
Jordan Twardy  12/17/2009 11:55AM >>>           
  Mr. Stepanski and Mr. Parsons, 
 
 I am writing regarding the proposed DIFT. I love that we are looking to invest in multi-modal transit options in 
southwest Detroit, but your location and your goal begs the question, how can you do this, and not do so at the 
Michigan Central Station?! This location, while indeed needing roughly $110,000,000 in clean up costs, is the prime  
 spot for such an endeavor. I realize that you included the CP Expressway Yard -- where the station sits -- in your 
analysis, but I am very curious as to why this location, which seems ideal, was not chosen as the main hub for 
consolidating shipping operations. 
 
 Corktown is one of Detroit's few vibrant, up and coming neighborhoods, but the site itself has HUGE advantages 
that make it the prime location for a freight and commuter transit hub at the edge of the world's busiest freight 
crossing. I would urge you to consider the following and at least establish the station as a prime location in the 
transit flow for the DIFT if not the hub for it out right: 
 
 1. It is the only place in North America where five separate rail lines come together at one location 2. It has existing 
rail that runs west along I-94 and RIGHT PAST the Detroit Metro Airport 3. Its eastern rails go past Fort Street, 
under the river and out into a large rail yard in Canada 4. The building's owner has articulated, through his company, 
that if a viable plan for the building is put forward, money for repairs is "not an issue," meaning he would 
contribute.  5. The building is architecturally beautiful and suited for mixed-use development 6. The building has 
significant symbolism as an example of Detroit's fall; it can hold the same weight as a symbol of its new  
 rise, presenting a game-changer that can change the perception that Detroit has no investment opportunity. 
 
 I am a Masters in Urban Planning student at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and I am working on a 
development proposal for the Central Station as my Master's Thesis. I am convinced that with the project you are 
working on and with the building owner's commitment, a highly successful development can occur at the Station 
with a return on investment of at least 20% for all stakeholders. Trains, not trucks, are the future of shipping and we 
need to undo what was done by the auto industry decades ago and return mass transit to Detroit. Yes, your initiative 
is a good one, but opportunities like this are rare for Detroit. Lets not waste it! 
 
 I realize the incredible amount of time and work that must have gone into this plan, and I applaud you both for 
getting it this far. When you have a moment, I would really appreciate your reactions to my comments. 
 
 Thank you very much and have an excellent day! 
 Sincerely, 
 
 Jordan Twardy 
 
  
 
>>> Jordan Twardy  1/11/2010 2:37PM >>>    
 
Terry, 
 
Thank you for your responses; I've taken some time to "geek out" on the rest of the documents located online 
relating to the DIFT, and I have some questions and concerns, that I hope you might be able to respond to at your 
convenience. First, after looking at the project and reading the public comments, I have a lot of concern over the 
pollution creation and mitigation issues of the project. 
 
I noticed on page 8 of the Air Quality Protocol Text, section 3.3 notes that "the project will route trucks to routes 
away from neighborhoods." I was wondering where I might find information on how this will be done, as well as 
details on other measures the DIFT team plans to implement to ensure that the residents around the area are not dealt 
the full blow of pollution that would result from consolidating operations near their homes. I'm also curious as to the 
actual levels of air and noise pollution that these residents can actually expect from the project; I'm certainly aware 
that perception of a threat does not always align with the reality of a given situation, but I do wonder how much of 
these fears over air and noise pollution are well-founded. 



 
A second question revolves around the Michigan Central Station, or the CP Expressway Terminal of the DIFT. I 
was wondering what type of operations occur there currently, and what operations will be there after implementation 
of the DIFT, if any. I was wondering if a proposal for a revived Central Station that had mixed-use development and 
a more passenger-focused commuter/light-rail/bus terminal capacity could be done as a separate project that could 
compliment activity at the DIFT site. I have drafted proposals for this as part of my studies if you or anyone else 
might be interested in looking into that. 
 
My final question is regarding the contributions of the stakeholders who will benefit from this project, mainly 
Marathon Oil and the shipping and rail compaines involved, especially the company owned by Mr. Maroon (sorry if 
I misspelled this), the owner of the Central Station and the Ambassador bridge. What level of financial support are 
they offering to this project and what measures of accountability and regulations will be placed upon them? 
 
I hope these questions do not create too much extra work on your end; I realize I have a lot in here and I truly 
appreciate any time you can take to provide substantive answers to them or point me in the direction of relevant info. 
 
I'm incredibly interested in this project and as a planning student I would really hate to see this potentially amazing 
project become another Poletown  case. As I am sure you and the rest of the DIFT team know, it's incredibly 
important that the public health and safety concerns of nearby residents are taken into account as the main priority 
and that cohesive communities are not utterly destroyed by this project. I also hope that the beneficiaries of this 
project, the companies and stakeholders I mentioned above, are compelled to pull their full weight in making this 
project work, especially in terms of offering significant funding for its implementation and earnestly making the 
effort to make this project as minimally disturbing to the health and vitality of neighboring communities as possible. 
 
When I think of how some of those stakeholders, especially the owner of the Central Station, have more or less 
stood by while Southwest Detroit has deteriorated, it frustrates me that they only now are moving to make 
something happen. While I do not think they are inherently bad people, I hope that you and everyone else on the 
public sector side will please do everything you can to keep them in check and make sure they play fair. 
 
Thank you again very much for taking my comments seriously and offering a response. Have an excellent day and 
best of luck as this project moves forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jordan Twardy 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1/26/2010 5:37PM >>> 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I am a Corktown resident who is submitting my concerns about the proposed expansion.  In regards to the proposed 
expansion of the rail yard, known as the Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal (DIFT), and continued truck traffic has 
the potential to have a long-term, negative impact on our land, air, water and quality of life. We have been working 
very hard personally on making our areas aesthetically beautiful and safe for children.  Many residents are also  
diligently growing organic gardens that lead, along with, the largest cities around our country as the most supported 
urban renewal projects.  Corktown is working very hard to grow gardens that will put Detroit on the map as an 
exemplary city and we feel that DIFT will destroy our hard efforts!  Please re-consider your proposed location. Also, 
please inform us of any future plans/proposals in regards to this matter. 
  
