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APPENDIX B

RESOLUTIONS

Park Township Board of Trustees

Three Rivers Area Chamber of Commerce
City of Three Rivers

Village of Schoolcraft

Township of Mottville

Florence Township

Village of White Pigeon

Cadillac Area Chamber of Commerce

St. Joseph County Board of Commissioners

. Lockport Township

. White Pigeon Township

. Flowerfield Township Board

. Constantine Village Council

. St. Joseph County, Michigan State

University Extension

. Village of Constantine

. Constantine Village Council
. Constantine Village Council
. City of Three Rivers

July 14, 2004

July 16, 2004

July 20, 2004
August 4, 2004
August 12, 2004
August 16, 2004
August 19, 2004
August 25, 2004
September 7, 2004
September 13, 2004
March 1, 2005
March 7, 2005
March 21, 2005

March 29, 2005
April 5, 2005

May 7, 2007

May 21, 2007
December 18, 2007




Park Township Board of Trustess
Regular Meeting July 14, 2004
The regular meeting 6f the Park Township Board of Trustees was called to order at 7:30 P.M. with
members Lee Fasseit, Pat Henderson, Richard Ohlin, Cindy Fenwick and Ron Carpenter in attendanoe for the roll

call. No one absent.
The meeting agenda was amended to include a review ofa proposed Water Supply Ordinance and a

discussion regarding Moorepark Cemetery.
Following a review of the June 9 meeting minutes Henderson moved and Fenwick supported a motion to

approve them as presented. Motion carried.
Carpenter moved and Henderson supported a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented by

treasurer Fenwick. Motion carried.
Visitor Stacy Landis inquired about building a house on Lot 32 of Dobrowolski Lane. He indicated there

was an existing pole building only 20 feet from the road.

Nancy Johnson of Parkville inquired if there had been any further progress in obtaining a bid to have
surrounding property surveyed to deternmine property boundaries.

Dickie Roberts of Dobrowolski Lane reported the house near his home that had been a problem for several
years had recently been condemmned by the Health Department and thanked the township board of their help with

the issue.
Assessor Jaime Hutson he was going to reassess all property in the township over the next two years to

make sure assessments were current.

Following a review of the attached resolution regarding US 131, Ohlin moved and Carpenter supported a
motion to adopt the resolution as presented. Motion carried. Resolutlon adopted.

Under old business Supervisor Ohlin reported the house on Dobrowolski lane had been vacated and
condenmed by the Health Department. .

Henderson reported she had received two bids for trash removal at Moorepark Cemetery. One from Herb
Nash for $225 per load removed and one from Jody Norton for $140 per load. Fassett moved and Ohlirsupported
a motion to accept the lower bid and to proceed with the project. Motion carried.

Henderson also reported she had quotes for signage stating cemetery rules ranging from $172 for a 24336
inch sign to $250 for a 3X6 foot size. The issue was tabled for now. It was also noted that we need a written
agreement between the township and Jim Whitehead for the access he has agreed to give the township and for the
fencing the township has agreed to provide him to allow tree removal at the cemetery while maintaining security -

for his livestock.
Following a review of a proposed water ordinance there was consensus to table the issue until the next

regular meeting to allow time for ample review.

Under board reports Carpenter reported the assistant at the EDC office was leaving and the board had
advertised for a replacement. Ohlin reported the intergovernmental group discussed the proposed of the Secretary
of State office to Sturgis. Ohlin also reported the FOIA issue continues at the Fire Department. He also reported
there would be an open house at the fire department July 24,2004,

Henderson reported the Hospital Board was moving ahead with renovation of the front entrance of the
hospital. She also reported they were looking for a new mid wife to replace the one who was moving.

Carpenter pointed out the need to move the August meeting to ancther date as three board members were
‘scheduled to be out of town on the regular meeting night. [t was agreed to meet August 4, 2004 and the clerk was
mstructed to advertise the change. ‘

Following a review of the bills Henderson moved and Fenwick supported a motion to pay them  as

presented Motion carried.
There being no further business to come before the board Fassett moved and Carpenter supported a motion

to adjourn at 8:30 PM. Respectfully submitted by Ron Carpenter, Clerk of Park Township.

Flection Commission Reeting
July 14, 20064
Clerk Carpenter called the Election Commission to order at 9:00 PM with members Richard Ohlin, Cindy
Fenwick and Ron Carpenter in attendance. Ohlin moved and Fenwick supperted a motion to use the list-of election
mspectors provided by Carpenter. Those were Jan Whitehead, Chairperson, Jane Eicholtz, Sandra Famsworth,
Rebecca Myers and Carol Harden.. Motion carried. The meseting was adjourned at 9:07 PM.
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Resslution of the { nsg” Local Unit *@amm
Supporing US-131 as a Limited-Access Freeway
in Kalamazoo and St Joseoh Couniias

WHEREAS the Scheoloraft Area US-131
municipalities have been working since 2002 fo build
US-131 bypass of the Villags of Sc fi imit

| Planning Commitise (SAUPC) and iis member
I sus and to plan for a fulure
freeway; and

