect to hear a good deal about this 
project in the media as we continue to move ahead.

We have created a project website (www.michigan.gov/gateway) 
to keep the public informed. The website will be your best resource 
for the latest information on public meetings and project updates.

ABGP
Phase 4 at a 
Glance

Reconstruction of 
1.5 miles of I-75

Reconstruction of 
1 mile of I-96

Reconstruction of 
18 ramps

Reconstruction & 
rehabilitation of 
24 bridges

Construction of 3 
miles of retaining 
walls

Construction 
of cable-stay 
pedestrian bridge

Relocation of large 
water and sewer 
lines

Relocation 
of major 
public lighting  
transmission lines
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It is the 
largest single 
construction 
contract 
that MDOT 
has ever 
undertaken 
in any part of 
the state.

...we know 
that jobs 
and economic 
development 
flourish in 
areas where 
there is strong 
transportation 
infrastructure.
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Access to these west Mexicantown 
businesses will remain as clear and 
easy as possible. Signage will help 
guide both tourists and local residents 
to all Mexicantown businesses.



A Thumbnail History 
of the project

1974: Detroit Common Council 
passes a resolution to locate a 
tourist information center near 
the Ambassador Bridge.

1992: The Mexicantown 
Conceptual Development Plan 
to create a privatized joint-use 
facility to house a welcome 
center, office and retail space 
is submitted to MDOT.  

1994: The Review of Eastern 
Border Transportation Coalition Trade Flows, Needs and 
Issues notes that Ambassador Bridge has highest volume 
of any single U.S. border crossing with 8.2 million vehicles 
annually.

Representatives from MDOT, the city of Detroit, and 
the Detroit International Bridge Company (DIBC) meet 
to discuss Ambassador Bridge crossing long range 
transportation needs and agree that existing infrastructure 
on U.S. side needs improvements to provide efficient access 
between bridge and freeway system. 

1995: MDOT initiates study for access improvements to 
Ambassador Bridge and surrounding freeways. MDOT and 
the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
complete this early preliminary engineering study.

MDOT convenes Project Steering Committee to seek 
input from key project partners and the public. A strategic 
communications plan is developed to keep the public 
apprised of study progress.

1996: MDOT and DIBC sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding to implement the Ambassador Bridge 
Gateway Project. 

MDOT, DIBC, the city of Detroit and the Mexicantown 
Community Development Corporation (MCDC) sign a 

Memorandum of Understanding to build a welcome 
center at the base of the Ambassador Bridge in 
Mexicantown. 

1997: Federal Highway Administration approves 
interchange modifications requested by MDOT and 
a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), allowing 
MDOT to proceed with further project development.

1998: Project becomes eligible for funds from 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA). 
Federal dollars are essential and will pay for access 
road and ramp reconstruction plus signs, traffic signals 
and lighting.

1999 – 2001: Working with the city of Detroit and 
other project partners, MDOT moves ahead with early 
engineering and design phases of the project.

2001: To minimize project impact on motorists and 
facilitate construction, MDOT splits the Ambassador 
Bridge Gateway Project into separate construction 
phases.

2002: MDOT and MCDC sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding to build an international welcome center 
and mercado. 

2003: Phase 1 of the project is completed with the 
rehabilitation of West Fort Street 
from Rosa Parks Boulevard to 
Clark Street.

2004: MDOT signs agreements 
with DIBC and with the city 
of Detroit to move ahead with 
Phase 4 of the project.

Phase 2 is completed with the 
reconstruction of the West Grand 
Boulevard Bridge over I-75.

2005: Phase 3 to reconstruct the I-75/I-96 southbound 
service drive and the I-96 off-ramp begins. The 
anticipated project completion date is fall 2007.

2007: The Detroit Mexicantown International Welcome 
Center and Mercado to open.

Phase 4 is advertised and let for construction. The 
project gets underway in July with pre-construction 
on underground power lines and service drives in and 
around the project area.

2008: Phase 4 continues with reconstruction of 
sections of I-75 and I-96, a new interchange and a 
pedestrian bridge over I-75. Freeways open to traffic 
by late 2009 with expected completion in 2010.

2007: 
The Detroit 
Mexicantown 
International 
Welcome 
Center and 
Mercado to 
open.

The Ambassador 
Bridge has the 
highest volume 
of any single 
U.S. border 
crossing, with 
8.2 million 
vehicles 
annually.
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Layout 
of 
project 
area



Please join us for 
the ABGP Public 
Information Meeting
 

We will provide up-to-date information on the 
Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project
 
Thursday, August 23, 2007, 6 -7:30 p.m.
 
Electrical Workers Local 58 Hall
1358 Abbott Street, Detroit 
(Please use building entrance on Porter Street)

  Signs of Progress
MDOT will be placing a series of signs featuring 
information and illustrative renderings of the Ambassador 
Bridge Gateway Project in various locations in and around 
Mexicantown. The signs are meant to help residents 
and visitors visualize the new pedestrian bridge, lighting, 
landscaping and other anticipated ABGP improvements. 

MDOT has already begun pre-construction on 
underground power lines and service drives in and around 
the project area.  We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may cause as we move forward.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please give us a call at 
313-965-6350.

For current scheduling of public information meetings and 
other project updates please visit our website.

•

•

•

Send Us Your Questions
Got questions about the Ambassador Bridge Gateway 
Project?  First take a look at the ABGP website at 
www.michigan.gov/gateway - you may find the answers 
you’re looking for there.  If not, send your questions to 
peekb@michigan.gov.  We’ll post the answers on the 
website or in a future edition of the newsletter. 

The new Detroit 
Mexicantown 
International 
Welcome Center

MDOT will open the 
new welcome center 
and Ambassador Bridge 
Gateway Project office in 
early fall. 

Mexicantown Community 
Development Corporation’s 
office is located in the 
welcome center and always 
a great place to find the 
latest information on the 
project.
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