Sincerely, 
Kristyn Koth, Parallel Studio 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Angela Castaneda-Lopez  1/22/2010 5:49PM >>> 
To whom it may concern, 
 I live in southwest Detroit and I don't want rail yard expansion here. I don't feel the economic boost outweighs the 
environmental harm the project will cause.  
 
Sincerely, 
Angela Castaneda-Lopez 
 
 
anna felts      1/25/2010 8:05PM >>> 
 
Greetings. We are the owners of Advance Auto Glass, which is located at the corner of Central Avenue and John 
Kronk; our physical Address is 3600 Central Avenue, Detroit, MI 48210. We would like our comments to be 
considered in the final decision of the Detroit Intermodal Terminal project. We have maintained our business at the 
Central location, and have expanded to the Ann Arbor area, as we have been told for many years that this project 
was going to be moving forward. The trucking depot has negatively effected our business, and yet we held out in 
hopes that this project was going to occur and that our business would be purchased for the sake of this projects 
completion.  It has been difficult for us to maintain the business in Detroit as well as in Ann Arbor; however we 
needed to expand our business as we were told this project would be moving forward, and we needed to secure 
another source of income when that happened. We thoroughly support the movement of the Detroit Intermodal 
Freight Project, and are holding on to the prospect that this project will be moving forward in the near future. We 
would also like to be included in your email list for future updates to this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
Harold and Anna Felts 
Owners-Advance Auto Glass and Parts 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Jon Koller  1/26/2010 1:19AM >>> 
 
Mr. Parsons, 
I have just read through the DIFT FEIS and would like to make some comments, you will find them below. 
Regards, 
Jon Koller, Corktown Residents Council 
 
1.  Truck traffic - Moving truck traffic to the Wyoming gate is a good thing.  Why leave any traffic on Livernois?  
Send it all to Wyoming.  Also, with a gate on Lonyo, what assurances does the community have that traffic will not 
be routed towards I-75? 
2.  Connectivity - Closing Lonyo is very bad, there are very few transportation connections to link the areas on 
either side of the track despite a great deal of traffic between the two.  Further, it seems from the drawings that a 
very long viaduct is being proposed for Central St, supposedly justified by the need to avoid at grade collisions.  It is 
not clear though, if this threat is real (how quickly are trains moving in a rail yard?).  Further, viaducts are some of 
the most dangerous roadways for pedestrians and bicyclists.  If constructed, the viaduct should be well lit, day and 
night.  NOT like the viaduct by Michigan Central Depot.  Use the Lodge under Cobo, 696 under the park overpasses 
in Oak Park or the road under the runway at DTW as example of good viaducts.  Ventilation should be provided if 
the stretch is a long as the drawing seemed to indicate. 
 Separate bike, auto and pedestrian facilities should be provided.  The viaduct should be maintained by the railyard, 
not the city and fines should be imposed on the railyard if the viaduct is not clean or well lit. 
 Viaducts aren't inherently bad, but look around Detroit; there are viaducts that are scary to drive through (20th St 
comes to mind), imagine biking or even walking through them! 
3.  The Railyard - This isn't a third world country.  Paving is a nice first step (though I'll believe it when I see it).  
Why would you use construction (that's a short term thing) equipment to perform the long term task of lifts?  Look 



at modern shipyards, everything is computer controlled, electronic, zero emissions, less noise, more efficient, 
quicker....etc. 
 Additionally, the footprint of the yard could be reduced if the enormous turning radius of the front end loaders 
didn't need to be accommodated. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Hannah Lewis  1/26/2010 11:12AM >>> 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I didn't see anything in the Environmental Impact Study about transportation connections for people in the city.  
Viaducts are notoriously dangerous in the city - often poorly lit, littered with garbage and full of potholes. 
 They act as walls for pedestrians and cyclists.  If this plan is really going to materialize, it's really important that this 
viaduct is comfortable and safe to be in.  It will need to be well lit day and night, and clean of litter and the road will 
need to be maintained as well.  Someone other than the city (either the state or the rail companies) will need to be 
responsible to the viaduct's maintenance.  If the upkeep is not taken care of, there needs to be a protocol that 
involves fining whoever is responsible. 
Thank you for taking the time to read of my concern. 
 
Regards, 
Hannah Lewis 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> "Dean P. Simmer" 1/26/2010 12:49PM >>> 
 
Mr. Parsons, 
I am deeply concerned with how the DIFT will impact those of us in Southwest Detroit. At the least, great care must 
be taken to preserve the air quality of the neighborhood for future generations. At this time, there is a surplus of 
transportation trucks using residential streets, and the idea that this may grow causes me to reject the DIFT at this 
time. 
If the DIFT can be updated to decrease the amount of tractor-trailers on our neighborhood streets, I may be willing 
to change my mind, but until then, let it be known that my voice is a resounding no to the DIFT. 
 
Thank you, 
Dean P. Simmer 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Matthew     1/28/2010 9:58AM >>> 
 
Thank you for being willing to hear public comments regarding DIFT.  Though I have not been at public meetings 
about DIFT, I am very concerned about the environmental impact on SW Detroit.  Diesel is a huge part of the air we 
breathe, and any alternative that makes this situation worse is unacceptable.  I understand the need for change, and I 
understand the need to breathe.  Please consider options, even if a new one must be created, that will not further 
poison the people of SW Detroit who have been dumped on for so long.  As pastor of a church in the area, we are 
dealing with countless environmental health issues that effect our people, from soil to air pollution.  Thank you for 
your consideration. 
 
 The Rev. Matthew Bode, Pastor 
"Living lives of hope and love in our city as followers of Jesus Christ." 
 
 
 
 
 



__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Jeff DeBruyn  1/28/2010 6:48PM >>> 
To Whom It May Concern: 
I live in southwestern Detroit. I am opposed to the expansion of the railyard. Our community has already been 
adversely impacted enough by toxins, pollution and exhaust fumes. Our community is one of the fastest growing 
communities in Michigan. Please put the railyard somewhere where fewer people will be negatively impacted. 
Sincerely, 
Jeff DeBruyn 
 
 
>>> Jason Fiedler     1/28/2010 11:28PM >>> 
 
Hello, 
I recently received an email discussing the Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal project.  I had heard a little bit about 
this project.  I heard that the environmental impact won't be very great and there will be a significant job increase 
which is something no one can argue with right now. 
However, I did notice that Central will be a "separate grade" which I understand to mean that the road will go 
underneath the railroad tracks.  In my understanding of the plan, this tunnel will be quite long which makes a 
possibly dangerous situation for pedestrians and bicyclists who will be sharing a dark narrow corridor with 
automobiles.  With Lonyo closed, traveling between Dix and Michigan in that area will be a very large hassle that 
will divide people in the community without automobiles. 
Of course this is what I understand the plan to be and may have misinterpreted or was given false information, I 
know how these things go sometimes. 
 
