US 31 M-37 Division Street PEL Public Comments August 2015

1. S.Spruce Street
Okay with roundabout at 14t and if doable, one at Grandview Parkway.

2. Rose Street
No roundabouts at all, especially at 14t St. Do not like driving them. Uses the 14t St. area a lot.
Does not like the small circle on Webster St. Do an in-depth study on making the intersection
better without a roundabout.

3. Sixth Street
My comment would be that some form of "hard" median should be considered, even ititis only a
raised concrete divider. Sixth Street is a preferred cut thru for hospital traffic and a number of
accidents and near misses at that intersection (Sixth and Division) are caused by drivers attempting
to cross Division during peak traffic times to avoid the intersections with stoplights.

4. After attending last night's presentation | have several concerns about the proposal. The number
one overriding issue is one of public safety. | don't feel that the proposal addresses in any way the
issue of pedestrian or bicycle crossing at Grandview Parkway. The presenter, Todd, claimed that
"no one can hit you if you are in a walkway." As we know, that is an absurdity. The proposal does
not call for any traffic stoppage at that intersection. To imagine crossing with my grandchild is
frightening. (Do | tell them - get ready, set, run?) As a bicyclist | know the intersection is a problem
but this is not the solution. It will endanger anyone attempting to cross. Out of towners rent bikes
in town in droves and head out in that direction to access the TART. | live west of Division and walk
into town often in the evening for events. | do not look forward to dodging cars. Please reconsider
at least this portion of the plan. The roundabout at 14th Street does not have the large number of
bike and pedestrians crossing (at this time). It seems that it would indeed calm traffic, something
we would all be glad to see.
| was also glad to seeing turning lanes proposed on Division. Once again, though, no mention of
sidewalks on Division and increasing/encouraging foot traffic.

5. After attending the public hearing on the proposed changes to Division from 14th Street to
Grandview, | wish to register my concerns. | live on Madison Street and frequently bicycle or walk
into town along the TART. The proposed roundabout at Division and Grandview appears to
increase the risk of injury to non-motorized users. Painted cross walks are not always respected, as
we see at ElImwood crossing. Pedestrians must have a way to stop traffic in order to safely
cross. Families from our neighborhood walk to many beaches and attractions of our city and
should be able to be safe doing so.

6. |read with concern about MDOT leaning in favor of a round about at the Division/ Boulevard
intersection. Aside from whether or not | am in favor of a round about | see the issues are not just
that intersection. Why is traffic backed up from Tom’s West Bay to Division or from Cherry bend to
M72 in the summer? Because M22 along the bay is a disaster. It should have been four lane to
start. The west shoulder (bike path) is a joke. Plows can’t keep it clear in the winter and mail
delivery is near impossible. A round about will have no improvement for traffic flow going north on
division or west on the boulevard. There is absolutely no consideration given to these roads for the
future which could easily see a 50% increase in traffic in 20 years. The more populated Leelanau
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becomes the bigger the problem. The easiest solution for a few years would be to add a right turn
lane on division going north with two dedicated left turn lanes and either a pedestrian bridge or
tunnel. Forget the love affair with roundabouts. In my opinion the voters of TC should be asked to
decide. Not planners from Florida or Lansing.

Red Oaks Drive

Many of us at the Elks Lodge # 323 were very distressed and shocked when we saw the proposed

drawings for the proposed ‘roundabout’ for the intersection of the Parkway & M-31/37 in Traverse

City. The Elks Lodge and its” members have been very viable & responsible members of the

community since the early 1920’s and have maintained this marvelous building & beautifully

landscaped property for many, many years. The environmental impact of placing a ‘roundabout’ at
this intersection would greatly harm the wonderful entrance into the heart of Traverse City! The
large, well established Maple trees, the lovely landscaping, and the gorgeous Blue Spruce
evergreen tree have been an icon which has welcomed visitors to Traverse City for decades. The
trees, already home to many birds, & small animals provide a buffer to the building and public
areas & patio for shade, comfort, and beauty. They also provide a process referred to as