- iis member municipalities have besn working sincs ‘19‘34 {o build caasensus and to plan

for the future of US-131 as a limiisd-access fresway throughout St. Jeseph County; and-

i

WHEREAS the St. Josaeph County US-131 Master Plan Committes (US-13 ‘WJC) and

WHEREAS bs‘ih olsale lt‘i"’—‘s believe that the creation of a limited-access freeway\ wwill
iﬁa sconomy, quality of life, and safefy of residents and

WHEREAS the goals of the SAUPC include the furthering of community input regarding
the future of US-131 in southern Kalamazoo County and the proimotion of the nesded
bypass of the Village of Schoolcraft; and

VWHEREAS the goals of the | \-sST MPC Pcinde the promotion of the usage. of the
v current US-131 foolprint’ as much as possible and the construction of frequent

t t
' imﬁze;cnas*éés and éi{;er;}asses to avoid the unnecessary divieéaﬂ- of the impacted
communities; -

S support

%Jv\i THEREFORE, BE IT L we
he ;urswt of the

2

EAN
the goal of the SAUPC and i
reconstruction of US-131 as a & :
freeway af the southern limits of the City of Portage to the Indiana state boundary; an

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we support ih jaiﬁ“’ afforts of the SALIPC and the
_ 1 1 F’*”‘ in forming an aliiance fo increass zre esirability and viabiiity of the US-
131 g:n’a t o the '“v?;&aggan “ep r:merift a‘ff{’sa&zsg;oﬁ tion (MDOT); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOL \j‘:D thawa recognize L%‘?a‘i the SAUPC and the US-131 MPC
will mest both joinily and separately, to promots both the goals of the entire region, and
the mswsd al needs of the municipalities "’d citizens reprasented by sach group; and
BE [T FURTHER RESOLVED that we reguest a% MDOT respect the in amduai nesds
and preferencas of each group and the communities it represents, while recognizing the
collaborative eﬁaﬁm of beth groups in promoting the improvement of US-131 hmughc t

gr
Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we request that MDOT restore to a level of pHGi‘ ty.
the US-131 bypass pr ciectin K aiamama County, and that MDOT maintain and .
-enhance the pricrin as a limited-access fresway in St. Joseph County




WH HEREAS the Schoolcraft Arsa US-13
municipalities have been working since 200
131 bypass of the Vi

WHEREAS the St Josegh County US-131
member municipalities have been working sénce
future of US-131 as a limited-accass fresway i qunou S ’cs:gh Ca ﬂiy; and
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VWHEREAS both commitisas bslieve that the crestion of a limited-access frsaway will have
significant bensfils -to the econamy, quality of life, and safety of residents and iravalers
‘ d )

WHEREAS the goals of the SBAUPC include the furthering of Sommunity input regarding the
future of US-131 in southern Kalamazoo County and the p ' i
the Vi llage of Schooleraft; and

WHEREAS the goals of the US-131 MPC include the promotion of the usage of the current '
t 8

: _ ch as possible and the constructio n of frequent interchanges and
overpassss o avoid the unnecassary division of the impacied communities:
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Chamber of Commerce 1§

goal being the pursuit o c )

terminus of the current fresway st the southsrn limits of the City of Portage to the Indiana

stats boundary; and

BE {T FURTHER RESOLVED that we supnort the ija efforis of the SAUPC and the US-131
%PC m razmng an aiiiancs s increase ihe dssirab iiuy ""u:% viability of the US-131 project o

region, and the
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and citizens represenied by each group; and
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LVED that we request that MBOT rsspect the individu
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the communit ! zing ths
groups in promoting the improvement of US-131 throughout
jes: and
it we request that MDOT restore to a level of priority the US-
umt‘,, and that MDOT maintain and enhance the priority

i
it
way in St Jossph County.
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Resolztion of the City of Three Rivers.
Supporting US-131 as a Limited-Access Freeway
in Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties -

_WHEREAS the Schoolcraft Area US-131 Planning Committee (SAUPC) and iis
member municipalities have been working since 2002 to build consensus and to
plan for a future US-131 bypass of the Village of Schooleraft as a limited-access

:
freeway; and

WHERFAS the St. Joseph County US-131 Master Plan Committee {US-131 MPC)
and its member municipalities have been working since 1904 to build consensus
and to plan for the future of US-131 as a limited-aceess freeway throughout St.
Joseph County; and

WHEREAS both committees believe that the creation of a limited-access freeway
will have significant benefits to the economy, quality of life, and safety of
residents and travelers throughout the region; and

WHEREAS the goals of the SAUPC include the furthering of community input
the future of US-131 footprint as much as possible and the construction

ding |
quent interchanges and overpasses to avoid the unnecessary division of the
impacted communities;