So while I value rail creating jobs and efficiently moving supplies in and out of our community, I don't want people 
to be separated by a wall of progress. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Jason Fiedler 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Meredith Begin  1/29/2010 1:10AM >>> 
 
Dear Mr. Parsons and Mr. Stepanski, 
 
I am concerned that the Environmental Impact Study doesn't take into consideration modes of transportation other 
than trains and trucks.  Not all persons in the community use a vehicle to travel. In fact, more than 30% of Detroit 
households do not own motor vehicles. Rather, residents travel by bus, bicycle or on foot.  Additionally, studies 
show that more people around the country are choosing modes of transportation other than the automobile. 
I know that transportation options are a major point for me to consider when choosing where to live.  We need to 
start thinking long-term and planning Detroit as a place where people would want to move.  People want options and 
if these plans are approved, it would reduce Detroit's chance to compete for business with other regions that are 
more friendly to multi-modal transportation such as public transit, biking and walking. 
 
The proposed "below grade" viaducting would do serious damage to existing walking and bicycling paths. This 
project, as planned, would divide a thriving community by completely removing transportation options for the large 
number of Detroit households (>30%) who do know own motor vehicles. 
Why have the roads go over the junction yard provide ample space for pedestrians and bicyclists? 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the DIFT: EIS. 
 
Sincerely, 
Meredith Begin 
 



___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Sandra Yu    1/29/2010 8:53AM >>> 
 
Mr. Parsons: 
Regarding the DIFT project, the proposed "below grade" viaducting would do serious damage to existing walking 
and bicycling paths. Please know that this project, as planned, would divide a thriving community by completely 
removing transportation options for the large number of Detroit households 
(>30%) who do know own motor vehicles. 
 
Sandra Yu 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Scott Robichaud    1/29/2010 9:08AM >>> 
 
I disapprove of the DIFT plans. As a homeowner of the southwest Detroit community I find that it would hurt a 
developing neighborhood by putting a black hole in the middle of it. It would be very pedestrian unfriendly and 
introduce too many trucks into the area. I urge MDOT NOT to invest in or complete this project. 
 
love, 
Scott Robichaud 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Joel Howrani Heeres  1/29/2010 10:00AM >>> 
 
Mr. Parsons: 
 
Greetings. As a resident of Detroit, avid bicyclist, and concerned citizen, I am writing to express my extreme 
displeasure with the drastic measures being taken to expand the DIFT in SW Detroit. Particularly, the proposed 
viaducting of Michigan Avenue and closure of Lonyo will further severely impact the ability of the vulnerable 
populations without access to cars. 
Pedestrians, bicyclists, and those in wheelchairs will likely be terrified of going  800 ft underground with cars 
whizzing by them...not to mention the attendant pollution. Riding under the rail bridge at Vernor and Waterman is 
currently a life threatening experience. This proposed tunnel will be many meters longer. This will have an 
extremely detrimental effect on the mobility of many residents of Detroit. Please consider other alternatives to this 
drastic reduction of transportation possibilities for resident of Detroit. Please take my comments into consideration. 
Thank you. 
 
Joel R. Howrani Heeres 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> nate bikes     1/29/2010 12:33PM >>> 
 
HELLO 
I think it is ridiculous that this is being proposed in an area where people are trying to live. Nobody wants to live in 
the middle of a truck depot. 
I spent over 2 years right after purchasing a home in Southwest Detroit having to hear  and feel and smell and breath 
the Semi Trucks that were constantly driving down our street at all hours of the night. These trucks were illegally 
driving on a Posted "TRUCKS KEEP OFF" route. I COULD go on and on about how miserable it has become to 
live in SW Detroit, but instead I invite you to move here yourself and see it firsthand. 
 
This kind of truck terminal should be built where HUMANS DO NOT LIVE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 



ANGRILY 
NATE SAVINO 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> M Martinez    1/29/2010 12:59PM >>> 
 
Dear Mr. Parsons, 
 
As a resident of the SW Detroit neighborhood, I am appalled at the outreach. 
I received word for public notice one day before, and without significant notice, I could not get off work. My family 
also owns a business in the neighborhood, and they also did not receive notice. We collective own a business and 
three residences here. I submit these comments on the DIFT on behalf of myself and family. 
 
1. The process for public comment was grossly insufficienct the timetables and outreach were abhorable. 
2. There was no outreach in Arabic nor Spanish speaking people in the effected neighborhood. 
3. Lonyo will be cut off dividing the community in two near two schools. 
This will have a dramatic social impact on the community's economic growth potential. 
4. Expansion of the DIFT will cause traffic disruptions and dramatic increases in truck traffic through residential 
neighborhoods endangering youth and families. Further there is no pedestrian or cyclist pathways ANYWHERE! 
5. There will be Enivronmental Justice consequences which were not adequately addressed through mitigation 
impacts, nor community benefits. 
6. Air pollution rates will sky-rocket. Although it says that particulate matter will be reduced for diesel air pollution 
IF the trucks comply with new diesel regulations, other contaminants will be emitted. 
7. In the FEIS it says that only 28 homes will be displaced, yet the expanded project will increased the financial 
burden and weaken stability of homes through increased health care bills, and decreased property values. 
8. Livernois, Wyoming and Central will be virtually converted into a highway for increased truck traffic. Although 
they claim new interchanges will increase safety, there are no buffer zones for families that live at the immediate 
boundaries of the new throughways. 
9. The FEIS states there will be no direct nor indirect effects of parkland, yet there are two Detroit Recreation Areas, 
and large community garden on Lonyo. These areas will be impacted with increase pollution burdens, and reduced 
community cohesion. 

 
the Livernois-Junction Yard, the greater truck activity, compared to the No Action Alternative, means the 
hydrocarbon (HC), nitrogen oxide (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), diesel particulate matter (DPM), 
benzene, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde and acrolein burdens will be higher. The paving of the yard will substantially 
reduce particula  
Paving the yard, and low-sulfur burning engines, are insufficient mitigation to the large impact it will have on the 
regional air pollution, as Wayne County is already a non-attainment zone, and SW Detroit has the worst air quality 
records in the State of Michigan. 
There is no mention of filtration systems or noise mitigation for adjacent home owners. 
11. The community is vehemently opposed to any new industrial transportation projects until at least the Detroit 
Master Plan is completed and passed that requires new projects to create legally binding mitigation efforts that will 
significantly reduce harm to the health and welfare of neighborhood residents. 
12. Shame on the state for negating the state and federal environmental justice executive directive/order and 
planning this fully acknowledging the harm to the community. 
13. Environmental Justice demographics were taken from county level statistics dramatically reducing the statistical 
significance of this project's impact. There are far more "minorities" LAtino, Black, Arab Americans than portrayed 
here on the city level. 
 
