Maintenance Memorandum
Date:

November 11, 1998

Subject:

Survey Monuments

The attached procedures are currently valid.
The following are a few of the ideas currently being discussed. If you wish more information
on these topics please contact Brian Jersey at 517-373-0061 for more information.
We are in the process of attempting to increase the communication between Regional and
Central Survey units, Maintenance and the private sector with regard to the problem of control
monumentation being lost and destroyed. The memo that was written in 1981 by MacCreery to
Orne is still valid, but only covers a small percentage of monuments at risk. One of the major
problems that exist is the destruction of US Public Land Survey Corners (Government Corners).
These monuments are the framework to which all property is referenced. Unfortunately, most
of these monuments lie in the traveled portion of the roadway and are at constant risk of
destruction or disturbance by construction/maintenance crews. We have attempted to remedy
this situation in part by developing a pay item for the preservation of these monuments that can
be included in each construction contract. We have met with limited success and are currently
reviewing the item for improvement. This process does not address the monuments that are
disturbed or destroyed unwittingly by maintenance forces.
To attempt to address changes to the Maintenance Memorandum, we would like to see, in
addition of the current process outlined by MacCreery's memo, the following take place at a
minimum:
1.

The area maintenance supervisor (or other appropriate person) contact the regional
surveyor prior to planned maintenance projects so that he/she can coordinate the
appropriate preservation measures.

2.

Supply the regional surveyor with a list of planned maintenance projects on an annual
basis so that he/she may plan appropriately.

3.

Educate all maintenance personnel as to the existence and importance of these
monuments so that they may aid in the preservation effort.

Attachment
“Survey Monuments” October 16, 1981; 2 pgs.
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