NGW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Three Rivers that we
support the goal of the SAUPC and the US-131 MPC, that goal being the pursuit of
the reconstruction of US-131 as a limited-access freeway from the terminus of the
current freeway at the southern limits of the City of Portage to the Indiana state
boundary; and :

BE IT FURTHER RESGLVED that we support the joint efforts of the SAUPC and
the US-121 MPC in forming an alliance o increase the desirability and viability of
the US-131 project to the Michigan Department of Transportation {(MDOT); and

w2

C will meet both jointly and separately, to promote both the goals of the entire
o

B IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we recogzﬁze that the SAUPC and the US-i31
D
region, and the individual needs of the municipalities and citizens represented by

=

regl
each group; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we request that MDOT respect the individual
needs and preferences of each group and the communities it represents, while
recognizing the collaborative efforts of both groups in promoting the
improvement of US-131 throughout Kalamazoo and St. J oseph Countles; and




Hreeway

BE [T FURTHER RESOLVED '?_h t we request that MDOT Trestoretoa level of
priority the US-131 bypass project in Kalamazoo Coumty, and n;a‘t MDOT
maintain and enhance the p:ior*; ,7 fUS-1312 as a Hmd zeé-a ess freeway in St.

T‘mmaQJ ?(OMIL‘_[S fayo 0

ATTEST:

%TL\ '\3@ N\ qﬁgﬁéﬁn d

Rarbara Redford, City'€lerk

- REVIEWED FOR ADMINISTRATION: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

- .
G-, /L/v/ﬂ?; : /7. y,/f’ :
“Joseph A. Bippts; Cl’ty Manager " J. Padrick O'Malley, ¢ vaVA ttorney
’ . /




Village of Schoolcraft

Resolution Supporting 1IS-131 as a Limited-Access Freeway
in Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties

WHEREAS the Schooleraft Area US-131 Planning Committee (SAUPC) and its member municipalities
have been working since 2002 to build consensus and to plan for a future US-131 bypass of the Village of

Schoolcraft as a limited-access freeway; and

WHEREAS the St. Joseph County US-131 Master Plan Committee (US-131 MPC) and its member
municipalities have been working since 1994 to build consensus and to plan for the future of US-131 as a

limited-access freeway throughout St. Joseph County; and

WHEREAS both committees believe that the creation of a limited-access ﬁ-eéway will have significant
benefits to the economy, quality of life, and safety of residents and travelers throughout the region; and

WHEREAS the goals of the SAUPC include the furthering of community input regarding the future of US-
o County and the promotion of the needed bypass of the Village of Schoolcraft;

131 in southern Kalamazo

and

WHEREAS the goals of the US-131 MPC include the promotion of the usage of the current US-131
footpn’nt as much as possible and the construction of frequent interchanges and overpasses to avofd the

unnecessary division of the impacted communities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Village Council of the Village of Schoolcraft that we
support the goal of the SAUPC and the US-131 MPC, that goal being the pursuit of the reconstruction of
US-131 as a limited-access freeway from the terminus of the current freeway at the southern limits of the

City of Portage to the Indiana state boundary; and

BE IT‘FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Council supports the joint efforts of the SAUPC and the US-
131 MPC in forming an alliance to increase the desirability and viability of the US-131 project to the

" Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Council recognizes that the SAUPC and the US-131 MPC
‘will meet both jointly and separately, to promote both the goals of the entire region, and the individual

needs of the municipalities and citizens represented by each group; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Vﬂlage Council requests that MDOT respect the individual needs
and preferences of each group and the communities it represents, while recognizing the collaborative efforts
of both groups-in promoting the improvement of US-131 throughout Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties;

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the Village Council requests that MDOT restore to a level of priority
the US-131 bypass project in Kalamazoo County, and that MDOT maintain and enhance the priority of US-
131 as a limited-access freeway in St. Joseph County. :



moved, supported by Tmszee /f’f / , to adopt this resolution. The motion

Trustee / f Ai
was approved by a roH call vote of z .
Ayes: {fﬁ

Nays: O

Abstentions: /) 7}

Absences: 34‘

Clerk’s Certificare

I, Sherry L. Gilchrist, Village Clerk of the Village of Schooleraft, do hereby certify that the foregoing

resolution was adopted by the Village Council during regular session of the Council and in accordance with

all provisions of the Open Meetings Act.

"
A

Sher*y L{ Glchrlst Date




RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MOTTVILLE

§UF’@@“ TMMG US 131 AS A LR
N KALAMAZOO AND 8T JOSEPH COLINTIES

WHERFEAS the Schoolcratt Area US 131 ?’a:miﬁg Commission (SAUPC) and its
member thunicipalities have been working sinc 007 to build consensus.and to plan for
a future US 131 bypass of the Village of Sch_ool ait as a limited access freeway; and

WHERKEAS the 5t. Joseph County US 131 Master Plan Committes (US 131 MPC) and

its member municipalities have been working Si*:ca 1954 to build consensus and to plan
for the future of US 131 as a limited access fresway throughout Stt Joseph County; and