Michelle Martinez 
"Express everything you like. 
No word can hurt you. None. 
No idea can hurt you. 
Not being able to express an idea or word will hurt you more. Like a bullet." Jamaica Kincaid 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> denis rochac    1/29/2010 1:04PM >>> 
 
Mr. Parsons: 
 
Greetings. As a resident of Detroit, avid bicyclist, and concerned citizen, I am writing to express my extreme 
displeasure with the drastic measures being taken to expand the DIFT in SW Detroit. Particularly, the proposed 
viaducting of Michigan Avenue and closure of Lonyo will further severely impact the ability of the vulnerable 
populations without access to cars. 
 
Pedestrians, bicyclists, and those in wheelchairs will likely be terrified of going  800 ft underground with cars 
whizzing by them...not to mention the attendant pollution. Riding under the rail bridge at Vernor and Waterman is 
currently a life threatening experience. This proposed tunnel will be many meters longer. This will have an 
extremely detrimental effect on the mobility of many residents of Detroit. Please consider other alternatives to this 
drastic reduction of transportation possibilities for resident of Detroit. Please take my comments into consideration. 
Thank you. 
Denis Rochac 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Christina Guzman     1/29/2010 1:41PM >>> 
 
I am a resident of Sothwest Detroit and I am very opposed to this expansion.  I know there has not been many 
comments on this issue and that is because many of our residents are not aware and many do not speak english.  If 
you build this expansion you are dividing a thriving community and completely removing transportation options for 
the large number of Southwest Detroit households who do own cars. 
Again, I am vehemently opposed to this expansion. You people in power pollute our air and ruin our streets and you 
don't care about our health or well being.  Do not build this expansion. 
 
Christina Guzman 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Sarah Hayosh     1/29/2010 1:42PM >>> 
 
Mr. Parsons, 
 
As a resident of Southwest Detroit, I am extremely concerned with the Final Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal Study. I don't think that the Statement provides enough provisions for the 
surrounding community. I, for one, cannot stand the thought of the proposed "grade separated" Central Avenue 
underpass as my only connection between Vernor and Michigan Avenue from Wyoming to Livernois. 
There are already several examples of dangerous viaducts within Southwest Detroit that I have to cross just to go to 
the nearest grocery store (the viaduct at W. Vernor and Newark at Michigan Central Station) and to visit a friend (on 
W. Vernor, just east of the Waterman/Dix/Vernor gate). I am often traveling by foot or bicycle, which makes these 
crossings all the more intimidating and dangerous. The Waterman/Dix/Vernor viaduct is especially treacherous for a 
pedestrian or cyclist, as there are not proper bridges, paths or lanes separated from cars, trucks, and semi-trailers 
barreling through the tunnel. 
 
These are real communities, real people that the project is adversely affecting.  I would like to see a plan for the 
proposed DIFT that doesn't completely separate families members from each other, children from their schools, 
residents from retail options and recreational activities. It is crazy that when it comes to Environmental Justice, 
MDOT recognizes that "there is a history of impacts to minority and low-income populations associated with past 
industrialization and transportation projects",  but yet the preferred alternative will still carry "adverse 
disproportionate impacts from this project". What is the point of recognizing the history of horrible environmental 
impacts industry has brought to the southwest Detroit community if you aren't going to do anything to change that 



pattern? I understand the need for the DIFT project, and the economic impact it can bring to the region. But also 
recognize that people LIVE here, and you have to respect that. Property owners and residents shouldn't have to 
abandon their communities in order to have a decent quality of life and not have to put their health at risk. 
 Please include in your environmental impact statement a more comprehensive plan for negating the adverse effects 
this project will have on the surrounding community with regards to air quality, land use,.traffic patterns, pedestrian 
and bicyclist safety, connectivity, and community cohesion. 
 
Regards, 
Sarah J. Hayosh 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> "Maureen Powers"     1/29/2010 1:47PM >>> 
 
I am a 25-year resident of southwest Detroit and a homeowner. I am developing some anxiety about the following 
plans that are being pressed on my neighborhood and community by governmental and/or malign corporate forces. 
The prospects of dirtier air, more particulate matter from more truck exhaust, noise, is getting to be more than I can 
bear. I realize that progress is important, but this neighborhood -the last thriving neighborhoods in a desolate City - 
cannot absorb so much meg-sizing of industry.  
1.       The Detroit International River Crossing - just west of my home 
2.       The Proposed "Twinning"  of the Ambassador Bridge - just east of my home 
3.       The Detroit Intermodal Freight terminal - just north of my home 
I am opposed to the gigantic freight yard being proposed. It will be a tremendous hardship on a population that 
couldn't move away if we wanted to. My pretty little Victorian house is now worth only $5,000 on the open market 
due to this economy, Detroit's problems with crime and the proposed Detroit International Bridge Crossing with a 
footprint that ends a mere three blocks from my home. 
I am becoming anxious that I am to be a lung-diseased prisoner of the State of Michigan in my old-age. 
 
