
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

Telephone: (248) 258- -Mail: ahmina@emeac.org www.emeac.org 

 
 

Friday, January 29, 2010 
 

Dear Mr. Parsons 
 
The East Michigan Environmental Action Council is an organization that prides itself on being 
inclusive of the citizens in which it serves, Detroiters.  This is why we find the lack of outreach 
to Detroit residents who will be most impacted by the Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal 
(DIFT) appalling.  The DIFT Final Environmental Impact Study public comment process was 
not inclusive of the community, as there was no outreach in Arabic or Spanish and the 
communities located closest to DIFT predominantly speak these languages.  Additionally, the 
DIFT expansion will cause an increase in truck traffic, which will have major environmental and 
health implications.  These trucks will emit diesel pollution, which is known to contribute to 
asthma, cancer, and heart disease.   
 

-
the fair, non-discriminatory treatment and meaningful involvement of Michigan residents 
regarding the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies by this state.  The final DIFT Environmental Impact Study fails to 

residents.   
 
As such, we believe that Detroit Intermodal Freight Terminal process should not move forward 
until there is true inclusion of the community in commenting on the Final Environmental Impact 
Study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ahmina Maxey 
Associate Director 
East Michigan Environmental Action Council 
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