WHERKAS both commiitess believe that the creation of a limited access T”Te-sway will
have significant bensfiis to the economy, quality of life, and the safety of residents and

travelers throughout ihe region; and

WHEREAS the goals of the BAUPC include the furthering of community input
regarding the future of US 131 in southern Kalamazoo County and the promotion of the
needed bypass of the Village of Schoolcraft; and -

WHERKAS the g cals of the U5 131 MPC include the promotion of the usage of i

current US 1 : ie and the construction of frequent
interchanges and overpasses to avoid the unnecessary division of the i impacte
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communities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Mottville Township that we s support the
goal of the SAUPC and ihe US 131 MPC, that goal being the pursuit of the ‘

sconsiruction of US 13 a limnited access Lepway irom the terminus of the current
eeway ai the southern L:m* of the City of Poriage to the Indiana state boundary; and

I’i_

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we support the joint efforts of the SAUPC and the
US 131 MPC in forming an alliance to increase the duS]IaLﬂ ity and viability of the US
131 project to the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) ), and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we re: cognize tha‘f the SAUPC and ‘.he U" 131
MPC will meet both joinily and sc“arateiy o promote both the goals of the entire region,
and the szividuai needs of the municipalities and the citizens represented by ﬁch STOoup;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLYED that we request that MDOT respect the individual

needs and preferences of each group and the communities it represents, while ecocr:u 7ing
“the collaborative efforts of both groups in promoting the improvement of US 1

throughout Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties; and '

)
o




uest that MDOT restore 1o a level of priority

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we requ I
the US 131 bypass project in Kalamazoo County , and that MDOT mainiain and snhancs
the priority.of US 131 as a limited access freeway in 5t Joseph County.

Resolution adopted August 12, 2004, at a regular]y scheduled T;owgw,sn.p oard m -tinu

fg;,‘al ”;;_/ leaﬁf/ﬁizr b—/’.in—"i___/J

,\

Brenda Hagen, Supavlu T
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Aungust 25, 2604

Sally Car b“ﬁtﬁﬁ'

St. Joseph County/MSU Extension
6}.2 E _{;.iﬂ ul.les;[

Centerville, MI 45032

f supportrelating to the
construct a Ub 131 Lmtsd Access Fresway in both Kalamazoo and

5t. Joseph conz .*“fGS. The Ladinac Area Chamber of Commerce flly supports the actions

; Sieanld biﬁaﬂ‘_AGCaam Q"“aﬂﬁ

lanm ng a fhre.

2150 18 attamabl

US 13} ‘:»»@a SO OWR SHPETIences i 2 ﬁ:@ i;g;m tancs
of a coalition appr ' -

SCSL;.&E}F! and 1 m tuEn orenis a&i&

Bill Tencza

President _ Executive Directo
Cadﬂlac Area Chamber of Comimerce Cadillac Area Cﬁ&n‘. ber of Commercs

»u,m:% KOS, Br.
Chairman, Cc vernment Aftairs Committes
Cadillac Area Chamber 6f Commerce

Q\‘m.




| RESOLUTION MO. 22-2604
RESOLUTION OF THE ST. JOS SEPH COUNTY BOARD OF cc

SUPPORTING US-131 AS A LIMITED ACCESS FRY;

TN KALAMAZOO AND ST. JOSEPH COUN e

D

C‘ID
E

m
=
S
=
o)
%

WHEREAS, the Schooleraft Arsa US-131 Planhing Committes  (
ng

muni mahues haVu been working since 2002 to.build consensus and to plan for a future US- 131 bypass of the

W% ﬂ}aga Hmiied—acccqs Feeway; and
‘!%*“«iﬂr&b the St ’oseph County US-131 Master Plan Committee (US-131 (J{Pf‘ and its member
and to plan for the future of US-131 as a

municipalities have been working x sip 1894 to build consensus
limited-access freeway throughout St. Joseph County; and
WHEREAS, both committees believe that the creation of a limited-access freeway will have significant
benefits to the f=00'10my, quality of life, and safety of residents and travelers throughout the region; and
WHERREAS, the goals of the SAUPC include the furthering of community input reégarding the future of

131 in southern Xalamazoo Lmﬂy and the promotion of the nesded bynasa of the Village of Schooleratfi;

{

78~
nd

S ]

of the US-131 MPC include the promotion of the usage of the current US-131

WHERFEAS, the goals
interchanges and overpasses tc avoid the

footprint as much as possible and the construction of frequent
unnecessary division of the impacted communities. ,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the St. Joseph County Board of Commissicners thai

we support the goal of the SAUPC and the US-131 MPC, that goal t uemg the pursuit of the reconstruction of
eeway at the southern limits of the City

+

US-131 as a limited-access freeway from the terminus of the current e

of Portage to the Indiana state boundary; and :
K BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED, that we support the joint efforts of the SAUPC and the US-131 MPC

in forming an alliancs to increase the desirability and viability of the US-131 project io the Michigan

‘epartment of Transportation (MDUT); and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we recogniz
both jointly and separneiy, to promote both the goals of
municipalities and citizens represented by each group; and
BE IT 3 UR;‘LHEQ RESOLVED, ,nat we request that MDOT respect the individual needs and
t represents, while ::c:ug‘mm* the collaborative efforts of both

t. Joseph Counties; and

ze that the SAUPC and the UUS-131 MPC will meet
t‘1 entire region, and the individual needs of the

preferences of each group and the communities i
groups in premeting the improvement of US-131 throughout Xalamazoo and 3

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we request that MDOT restore to a level of priority the US-131
bypass project in Kalamazoo County, and that MDOT maintain and enhance the priority of US-131 as a limited-

access freeway in 5t. joseph County.