Maureen Powers 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Sandra Grinnell      1/29/2010 2:08PM >>> 
 
Hello Everyone (and thanks Michelle!), 
I have email this letter, Mr Parsons information, and the other draft concerning the DIFT and their biased influence 
to President Obama and the White House. Thank you for informing me and hopefully it will alert the Federal 
Government of these suspicious practices. I will continue to write the White House everyday to create repetition and 
a constistent alert of this issue. If you would also like to do so, here is the link to submit a letter to the White House: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact You may have to copy and paste the address into your web browser. 
Thank you for your time and attention. Please keep me abreast of the progression and I will continue to write to the 
President Obama to address the continual neglect of our international boarder. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sandra Grinnell 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
January 29, 2010Robert H. Parsons, Public Involvement and Hearings Officer 
Bureau of Transportation Planning 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 30050, Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Dear Mr. Parsons, 
I write as a Detroit resident who lives in the direct impact area of the Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal Project    
and have the following comments on the Final Environmental Impact Statement. 



Our family lives in one of the homes on John Kronk that will be near the Livernois entrance.  We feel we should be 
offered the option to be acquired because we believe we will experience extreme disruption to our quality of life 
with the increased activity from the yard expansion and the Livernois gate being immediately near our home. 
 
Residents in our area already experience noise disruption from the rail yard activities, especially the sounds from 
containers being moved around.  The proposed wall will not fully address these container noises and therefore 
follow-up noise studies must be done throughout the neighborhood to determine if measures must be taken to reduce 
noise levels in homes, like with improved windows.  
 
We also feel strongly that there should be some limits on the hours of operation of container activities. We believe 
the air quality studies are not sufficient and that more must be done to guarantee that diesel emissions levels from 
increased activities will be addressed.  We are aware of the harm that is caused by diesel pollution from recent 
studies of rail yards and near-roadways. Since viable solutions exist by upgrading locomotive engines, using 
alternate fuels, and filtering diesel trucks, we believe that all available means must be pursued to decrease emissions 
and that these should be guaranteed for the community. 
 
 As residents who will be significantly impacted by this project, and being from a Spanish-speaking household, we 
have not been adequately and appropriately informed about the progress of this project before it has reached this 
stage.  I know that very little direct communication was done with anyone in our neighborhood over the past few 
years, and the needs of Spanish-speaking residents to provide translations of materials and appropriate outreach 
were not met.  
 
Sincerely,  Sandra Grinnell 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Espino Angelita      1/29/2010 2:45PM >>> 
 
What little I've read about this plan does not seem to be in the best interests of the community surrounding the DIFT.  
The plan to leave only an 800 foot tunnel connecting Vernor to Michigan Avenue between Livernois on the east and 
Wyoming on the west serves to further isolate these communities.  The various viaducts and tunnels I'm familiar 
with in my SW Detroit community are poorly maintained, flood if there's any type of rainfall, and are dangerous to 
walk or ride a bike in.  How many neighborhood people are going to get jobs once this is constructed?  Not 
construction jobs, but people employed at the terminal?  What are you doing to limit the pollution in this community 
already surrounded by poor air quality?  We citizens pay taxes, and are you giving them tax breaks when they 
should be paying increased taxes to support the city? 
  
We must become the change we want to see... Gandhi. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Myrna Segura       1/29/2010 3:14PM >>> 
 
This project, as planned, would divide a thriving community by completely removing transportation options for the 
large number of Detroit households (30%) who do know own motor vehicles. 
  
Myrna S. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Rocio Valerio       1/29/2010 6:04PM >>> 
 
January 29, 2010 
Robert H. Parsons, Public Involvement and Hearings Officer Bureau of Transportation Planning Michigan 
Department of Transportation P.O. Box 30050, Lansing, MI 48909 
 



Dear Mr. Parsons, 
 
As a resident of John Kronk Street, and the main construction site for the DIFT project I'm appalled at the lack of 
contact with my family and my neighbors about the proposed project.  My family first received notice of the DIFT 
project a number of years ago.  My family only knew about the continuation of the DIFT was through my 
involvement with the environmental justice community in SW Detroit.  Aside from the lack of communication with 
our family, all of the meetings that I have attended, we were given last minute notice, and the materials were not 
translated in either Spanish nor Arabic despite the fact that an overwhelming percentage of the population of SW 
Detroit and the DIFT area are primarily Spanish or Arabic speakers.  I am submitting these comments on my behalf 
and my family. 
 
1.  There has been a lack of proper notice of the public meetings to residents.  The outreach has been done with only 
a day (or 2 at best) in advance.  This does not allow the community members to plan accordingly and attend these 
meetings.  A lot of the residents in the area have a lot at stake with the proposed DIFT project, and holding "public" 
meetings without proper outreach and input from the community is unacceptable. 
2.  Aside from the lack of outreach to the community most impacted, the public meetings were held with absolutely 
no translation to Arabic or Spanish.  When I brought this point, I was made aware that Harvey is a Spanish speaker 
and that "everyone" already knew this.  Clearly not everyone knew since this was never announced to the Spanish-
speaking residents, and Arabic speaking residents were still left out of the process. 
3.  Southwest Detroit is an area that has been devastated by the numerous geographical divisions due to the three 
main high ways that cut through our community.  The DIFT as proposed closes off Lonyo dividing the community 
yet again.  The closing of Lonyo does not only divide the community, but it also makes the accessibly to green space 
in SW Detroit more difficult. 
4.  There are Environmental Justice implications with the expansion of the DIFT, however they have not been 
properly addressed.  Air quality in SW Detroit is already a concern for residents, with this expansion there will be an 
increase of truck traffic, and air pollution.  The proposed project does little or nothing to address the fact that in a 
majority people of color and low-income neighborhood will be more heavily impacted.  In fact the Environmental 
Justice demographics were taking from the county level.  By doing so, there is a huge decrease of the statistical 
demographics of communities of color that will be negatively impacted by the DIFT expansion.  There are far more 
"minorities" in the area that wok, live, play and have invested in our community than what this study portrays. 
5.  The impacts on the health of residents due to increase of diesel pollution are detrimental. Some of these health 
impacts include: 
 
   - Diesel pollution makes people sick.  It contains lung irritants, more than 40 "air toxics" including carcinogens 
and fine particulate matter (PM).  Tiny particles in diesel exhaust are inhaled deep into the large lungs, where they 
can trigger asthma and heart attacks. 
   - Diesel pollution is associated with a wide erange of adverse health effects including cance, meaurological 
damage, a wekaned immune system, strokes, premature deaths along with many others.  
   - Diesel soot is a global warming pollutant.  Black carbon from diesel exhaust, pound for pound, is thought to have 
a warming efect at least 220 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. 
   - In the Wayne county area diesel pollution cuts shot the lives of 161 peope, 2020 non-fatal heart attacks, 3,232 
asthma attacks, 90 chronic bronchitis, 18,253 work loss days, and 105,656 minor restricted activity days. 
 