‘photoremediation,” which was mentioned in late June in the TICKER/Business News. Since the BRA

is thinking of planting a multitude of trees, why not leave these well-established trees where they

are? This proposed ‘roundabout’ would also cut off much of the side lot, which was recently
installed with a new city sidewalk — connecting it to the Bay area. The proposed plan would butt
right up next to the already existing patio of the Elks Lodge, again taking out any shade or beautiful
landscaping — & replace it with cement. What kind of an entrance to Traverse City do you want to
portray? Beauty or more cement? The accessible entrance and circle drive in front of the Elks

Lodge # 323 would also be removed, plus all of the parking for members in the front of the

Lodge. Many times, | have assisted elderly members with their entrance in the front of the Lodge,

as their drivers could drive up under the portico & easily drop them off for a lunch or evening with

friends. To loose this accessibility would greatly diminish the lovely atmosphere and accessibility to
the Lodge. Several of us have worthwhile suggestions for an alternative plan. | do not know when
the other three meetings of MDOT were, but certainly hope they will listen to others who were not
able to attend those meetings.

Our ideas:

1. If necessary, make M-31 wider by one more lane — going to the WEST, instead of East into the
Elks Lodge landscaping. The building which is on Bay Street, just south of the Parkway is
EMPTY. To what purpose is it sitting there? The planners could use this land and the Dog Park
land to widen the streets, and make a two lane right turn onto Grandview Parkway, going East,
& a two lane turn lane onto Grandview Parkway, going West.

2. The intersection at the Bay could be moved North a bit to accommodate these lanes.

3. The Dog Park could be moved to an area near the Botanical Gardens — a great space for dogs to
run & play! It could also be equipped with objects; such as concrete tubes, blocks, tent
structures, & an obstacle course to jump through & play on!

4. Anotheridea is to move the intersection NORTH & do away with the bathroom at the beach. A
lovely bathroom could be built on either side of the proposed intersection!

| certainly hope you and the others on the Planning Commission will listen to the many citizens who

are VERY concerned about these proposals.

roundabouts do not belong in tourist towns.
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| very much appreciate MDOTSs presentation on August 18 in the Kirkbride Auditorium in Traverse
City. | listened to the 6 o'clock talk that was clear and complete. We all were benefited by extensive
displays, maps, and MDOT staff there to discuss questions. | don't think these changes can be made
quick to satisfy me. Every day that goes by without another injury or a fatality in this stretch of
Division Street is a blessing to you, me, and everyone in the Traverse City area. In the last 7 years |
was the physician for two of the bicycle automobile accidents that occurred in that stretch. One
was a man who bruised his left hip and had his bicycle damaged by a non-observant driver on
northbound Division turning left onto the Parkway. The second was a lady biking in the rain and
going south on the east side of Division to continue on crossing 14th Street. She was knocked off
her bike by a non-observant elderly lady driving the rainy Friday night busy 5 o'clock traffic. That
bicyclist suffered a difficult to heal T-12 spinal fracture that pained and totally disabled her for 3
years. Neither cyclist was wearing high visibility reflective clothing which might have helped, but
better designs are long overdue as our town’s continued growth marches on. | feel the people and
the traffic flow would be benefited by installing both traffic circles simultaneously. There will be
moaning from some and the inevitable learning curve for all of us. But | predict in the end MDOT
will receive even more “kudos from the locals” than they recently received for their east side US 31
upgrade! Thank you very much for the work you do to make both these roadways more bikable and
walkable too.

I'm a big fan of the Roundabouts at 14th St. and at the Bay. These will change the character of the
corridor and greatly improve the flow of traffic while calming the drivers down. Currently, the
speed change from 40mph to 30 mph midway in the corridor is very disruptive, because the
vehicles are still driving like it is the strip mall scene of the township. We are a neighborhood and a
park and the speed needs to be reduced to 30 mph when the Roundabout at 14th goes in. Such a
change in approach will allow for a distinct change in the speed to a city residential area. Also, the
11th St intersection should limit/eliminate traffic across Division to/from the Commons. If it is not,
then 11th will just become a new 14th street and will divide the Central Neighborhood. When the
other studies were done, we were told that the two lots that the city took over on the NW corner
of the 11th St intersection were available for use in changes, including a Roundabout. | think
MDOT needs to look at shifting the intersection to the NW of the current location and make it a
Roundabout. This would offset the intersection and help calm more traffic while keeping the flow
smooth and improve access in and out of the Commons and hospital campuses. Perhaps, some of
the east side of the road could be made into green space and park that would help shorten the
sightline for vehicles and slow drivers down?