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) 85
COUNTY OF ST. JOSEPH )
I PATTE S. BENDER, Clerk of the St. Joseph County Board of Commissioners and Clerk of the

County of St. J

eph, do hereby certify that the above Resolution was duly adopted by the said Board on
September 7, ZOOJr

ave he sunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said County and

: IN TESTIMONY WHEREQF, I hav
- Court at Centreville, Michigan, this 13th day of er 2 /O;% /, /
i . 7 A /' /

; y
Lt Bt
Pattis S. BRender, Clerk
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YWHEREAS the Schoolcraft Area US-131 Planning Committes (SAUPC) a its member
been working since 2002 to build consensus and to plan for ufure US-131

municipalities have
praSD of the \/ Hage of Sc hoolcratt as a limited- -access freeway; and

WHEREAS the bt Joseph County US-131 Master Plan Committes (US-131 MPC) and its
member municipalities have been working since 1994 to build consensus and to plan for the
future of US-131 as a limited access freeway throughout St. Joseph County; and

WHEREAS both committees believe tha‘ the L,r“ation of a limited-access freeway will have
signiiicant benefits to the cconomy quality of life, and safety of residenis and travelers

throughout the reglon and

WHEREAS the goals of the SAUPC include the furthering of community inpui regarding
future of US-131 in scuthern Kalamazoo County and the promoticn of the neaded bypass of
Village of Schoolcraft; and

rotn e

o i
[HEN©]

WHEREAS the goals of the US-131 MPC include the promotion of the usage of the current US-

13t foolprint as much as possible and the construction of frequent interchanges and
Overpasses to avoid the unnecessary division of the impacted communities; _

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by \J‘“ﬁ&ﬁmw éﬁ/bupoomhc goal
of the SAUPC d the US-131 MPC, that goal being the pursuit of the reconstruction of US-131
as a limited-accass freeway from the terminus of the current freeway at the scuthem limits of
the City of Portage o the Indiana state boundary; and ‘

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we support the joint efforts of the SAUPC and the US-131
MPC in forming an ailiance to increase the desi““bil"y and viability of the US-131 project to the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT); and

BE IT FURTHER RESDLVED that we recognize that the SAUPC and the US-131 MPC will
meet both jeintly and separately, to promote both the goals of the entire region, and the
individual needs of the municipalities and citizens represented by each group; and

pect thc individual needs and

references of each graup and the communities it repre erts, while: recognizing the
of both groups in prometing the improvement of US-131 throughout

iority the LS-

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we request that MDOT restore 1o a level of
1 the Dnorry of

131 bypass project in Kalamazoo County, and that MDOT maintain and enhan
the US-131-as a limitegfacccs s freeway in, St. Joscoh County.

Dr
i

ca
ce

I o @ . Q/“‘—”/f"i'—‘j_ /\/‘1,‘9—‘4\—/ &iiirv
[ ’ &) ) 1 12) {]
Resolution ado ptad, aves, nay Sete st 77"/’&?‘
Resclution adopted 3—/-935 , at a reguilarly scheduled township board meeting.
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RESOLUTION OF THE CONSTANTINE VILLAGE COUNCIL
‘ WAY IN KALAMAZCO AND ST. JOSEPH COUNTY

Whezeas, the Schoolcraft Area US 131 Planning Commission (SAUPC) and its member mumici malities have been
woiling since 2002 to.build a consensus and to plan for a future US 131 bypass of the Village of Schoolcraft as a
limited-access freeway, and

Whereas, the St Joseph County US 131 Master Plan Comumiitee (US 131 MPC) and its member municipalities have
been working since 1994 to build 2 consensus and 10 1 plan for the future of US 131 as a limnited access freeway

throughout St. joseph Coumniy, and

Whereas, both commitiess believe that the creation of a lmited-accass fresway xy will have szgm_cmi benefits 16 the
economy, quality of life, and safety of residents :mfi travelers LJGLghoLt the regicn, and ’

Whereas, the goals of the SAUPC include the farthering of community input regarding the future of US 1
southern Kalamazoo County and the promotion of the nesded ¥ bymass of the Village of Schoolcraft, and

Whereas, the goals of the US 131 MPC include the promotion of the usage of the current US 131 footprint as much
as DCbu;ble and the construction -”ft equent interchanges and overpasses 1o avoid the vnnecessary division of the
impacted communities, and :