In fact, in your own words: "On the Livernois-Junction Yard, the greater truck activity, compared to the No Action 
Alternative, means the hydrocarbon (HC), nitrogen oxide (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), diesel 
particulate matter (DPM), benzene, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde and acrolein burdens will be higher. The paving of 

 
such as paving the yards and low-sulfur-burning engines are insufficient! 
6.   The community is vehemently opposed to any new industrial 
transportation projects until at least the Detroit Master Plan is completed and passed that requires new projects to 
create legally binding mitigation efforts that will significantly reduce harm to the health and welfare of 
neighborhood residents. 
7.  Finally, as a resident, I am urging you to comply with the 12 principles of Environmental Justice (attached), and 
to recommit your efforts to act in accordance to fulfill the needs of our community. 
 
Rocio S. Valerio-Gonzalez 



___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> alison heeres       1/29/2010 11:13PM >>> 
 
Mr. Parsons, 
 
Please hear the voices of those of us who work, live, raise our children and commute in the city of Detroit. The city 
has already suffered grave consequences from the poorly implemented highway system that segregated 
neighborhoods and put pedestrian and cycling commuters at a severe disadvantage. Many citizens of Detroit do not 
have access to cars and the DIFT proposal will severally disconnect SW Detroit for many of those who live in and 
around the area. As a concerned citizen I will rail against this proposal to the fullest in its stages of planning and 
construction. Please do not construct this freight tunnel, for the sake of our health, access to our community, and the 
continuity of day to day transportation options. 
 
Thank you, 
Alison Heeres 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> < Alycia Meriweather  
 1/29/2010 11:16PM >>> 
 
I am a resident of Southwest Detroit, and have some concerns about the DIFT, which I believe will have some 
negative impact on the health of our community, and compromise the avenues of transportation for pedestrians 
between Vernor and Michigan.  
Our community is home to the largest rail yard in Michigan. The proposed expansion of the rail yard, known as the 
Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal (DIFT), and continued truck traffic has the potential to have a long-term, 
negative impact on our land, air, water and quality of life Additionally, my understanding is that there will be an 800 
foot viaduct to be shared between pedestrians and motor vehicles. This seems to be a fairly unsafe for pedestrians 
since it would leave a long distance between visibility. I base this on the very uncomfortable feeling I feel when 
walking under the viaduct by the old train station, which is half of the proposed distance for this viaduct.  
 
All of these things are proposed in an area of the city of Detroit that is actually growing with people and business. I 
encourage all involved to really evaluate this decision, as previous decisions such as this one have had devastating 
effects on our city.  
 
Sincerely, 
Alycia Meriweather  
As you press on for justice, be sure to move with dignity and discipline, using only the weapon of love. Let no man 
pull you so low as to hate him.  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (excerpt from the sermon, The Most Durable Power, November 6, 1956)  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
>>> Ahmina Maxey     1/29/2010 6:27PM >>> 
 
Dear Mr. Parsons, 
 
The East Michigan Environmental Action Council has included comments regarding the Final Environmental 
Impact Study for the Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal to this e-mail. 
 
We have expressed our disappointment at the lack of community involvement in the FEIS process, and the clear 
environmental justice implications the DIFT expansion will have. 
Ahmina Maxey 
Associate Director 
East Michigan Environmental Action Council www.emeac.org  
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From:  <Brian.Sullivan@aphis.usda.gov> 
To: <stepanskit@michigan.gov> 
CC: <Craig.Kellogg@aphis.usda.gov> 
Date:  2/1/2010 2:30PM 
Subject:  Xerolenta obvia and The Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal (DIFT)-Environmental Impact 
Study  
 
Terry Stepanski 
 
Please contact in regards to Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal (DIFT)-  
Environmental Impact Study.  It mentioned the exotic snail Xerolenta obvia  
and the eradication in the Final Environmental Impact Statement and Final  
Section 4(f) Evaluation (pg 1-35) .  I am the project coordinator for this  
eradication program and it is my agency that regulates these invasive  
exotic pests. 
 
As you may know, the United States Department of Agriculture is  
responsible for many different programs.  These programs involve the  
exclusion, detection, eradication or control of invasive/ exotic pests  
that can have harmful impacts on our agricultural industries and natural  
resources.  Once an invasive agricultural pest is discovered, we initiate  
and oversee the eradication or other management programs to protect the  
agricultural and natural resources of the United States. 
When dealing with invasive agricultural pests, the United States  
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has  
the legal authority under Sections 411, 412, and 414 of the Plant  
Protection Act (7 USC 7711, 7712, and 7714) and Sections 10404 through  
10407 of the Animal Health Protection Act (7 USC 8303 through 8306) to  
require treatment and/or other remedial measures to control/eradicate  
plant pests.  
I am glad to see things are moving forward with this project but please  
contact me so we may discuss how and why these snails my impact this  
project.  A meeting may be need. 
 
Thank you and look forward to our correspondence. 
 Brian Sullivan 
Plant Health Safeguarding Specialist 
Phone: 734-942-9005 
Cell Phone: 734-891-7827 
 









































Hello. 
At its formal session today (1/26/2010), the Detroit City Council passed the attached two resolutions. 
City Planning Commission staff would also like our report forwarded as part of the comment period record. 
City Council decided to pass both resolutions, in case an extension is NOT granted.  
Please forward to FHWA. 
Please confirm receiving.  
 
Christopher J. Gulock, AICP 
City Planner 
City Planning Commission 
202 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 
Detroit, MI  48226 
(313) 224-7888 phone 
(313) 224-4336 fax 
chris@cncl.ci.detroit.mi.us 
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PO Box 09400  

Detroit, MI 48209 
313-842-1961 

313-842-2158(fax) 
 
January 28, 2010 
 
Mr. Robert Parsons 
Public Involvement/Hearing Officer 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
PO Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
 
RE: Comments on Final Environmental Impact Statement Detroit Intermodal Freight 
Terminal 
 
Dear Mr. Parsons: 
 
Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision(SDEV), is a community-based non-profit 
organization that has worked for over seventeen years to improve environmental 
conditions in Southwest Detroit and South Dearborn. SDEV has been participating in   
the EIS process for the DIFT over the past eight years. SDEV recognizes that the DIFT 
project presents an opportunity to improve the infrastructure in and around the Livernois 
Junction Yard by paving the yard to reduce dust and runoff that creates flooding on local 
streets, installing visual and noise reduction buffers and creating the potential to attract 
new supply chain businesses and bring construction and other jobs to the community.  
 
