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Freight Data Sources



Origin & Destination 
Studies

2003 - 2009



• Who

• What

• Where

• When

• Why

• How
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Origin and Destination Studies





Commercial Truck Origin and 
Destination Studies

Freight Movement

• Expansion

• Commodities

• O&D Cities

• Maps

• Report



Future Studies

• Ambassador Bridge

• High Volume O&D’s

• Revisit Locations 

• Others



Other Studies

Canadian National Roadside 
Survey (NRS)

• 1999
• 2007 (?)



Transearch

IHS Global Insight



What is Transearch?

• Commodity Flow Movements 

• Multimodal

• Tons & Trucks

• Sources



• 2000, 2003, 
2006

• Michigan to/from 
Other States

• Michigan 
Internal Trips

• Through Trips

MDOT Data



•Agriculture

•Forest Products

•Empty Trucks

Data Supplements



• Disaggregated to the TAZ Level

• Petroleum movements depicted from 
secondary traffic

• Added Municipal Waste Movements

• 5-Year Forecasts

• Implemented MDOT Port Data

2006 Data Additions



Transearch Rail

• Tons

• Number of Cars

• Intermodal

• Routing

Transearch Rail Value



TRUCK FLOWS



TRUCK FLOWS



RAIL FLOWS



RAIL FLOWS



•Statewide Totals

•Supplement Commodities

•Values

•Forecasts

Transearch Pros



•Change in Transportation 
Equipment

•Non-Metallic Mineral

• Timely Corrections

•TAZ Disaggregation

Transearch Cons



• Continue to Work With 
Global Insight on Changes

• Future Purchases – 2011?

Transearch



• Water
– ACOE, MDOT

• Rail
– STB Waybill

• AIR
- MDOT Aeronautics

Other Data



Other Data

• MI Transportation Plan
– Freight Technical Report

• MDOT Data Collection 
Section
– Counts 
– Classifications
– WIM Data
– Contact

• Larry Whiteside
• WhitesideL@michigan.gov
• 517-373-2272



Questions?

Jesse Gwilliams
Michigan Department of Transportation
Statewide and Urban Travel Analysis Section
GwilliamsJ@michigan.gov
517-373-9355