Whereas the Village of Constantine has the responsibility 1o participate in the economic vitality of ths area,

NGW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Constantine Village Council that we stpport the goal of the

SAU?‘” and the US 131 MPC, that goal being the pursuit of the CO}L,LLJC”GD. of US 131 as a imited-access fresway

from the terminus of the current fresway at the southern limits of the City of Porfage to tHe Indiana state houndary,

and
Be It Further Resolved that we support the joint 5 of the SAUPC and the US 131 MPC in forming an afliance
ofthe T

effort
io increass the desirability and viability e US 13 pr Gject 1o the Michigan Department of Transportation

QMIDOT), and

Further Resclved that we r;cs@ize ihat the SAUPC and the US 131 MPC will meet both jointly and

separately, 1o promote both the goals of the exntire region, and the individual needs of the mnmicipalities and cifizens

represented by each group, and

_n., It

Be It Further Resolved that we request that MDOT respect the individual needs and preferences of each group and
the commumities i represents, while recognizing the collaborative efforts of both groups in promoting the
improvement of US 131 ThJ.OU.,JJ.C it Kalamazoo and St. Joseph Counties, and

Be It Further Resolved the we request that MDOT restore 1o a level of priority the US 131 bypass project in
Kalamazoo County, and that MDOT maintain and enhance the prionly of the US 131 as a HEmited-access highway in
St. Joseph County, and

Be It Further Resolved that the existing US 131 be designated as a business route in the Village of Constantine and .
the bridge over the St. Joseph River be the Hnancial responsibility of the State of Michigan.

Resplution AdopTed with Roll Call Vote of Weis, Moyer, Nelsox, Prew 1, Witek Ayes; Chiddister, Mathers Nayes

Resolution adopted March 21, 2003.

s Lonstanting Village Council on March 21, 2005 and is subject to
g Mintes. :

Don” Peaverq
Constantine Village Manao‘;;




ST.JOSEPH CGU‘JTY
‘VHCI—E'L; AN STATE UNIVE QS& TY EXTENSION

U.5. Department of Agriculture Ag (269) 467-5511
. . 2H (2 550

and Counties Cooperating L, FH{269)467-5521

Home Ec (269) 467-5522

Courthouse Annex IT Resource Recovery (269) 467-5540

612 E. Main Street Building Strong Families (259) 467-5635

Centreville, MI 49032 FAX (269) 467-5641

_ TT (269) 467-5501

Michigan Department of Transportation
US 131 Public Hearing March 29, 2005 v :
Three Rivers, Michigan

Enclosed you will find Resolutions from the following units of Government in St. Joseph County and
Kalamazoo County supporting US 131 Limited-Access Fresway from the Indiana State Line to the
southern limit of the city of Portage. This area includes the MDOT US-131 Improvement Study

area.
Village of Constantine, Florence Township, Flowerfield Township, Lockport Township, Mottville
Township, Park Township, City of Three Rivers, Three Rivers Area Chamber of CommercexSt.

Joseph County Board of Commissicners, Village of White Pigeon, White Pigeon Township, Village
of Schoolcraft and a letter of support from the Cadillac Area Chamber of Commerce.

The St. Joseph County US-131 Master Plan Committee will retain a copy of each resolution listed
above.

St. Joseph County US-131 Master Plan Committee requests that the resolutions attached are

The St
part of the racord tor the March 29, 2005 public hearing.
Sincerely,

7 P

B 7 77 /
v

Sally J. Carpenter

Facilitator

- MSU Extension
612 E. Main Street
Centreville, Ml 48032

SJC/
Attachments: l\usolulons

Tutammionm Caminm cmemmemmen omm e b edn om0



115 White Pigeon Sireet
CONSTANTINE, MI

. 48042-1098
Phone 269-435-2085

H-mail: villageofconstantine@voyager.net

A Friendly Community on the Banks of

the Histortc St. Joseph River

April 5, 2005

Bob Parsons

Public Hearings Gfficer

Michigan Department of Transportation
425 W. Cttawa St., P.G. Box 30050
Lansing, MI. 48909

RE: US 131 Improvement Study
Dear Mr. Parsons:

The Village of Constantine supports the continued goal of constructing a limited access
highway from the City of Portage to the Indiana state boundary. Please find attached a
copy of the resolution as adopted by the Village Council.