Although we recognize the DIFT project presents several opportunities for positive 
improvements, we are concerned that the FEIS does not thoroughly identify and evaluate 
several negative impacts that will come with expansion of the facility and also does not 
offer sufficient mitigations for these problems. Below is a summary of these concerns: 
 
1) Air Quality  
 
Over the past two years SDEV conducted extensive outreach in the community during 
implementation of an EPA Community Action for A Renewed Environment (CARE) 
grant. We received input from residents of Southwest Detroit and South Dearborn on 
environmental concerns. After compiling these concerns, we conducted education 
sessions in the community on these environmental issues and then went through a process 
which enabled community residents and stakeholders to rank top priorities to address. 
Community members ranked pollution from mobile sources as the highest priority issue 
of conern(SDEV Final CARE report, October 2009). We have begun active efforts 
address this concern through implementation of an MDEQ-funded diesel emissions 
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reduction grant which is targeting off-road equipment and trucks that that operate 
primarily in the Southwest Detroit and South Dearborn area. 
 
We are very concerned that the FEIS underestimates the increased PM 2.5 and mobile 
source air toxic emissions that will be generated if the preferred alternative is 
implemented and fails to ensure adequate mitigation for these emissions. Our 
organization supports the extensive comments on the deficiencies of the FEIS Air Quality 
analysis filed by the Environmental Law and Policy Center et. al. January 29, 2010.  
 
We also note these additional concerns regarding the air analysis: 

 In the DIFT FEIS MDOT makes several references to air quality improving with 
the project versus no action but does not clearly state how they arrived at this 
conclusion.  In the revised air quality analysis Section 4.8.7 MDOT nowhere 
provides a summary of its overall conclusions and their implications for 
mitigation. MDOT still compares many air quality impacts to the 2004 existing 
conditions, implying that the DIFT will improve air quality. This comparison is 
inappropriate under NEPA, as the relevant question is the whether the Preferred 
Alternative will increase air pollution relative to No Action in the same future 
year.  

 Positive reductions in PM 2.5 from paving the yard seem to be overstated 
 Commitments to reducing air emissions during construction and during the on-

going operation of the yard are vague and do not quantify any specific 
improvements that will occur. 

 It is mentioned that the railroads will be encouraged to implement several air 
emission reductions related to locomotives and equipment on site but these 
actions are not documented in the pre-development plan agreements. It is 
important that these actions be required not just encouraged. 

 MDOT also repeatedly claims that net truck volumes in the community will 
decrease when the preferred alternative is built because the truck traffic from the 
29 businesses that are relocated will no longer be in the community. The FEIS 
also states that an attempt will be made to relocate these businesses in the 
Southwest Detroit community and that the DIFT will generate additional business 
development of logistics and support businesses. These statements contradict each 
other. Although there may be a net reduction in trucks in the footprint of the yard, 
it is not valid to claim that there will be an overall reduction in truck volumes in 
the community with construction of the project. Therefore reductions in emissions 
related to this claim of reduced truck volume also seem invalid. 

 
 
2) Noise and Vibrations 
 

 The green sheet indicates that security walls will mitigate noise levels from trains 
that exceed FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria. In response to comments submitted 
on noise generated by container lifts in the DEIS(FEIS 7-59) MDOT states that 

responsibility of the local government and it is not addressed in the FEIS. 
Residents have repeatedly complained about the noise being generated by these 
lifts at the current rates of operation at the facility. With the expansion of the yard 
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this problem will increase. It is critical for MDOT to commit to conducting noise 
monitoring in the community after the facility is operational and increase levels of 
noise mitigation if acceptable levels are exceeded. Other mitigation efforts 
besides the security wall must be considered such as limiting hours of operation 
of the facility and soundproofing for affected homes. 

 
 Also MDOT indicated that vibrations from train disruptions are currently 

experienced at Beard School(Roberto Clemente) and with increase in train traffic 
this disruption will probably occur less than once per hour. They also indicate that 
vibrations occur in absence of train activity so no mitigation is needed. It is 
important that mitigation for both train and other vibrations be put in place for the 
school. It is unfair for students  learning to be disrupted on a daily basis by this 
problem. 

 
SDEV also supports the comments on the deficiencies of the FEIS noise vibrations 
analysis filed by the Environmental Law and Policy Center et. al January 29, 2010.  
 
3) Truck Routing/Truck Volumes 
  

 The FEIS repeatedly states that efforts have been made to change the entrances 
and exits from the Yard to reduce truck traffic in residential areas. MDOT states 
that banking the entrance/exit from the yard on Livernois to force trucks to use I-
94 rather than cutting through residential areas from I-75 is a major benefit of the 
project. However, MDOT is proposing to add a new gate on John Kronk at 
Martin. Trucks will be driving in close proximity to homes on John Kronk to get 
from Livernois to the Martin entrance. There is no plan to acquire the homes on 
John Kronk that will be impacted on a daily basis by this truck traffic. MDOT 
should either acquire these homes and create an additional buffer between John 
Kronk and the adjacent residential area or relocate the proposed gate. 

 
 Truck volumes on Livernois between I-94 and the entrance to the Yard will 

increase. This stretch of road has a large number of residences, churches, schools 
and youth facilities. In addition the intersection of Michigan and Livernois has a 
significant need for improved pedestrian crossings. MDOT needs to commit to 
improvements on these areas of road to minimize impacts of additional trucks, 
improve appearance and increase pedestrian safety. 

 
 The FEIS states that closing Lonyo Avenue would increase auto traffic but 

decrease truck traffic on Central (4-54). Increased auto traffic on a narrow, heavy 
residential street is harmful and must be mitigated. There is also no discussion of 
how to address the trucks from industries on Dix Avenue that would be forced to 
use Central Avenue to connect to the I-94 interchange. Before this project 
proceeds these issues need to be addressed. 