| have been unable to attend the public meetings, however, | have reviewed the proposed changes
and wanted a chance to give my opinion. | strongly support adding turn lanes and traffic lights at all
four intersections. Since moving to Cedar street in November 2014 | have commented several
times to my husband how it seemed more logical for Division to be wider at the parkway with two
left turn lanes westbound onto the parkway and 1-2 right turn lanes eastbound onto the parkway. |
have also remarked regularly about the need for a left and right turn lane onto 11th, as well as a
traffic light. In my experience, roundabouts are awful! I'm 30 and | caught quickly. When living in
Metro Detroit, they started popping up everywhere. Unfortunately, only a few of them were
logical, the others were installed simply because they are a trend in the world of city planning and
civil engineering. A lot of people do not catch on. | can't tell you how many times | have watched
people come to a complete stop in the middle of a roundabout because they are confused about
where they are or think that they should let someone else in. Many people are confused by what



12.

13.

lanes exit to where and it takes slower speeds and extra caution to avoid confused drivers. It also
seems very difficult for semis and other large trucks to navigate them, slowing down traffic while
they make their way through, and there are a lot of trucks that come up Division. Roundabouts
have their purpose defeated when traffic signals are added, but in such a high pedestrian area it
seems dangerous to eliminate signals. I'm already terrified to cross the street to go to the beach
because people often disregard the "yield to pedestrians" lights when turning at Division and
Grandveiw Parkway. Lastly, adding roundabouts will completely close those intersections! It is
hard enough to get around our quickly growing city as is. We ca not have several of our busiest
intersections closed completely. Adding lanes and signals can be down wit out closed roads and
detours. PLEASE, do not install roundabouts on Division! New metal poles like those at Franke and
Silver Lake Rd look much better the wires hanging across the road if it's ascetics that are a concern.

14th & Division: 2nd priority for roundabout. This seems to have pretty strong consensus; gateway
to city makes sense; least concern for pedestrian crossing conflict.

11th Street: 1st priority for median on north (southbound) left turn lane on south

(northbound). Least expensive option to implement.

7th Street: | do not favor a one block two-way street. Either two-way or one-way the entire length
of the street. Personally, | favor two-way traffic on both 7th and 8th streets.

Front St: Based on comments, | don't think there are any options at this corner.

Grandview Parkway: Lowest priority. There is a lot of public conflict at this corner. While | would
love to see Bay street closed to Division street access, right hand only turns could also work. If we
do the roundabout at 14th first we can learn a lot about how to implement if desirable at the
Parkway.

Unfortunately, | have been not been able to attend the planning and public input meetings for the US-31/
M-37 Division Street project. | am enclosing my comments below and hope they still might be considered. |
am in favor of the preferred alternative at 14th street. As a new resident of Traverse City that lives two
blocks off Division on Twelfth St, | would very much like to see better pedestrian access to the Commons. |
bought a house and have lived in Traverse City for the last year. While | commute to Interlochen for work, |
lead an active lifestyle that involves biking and walking as much as possible when | return home. It is
incredibly dangerous to cross Division at 12th St at this point in time. Although there are pedestrian
walkways, no cars ever yield to people. In order to cross Division, one must sprint across four lanes of
traffic. I'm curious how the pedestrian experience would differ between the preferred alternative and
operational improvement at 11th street. | currently use the pedestrian island at Oak and Grandview
Parkway to access Clinch Park beach. That crossing can be quite difficult at times but would be much harder
without the island. | think that lowering the speed limit to 25mph from 14th street to Grandview Parkway
would help immensely. | encourage you to keep pedestrian and bike traffic as a primary concern in the
planning and decision making for these intersections.