With the Village having a strong commitment to being a participant in the economic -
development of southwest Michigan, the existing US 131 route is requested to be
designated a business route, be it either a spur or loop. A business route will: 1)
Guarantee proper road maintenance to meet the impact of ‘over the road” truck traffic
whose destination is Constantine. The manufacturing segment of cur community, whose
economic influences are felt throughout the entire region, has voiced the necessity for
continued reliable access for their raw material and product delivery transportation needs.
2) Help promote the historically designated downtown to destination and Iocal traffic by
having an identified route number. 3). Assist in guaranteeing proper financial support
and infrastructure care for the bridge over the St. Joseph River, by maintaining
classification within federal and state road programs. Even after a freeway is built, the
structure will remain a vital link in the region’s surface transportation system. ‘

. The Village encourages MDOT to select the freeway alternative that best provides access
1o a business route through Constantine.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Sif{@\j\ra

Don Beavers
Village Manager
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MEMORANDUM OF US-131 BYPASS MOTION

To:  Constantine Vitlage Council
From; Gary Mathers

Date: May 7, 2007

Mcation:

I make a mation that the Constantine Village Council votes NO when asked to show support for any of
the existing US-131 bypass options, including PA-5, currently being offered by Michlgan Department of
Transportation. Furthermore, if this motion fs passed and since the Council Is not voting agalnst the
cancept of a bypass with this motion, the Council representative is requested to present or read this
motion, including the comments below, in its entirety at the May 3@, 2007 MDOT hearing. The Village
Clerk is also requested to forward copies of this memorandum and motion ta Senator Cameron Brown,
Representative Rick Shaffer, and the Director of Michigan Department of Transportation,

Observations:

o Excessive vehicular traffic, primarily truck traffic, goes through Constantine almost every day.
This traffic currently pases a safety hazard to pedestrians, including school-age children,
attempting to cross US-131. Additionally, this traffic has, In part, contributed to the
deteriaration of the historic buildings within the community.

A US-131 bypass of Constantine would alleviate vehicle congestion within the community. A
limited-access 4-lane expressway, including a bypass of Constantine, was proposed as an
upgrade to the existing 131. This proposal, with more lanes and higher speed lImits, also had
the potential to attract economic development from the IN/MI state line to points north within
the State of Michigan.

A great deal of support and lobbying for the road improvement came from our elected state
officials, Senator Cameron Brown and Representative Rick Shaffer. The Village Council is
appreciative of their efforts and continued backing after the road improvement was temporarily
killed,

The highway plans for US-131 have since beern reopened but downgraded so that now the
change includes only a limited assess 2-lane bypass around Constantine. While some may see a
2-lane bypass as good for Constantine, the Village Council does not agree with the premlse that

samething is better than nothing.

Concerns:

The limited access 2-lane bypass has all of the problems assoclated with a 4-lane bypass but
brings none of the advantages of a larger highway such as potential for economic development.

1\
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The large number of cul-de-sacs being proposed ~ A response time hazard is being created.
With limited access, emargency services (ambulance, fire, police) will have slower response
times, This says nothing of the incanvenience for the residents. Of interest, many municlpalities
horth of Constantine have very little restricted access to 131 with many crossroads, traffic lights,
stop signs, and railroad crossings. »
Added expense to village residents — Under current plans, there is no pravision for the state to
provide continued maintenance of the bridge leading into the village or the existing 131 road.
This could be a very large burden to the residents. If the state continues ta suffer economically
and reduces revenue sharing to the village, this burden becomes even greater. Our citizens
shouid not have to pay higher taxes for the bridge and highway belng vacated.

Village Isolation — The proposed bypass and limited access effactively isolates Constantine.
Untll we create a reason for travelers to visit our town, few people will exit and come through
our village, This Is bad far our current service industries including gas stations and restaurants.
One business owner at the public meeting stated that % of her business is from out of town.
Opposite side of village from our Industrial park ~ The proposed bypass is on the west side of
Constantine, the exact opposite side from our industrial base. Trucks will still have to go
through or around Constantine ta reach our Industry. This has the inherent disadvantages of
delivery time delays, safety issues far school children and other pedestrians, and wear and tear
on village roads not necessarily built for the volume and weight of truck traffic.

Later expansion of highway not considerad — MDOT has stated that it will not be possible to
add to the 2-lane bypass at a later date, thus converting It Into the more desirable, divided 4-
lane road. The corridor anticipated to be purchased for the 2-lanes is not wlide enough to
permit later expansion to a divided 4-lane road. What we get now is what we will have in the
future.

Insignificance of bypass to state — Much of the support for the bypass [s apparently coming
from polnts north. (tis felt that a bypass of Constantine opens up the possibility for economic
development. While this may be the case with a high speed expressway, a simple 2-lane bypass
does not appear to offer this advantage. The length of the bypass is relatively small in
comparison to the overall length of US-131. Two lanes will not offer increased speed limits nor
reduce traffic congastion. With limited access and without the fower speeds within our village,
we agrae that traffic will move alittle faster. However, the mere minutes being saved by traffic
do not seem to be a significant enough advantage for northern business to watrant the other
problems for our residents that are associated with only 2 lanes.

Apparent reduction in farm land — As the corn seed capital of the world and with a great deal of
our local Industry farm-related, any reduction in acres dedicatad to farmland is a concern to
Constantine, This needs to be addressed in any future enviranmental study.

Fluctuation In property values — While this is currently hard to measure or to project, it is
reasanable that some township residents will experience lower property values as a result of the
proposed hypass while other property owners will experience a windfall.