 
4) Cumulative Impacts 
 
The FEIS erroneously states that trucks are being removed from local streets as a result of 
the completion of the Gateway Project. Currently the Gateway project has created an 
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increased number of trucks on local streets. There is no clear timeframe when this 
problem will be corrected. The cumulative impact of this project on the community is 
therefore not acknowledged in the DIFT.  
 
SDEV also supports the comments regarding the cumulative impacts on Beard School 
that were submitted by the Environmental Law and Policy Center et. al. January 29, 
2010. 
 
5)Neighborhood Cohesion 
 
Closure of Lonyo will serve to increase isolation of the community located around the 
yard from parks, religious facilities and business services located south of the yard. 
Residents have also expressed concerns that the proposed tunnel under Central will not 
be pedestrian and bike friendly. There is also concern of security issues for pedestrians 
traveling through the lengthy tunnel. The FEIS does not adequately assess the impacts 
that the closure of Lonyo will have on the impacted community. 
 
6)Redevelopment and Need for Appropriate Zoning 
 
The DIFT project has the potential to attract new logistics business and other support 
services. Relocated businesses might also choose to remain in the community. It is 
important for MDOT to work closely with the City of Detroit to support efforts to 
separate residential and trucking/commercial land uses through proactive zoning to 
prevent further concentration of incompatible land uses as a result of the DIFT project. 
 
7) Public engagement/outreach 
 
Since release of the DEIS in the summer of 2005, MDOT has conducted very little 
outreach to keep the community updated on the status of the project. There were public 
meetings in November 2008 when the Preferred Alternative was announced. Since that 
time no public meetings occurred. Many residents and community stakeholders were 
completely unaware of the project at the time the FEIS was released in December 2009.  
 
On December 7th at a meeting of community leaders that State Representative Rashida 
Tlaib convened with MDOT, I requested that MDOT schedule a public meeting prior to 
the end of the comment period. I stressed the need to adequately inform the community 
about the project. Numerous community leaders concurred that this was very important. 
Despite this request, MDOT did not schedule a public meeting.   With five days notice, 
and two days before the end of the comment period, the DIFT was added onto the agenda 
of the DRIC LAC meeting. There was inadequate time to notify members of the impacted 
community. 
 
 MDOT has acknowledged that the DIFT project is impacting an environmental justice 
community. A primary principle of environmental justice is to engage and inform 

of outreach and education regarding the project over the last year led to a failure to 
adequately engage residents and is no doubt a factor in the limited number of comments 
received on the FEIS.  
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8) Environmental Justice/Title VI Population Groups 
 
The FEIS acknowledges that the project will have disproportionately high and adverse 
effects on minority and low income populations in the study area. Many of the 
mitigations and community enhancements do not directly address these impacts. Because 
the air quality analysis underestimates the air emissions compared to the no action 
alternative there are no specific commitments made to air quality mitigations. Poor air 
quality impacts the health of the environmental justice population. The FEIS fails to 
acknowledge and mitigate for these impacts.  
 
The FEIS states that the project will reorient traffic away from residential neighborhoods 
and this is a mitigation of disproportionate impacts. Although the project removes traffic 
from some residential areas, it redirects it to other residential areas. A comprehensive 
truck route study for the DIFT, other transportation projects, and local industrial truck 
traffic is required to effectively address the problem of minimizing truck traffic in 
residential areas in Southwest Detroit and South Dearborn.  
 
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENTS 
 
MDOT has made several commitments to community enhancements on the FEIS Green 
Sheet. We have concerns regarding the timing of implementation of these efforts, the 
enforceability of these commitments and the accountability for maintaining 
improvements over a period of time. 
 
1)Timing of implementation 
 
MDOT has indicated that it anticipates that the DIFT expansion will occur in phases and 
it expects to take ten years to complete the project. We believe that is important for the 
infrastructure improvements such as buffering, paving the yard, repairing viaducts and air 
quality mitigations to be put in place during the initial phase of implementation. The 
community cannot wait for ten years to address these issues. 
 
2)Railroad responsibilities/Project Development Agreements 
 
The FEIS indicates that the railroads will be encouraged to implement several activities 
to reduce diesel emissions from locomotives and other equipment in the yard. Rather than 
being encouraged these activities should be required and outlined in the project 
development agreements with each railroad.  
 
3)Responsibility for maintenance of Project Improvements 
 
The FEIS states that the City of Detroit will be responsible for maintaining the green 
buffer that MDOT plans to construct around the yard.(FEIS 7-74) It seems as though the 
railroads or MDOT should assume that responsibility. Also there are plans for several 
viaducts to be improved with funds from this project but the City will be expected to 
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maintain the viaducts. The railroads are benefiting financially from this project and they 
should be responsible for this maintenance function. 
 
4)Community Benefits Agreement 
 
We believe that the best mechanism to ensure that commitments for community 
enhancements and other mitigations are guaranteed would be through a legally-
enforceable community benefits agreement. These agreements have become widely-
accepted across the country for large infrastructure projects.  
 
5)Sustainable Funding for Enhancements 
 
We recommend that a mechanism be established to charge a small fee for each lift that 
can be put into a fund to sustain ongoing maintenance of infrastructure improvements at 
yard such as the buffer and viaducts and also to fund continued air quality mitigation 
efforts like a matching fund for diesel retrofits.  
 
6)Public-Private Governance Structure 
 
The FEIS indicates that there will be a Management Committee that will govern the 
project with representation from MDOT, the railroads, FHWA and one non-voting seat at 
the table for a community representative of the Southwest Detroit/South Dearborn 
community. This level of community representation seems inadequate and we believe it 
should be increased to reflect the level of taxpayer investment being devoted to this 
project.  
 
Conclusion 
 
We commend MDOT for listening to input from the Working Group for Community 
Benefits since the release of the DEIS in 2005, and incorporating some of the 

infrastructure improvements, economic development support 
and air quality mitigations in the Green Sheet of the FEIS. However, additional 
mitigations and enhancements are needed for the host community to truly benefit from 
this project. SDEV looks forward to bringing more community stakeholders and residents 
to the table to work closely with MDOT to ensure adequate benefits for the community 
and mitigations for impacts are guaranteed if the implementation of the DIFT expansion 
moves forward. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Lisa Goldstein 
Executive Director 
















