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Abstract

Segregation in asphalt concrete pavements is a construction-related problem that has been of concern
for many years. However, no quantitative methods to assess segregation are found in any standard
specifications. This report shows the progress of a research project to develop an expedient test for
segregation. Nuclear density measurements were evaluated as possible indicators of segregation. Two
spreadsheet-based programs, MBITSEG] and MBITSEG2, were developed to perform statistical tests
to access the presence of segregation based on differences in density measurements. With this
approach, the presence of segregation can be expediently detected and the paving operation can be
adjusted. To verify and calibrate the expedient test, seven test sites were selected exhibiting various
types and degrees of segregation. Nuclear density measurements, laboratory density measurements
and aggregate gradation tests were made at these sites and statistical patterns were analyzed using the
programs. Results indicated that the observed trends for air-dry laboratory density and the percent
passing No.4 and No.8 sieves are generally similar to those for nuclear measured density. Regression
analyses show that nuclear-measured density values are not strongly correlated to lab values, but one-

minute nuclear density measurements correlate most closely with air-dry lab density measurements
for the surface course.

Key Words : segregation, nuclear density, asphalt pavements, statistical methods,

quality control, bituminous mixtures
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