Other means to reduce truck traffic — There have been other solutions offered ta get trucks out
of Constantine. This list includes using existing roads such as Routes 60, 40, and the CR 17

|"L
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extension near Elkhart to re-route truck traffic. A truck bypass of Constantine has been praposed by
a Ball State University study group. There has been suggestion that a weigh station between White
Pigeon and Constantine could reduce truck traffic.

This list of concerns s presented to explain why some Village Councit members do not support the
bypass as currently proposed. It is true that some people at the open meeting expressed their
deslre that the bypass be built as proposed. However, It was noticeable that several of these people
preferred a 4-lane bypass but were willing to accept the 2-lane offering as “better than nothing”.
The Constantine Township Supervisor stated that a 4-lane highway is needed to expand business
and that the number of proposed cul-de-sacs is disappointing. A president of a business located in
the village industrial park preferred an east-side bypass but said the current plan is a start. Another
citizen sald that we need a limited-access freeway but the current plan is better than doing nothing.

Itis our opinion that doing something is not necessarily better than doing nothing. It is our opinion
that accepting this proposal will not be a “start” but rather an “end result”. There will not be
enough land to eventually have the 4-lane divided expressway. With the proposed 2-lane bypass,
the village is belng asked to accept many of the disadvantages of a bypass but without any of the
positives that are associated with a 4-lane expressway including faster travel and other economic
benefits. In order to make a two-lane bypass more palatable for our village, we propose the

following adjustments to the existing proposal:

Adjustmants:

1. Declare the existing US-131 into and through Constantine to be Business Route 131 without the
proposed cul-de-sacs. Itls our impression that by so designating BR-131, the bridge and current
road through town will still be malntained by the State of Michigan. Na new local taxes will be
incurred by our resldents.

2. Construct a new road designed to handle the valume and welght of truck traffic from the bypass
to our Industrial park on the east side of town. The road should be planned with speed of

delivery and safety uppermost in mind.
3. The 2-lane bypass should have fewer cul-de-sacs and not be a limited access road, Optionally,

overpasses could replace cul-de-sacs. All citizens, village and township, need the avallabllity to

emergency services as quickly as possible.
4. There needs ta be more detailed discussian of the at-grade Intersections on the propased

bypass as they pertain to safety {ssues,
5. Purchase sufficlent right-of-way so that the road can eventually be expanded Into a 4-lane

divided highway as traffic dictates,

Thank you.
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RESOLUTION

We,. The Duly Elected Members of the Constantine Village Council, offer this Resolution
in order to summanze our recent position on the proposed US 131 by-pass.

The Constantine Village Council wishes to go on record as supporting the Proposed US
131 by-pass around the Village of Constantine, with, and only with, the following

improvements:

1. Declare the existing US 131 into and through Constantine, to be Business Route US
131, without the proposed cul de sacs on the North and South ends of the existing

roadway.

2. That the State of Michigan agrees that the exlstmg US 131 into and through
Constantine, as well as the existing bridge crossing the St. J oseph River, remains the
property of the State of Michigan, and therefore continues maintenance to both the road

and the bridge.

3. That the State of Michigan construct a road, suitable for heavy truck traffic, from the
proposed by pass to and from the manufacturing area on the east side of the Village, with
Regard to pedestrian safety concerns within the Village and minimal routing through the

Village’s residential sector.

4. That the State of Michigan purchase enough right of way property to eventually
construct a 4 lane divided expressway.

5. That any of the at-grade intersections with this by pass include adequate safety
provisions that will be acceptable to the Village.

6. That the State review all proposed road closures and cul de sac’s with the Village
Counil for our input.

17



Resolution %907

City of Three Rivers, Michigan

Resolution to Michigan Department of Transportation regarding US-131
Improvements as Outlines in the May 1, 2007 Five-year Plan.

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has spent in
excess of four million dollars studying and plannmg US-131 improvements; and

WHEREAS, Improvements were proposed to extend north to Wilbur Road; and

WHEREAS the City of Three Rivers and Township of Fabius did both pass
resolutions requesting that the 1mprovements be made at the same footprint as in

proposed PA-5; and

WHEREAS, most recent discussions between Fabius Township, Three Rivers
City, and MDOT included the rebuild of the US-131 / M-60 intersection.

- WHEREAS, the Five-year Plan now under consideration does not show any
improvements between the two municipalities.

NOW THEREFORE,VBE IT RESOLVED, by the Three Rivers City Commission
and the Fabius Township Board do jointly request that the Five-year Plan include
the extension of the improvements northward to the original planning limits at

Wilbur Road.

This Resolution was approved and adopted this 18th day of _Decemher ;
2007.

Ny
Allend. Balog/ Mayor

ATTEST:

Aindpnos Howen
Lindsay Howé, City Clerk

APPROVED FOR ADMINISTRATION: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

e M )

foseph{(. ’Bippus, City/Manager J/Patrick O’Malley, City Attorne




