
US-31/M-37 (Division Street)
Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL)

OVERVIEW
1. What is the purpose of this meeting?

 The project team has developed potential improvements and conceptual design alternatives 
for the corridor and associated intersections which are being presented here for review and 
comment. All attendees have the opportunity to submit written comments and ideas in writing 
or speak with members of the project team on the proposed concepts.

2. What information/data is available to review? 

 Over the course of the project, background data and project information has been gathered and 
used to assist in the development of the conceptual alternatives. This information/data includes:

  • Purpose and Need statement • constraints mapping
  • traffi  c and crash data • alternatives and comparison evaluation
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
1. Historic Resources

 Historic properties (houses, buildings), neighborhoods, and districts are protected resources 
under the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 4(f ) of the Department of Transportation 
Act and require special consideration when considering potential project impacts.  

 Why is this signifi cant?

 Division Street travels through three historic neighborhoods with numerous historic buildings 
and structures immediately adjacent to Division Street. In order to comply with the applicable 
historic preservation laws, impacts to these districts and properties need to be:

  • avoided if at all possible
  • minimized to the greatest extent possible if, after extensive analysis, impacts cannot be

  completely avoided

 What historic exhibits are in the room to review?

 The constraints map and alternative exhibits show the historic resources along the corridor and 
illustrate any potential impact to the resource.

2. Natural Resources

 Natural resources are located throughout the project corridor. These include parks, wetlands, 
trees, and Kids Creek. All of these resources were taken into consideration when evaluating the 
alternatives impacts.

This data is on display around the room for your review and available on the project website:
Http://www.michigan.gov/mdot  -> Projects and Programs -> Studies -> Planning and Environmental 

Linkages -> US-31/M-37 Division Street PEL Process
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INTERSECTION DESIGN ALTERNATIVES

1. How were the alternatives developed?

 The project team used the known constraints (parks, residents, businesses, and historic 
resources), crash analysis, traffi  c data, prior studies and plans information, the Purpose and Need 
Statement, along with comments received from the Local Advisory Committee and the public 
to guide the development of the alternatives shown on the exhibits. Draft alternatives were 
reviewed by the Administrative team and then provided to the Local Advisory Committee for 
their review and comment. The refi ned design alternatives are presented here.

2. What is shown on the alternatives exhibits

 There are fi ve alternative boards/exhibits, one for each major intersection along the Division 
Street corridor. Each board presents two or three diff erent alternative solutions for that specifi c 
intersection, depending on location. In addition, each exhibit includes an evaluation table to 
help compare the alternatives from a goals and impacts point of view.

3. What do we want from you?

 Please take your time reviewing the alternative exhibits, ask questions, and give us feedback
as you review the information

BOULEVARD DESIGN ALTERNATIVES

1. Why was the boulevard alternative developed?

 Providing a boulevard/median along Division Street (where indicated on the exhibit) will 
improve safety by preventing left turns between traffi  c signals and maintaining a consistent 
traffi  c fl ow. The eleven foot median portion could provide the opportunity for low level 
landscaping and storm water treatment. Prior Division Street studies also recommended a 
boulevard along Division Street to address many of the problems along the corridor.

2. What is shown on the boulevard exhibit?

 In the center of the room is a large aerial plot that shows the potential boulevard/median 
locations between the major intersections. For the stretch of road south of 7th Street, the 
proposed boulevard would be eleven feet wide, while north of 7th Street the median would
only be six feet wide due to the limited right-of-way space.

3. What do we want from you?

 Please take your time reviewing the boulevard option, ask questions, and give us feedback as 
you review the information.
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