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Thank you for your comments. They are very timely since I was planning to attend the public meeting being held
tonight at Kirkbride Hall at the Village at Grand Traverse Commons. I will seek out answers to your questions and
concerns tonight. 1 have also attached the flyer should you or others wish to attend.

/

- Many of us ' were very distressed and shocked when we saw the proposed drawings for the

proposed ‘roundabout’ for the intersection of the Parkway & M-31/37 in Traverse City.

The Elks Lodge and its’ members have been very viable & responsible members of the community since the early
1920’s and have maintained this marvelous building & beautifully landscaped property for many, many years. The
environmental impact of placing a ‘roundabout’ at this intersection would greatly harm the wonderful entrance
into the heart of Traverse City! The large, well established Maple trees, the lovely landscaping, and the gorgeous
Blue Spruce evergreen tree have been an icon which has welcomed visitors to Traverse City for decades. The trees,
already home to many birds, & small animals provide a buffer to the building and public areas & patio for shade,
comfort, and beauty. They also provide a process referred to as ‘photoremediation,” which was mentioned in late
June in the TICKER/Business News. Since the BRA is thinking of planting a multitude of trees, why not leave these
well-established trees where they are?

This proposed ‘roundabout’ would also cut off much of the side lot, which was recently installed with a new city
sidewalk — connecting it to the Bay area. The proposed plan would butt right up next to the already existing patio of
the Elks Lodge, again taking out any shade or beautiful landscaping — & replace it with cement. What kind of an
entrance to Traverse City do you want to portray? Beauty or more cement?

The accessible entrance and circle drive in front of the Elks Lodge # 323 would also be removed, plus all of the
parking for members in the front of the Lodge. Many times, | have assisted elderly members with their entrance in
the front of the Lodge, as their drivers could drive up under the portico & easily drop them off for a lunch or
evening with friends. To loose this accessibility would greatly diminish the lovely atmosphere and accessibility to
the Lodge.

Several of us have worthwhile suggestions for an alternative plan. | do not know when the othertl  : meetings of
MDOT were, but certainly hope they will listen to others who were not able to attend those meetings.

Our ideas:

1. If necessary, make M-31 wider by one more lane — going to the WEST, instead of East into the Elks Lodge
landscaping. The building which is on Bay Street, just south of the Parkway is EMPTY. To what purpose is it sitting
there? The planners could use this land and the Dog Park land to widen the streets, and make a two lane right turn
onto Grandview Parkway, going East, & a two lane turn lane onto Grandview Parkway, going West.

The intersection at the Bay could be moved North a bit to accommodate these lanes.

2. The Dog Park could be moved to an area near the Botanical Gardens — a great space for dogs to run & play! It
could also be equipped with objects; such as concrete tubes, blocks, tent structures, & an obstacle course to jump

through & play on!
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3. Another idea is to move the intersection NORTH & do away with the bathroom at the beach. A lovely bathroom
could be built on either side of the proposed intersection!

| certainly hope you and the others on the Planning Commission will listen to the many citizens who are VERY
concerned about these proposals.
Thank you for your time,

8/19/2015
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