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OVERVIEW 
 
Maritime activities within Detroit, Wayne County and all of Southeastern Michigan generates a 
significant amount of economic activity, Federal and State taxes, and business revenue along with local 
jobs and income.  The 15 to 20 million tons of cargo handled though Detroit area marine terminals (based 
an Economic Impact study completed in 2011) demonstrates that the Port community provides over 
5,600 direct jobs in addition to nearly 10,000 indirect and induced jobs.  Business revenue exceeds $1.5 
billion and State and Federal taxes over $280 million. 

 
The terminals generating these returns include fortune 500 companies from U.S. Steel and Marathon 
Petroleum to local companies such as Nicholson Terminal & Dock Company and the Detroit/Windsor 
Truck Ferry.  Over 30 companies are involved in marine activities in the Detroit area generating the 
5,600 jobs identified above. 

 
In order to enhance the operation of these terminals, the Port Authority was created in 1978 as a 
government agency to advocate on behalf of the marine industry.  This advocacy is directed at improving 
infrastructure repair and development, brownfield remediation, and cargo marketing and generation, as 
well as facilitating financial assistance to businesses needing to grow their operations and create jobs. 

 
To that end, the mission of the DWCPA is to continue on the path of advancing programs and projects 
in the maritime domain that will enhance public awareness for the Port of Detroit, enhance tourism for 
the Great Lakes and provide economic development, job creation, and investments through sustainable 
partnerships. 
 
 
PRIORITIES 
 

1. Advocate to public and not for profit economic development agencies on behalf of the marine 
industry in order to secure funding for infrastructure improvement, brownfield remediation and 
industrial development. 

2. Market marine activities for the Port of Detroit in order to expand its existing cargo movements 
as well as non-traditional cargos. 

3. Expand passenger cruise operations at Port of Detroit 
4. Work with other local, state and federal agencies to enhance the regions Homeland Security 

activities. 
5. Coordinate with local communities to ensure that maritime activities are conducted in a manner 

consistent with local interests. 
6. Assist where possible the growth of the Detroit/Wayne County Port Foundation. 
7. The Port Authority will continue working towards intergovernmental collaboration with its 

partners within the Federal, State and Local levels of government as well as with Canadian 
officials at all levels to ensure and enhance regional economy.  

8. As a governmental entity it is the responsibility of the Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority to 
abide by all grant agreement requirements with funding partners and to sustain fiscal integrity. 
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FISCAL YEAR 2016 ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND 2017 OBJECTIVES 
 

 
 
 
Public Dock & Terminal  
 

 

2016 was an active year for passenger operations at the 
Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority Public Dock and Terminal.  
The cruise ship Victory I made stops in Detroit in July and 
September, however, the number of stops in Windsor remains 
troublesome for DWCPA.  The Port Authority continues to work 
to work with Customs to eliminate these problems in the future.  
The dinner cruise business remained robust as Continental 
Catering entertained over 7,000 dinner cruise passengers.  In 
addition, the sailing vessel, Appledore conducted several 
educational cruises for the Detroit Public Schools and the general 
public from the Port Authority Dock.  These educational cruises 
served over 464 passengers who participated in the Appledore 
functions. Moreover, the dock hosted vessels from the 
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Coast Guard, and Great 
Lakes Maritime Academy.   
 
Following up on the success of the 2015 Gran Prix water taxi and 
the American Society of Association Executives private water 
taxi service, DWCPA continues to work toward establishing a 
seasonal water taxi service with minimum service between the 
DWCPA Public Dock and Terminal and Belle Isle State Park.  
Additional stops could be added as needed or desired.  DWCPA 
is working with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
to ensure proper service to Belle Isle and the Detroit Riverfront 
Conservancy to coordinate stops along the Riverwal 
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EPA Revolving Loan Fund 
 

 

In 2012, the Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority was 
awarded a $1 million grant to establish a revolving loan 
program for brownfield remediation.  The funds are being 
used to remediate site which will be developed for use by 
the Henry Ford Medical System and Cardinal Health.  The 
successful completion of this project led to several awards 
by the U.S. EPA to the Port Authority and a supplemental 
allocation of $500,000 for additional remediation activity.  
The Port Authority is currently working to identify the 
highest and best use for the supplemental RLF funding, as 
well as the funds from the initial RLF as those dollars have 
begun to revolve. 
 
Recently, the DWCPA, in conjunction with the Detroit 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority was awarded a 
FY2016 Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund worth over 
$800,000.  DWCPA and DBRA will be work together over 
the next year to identify eligible projects and determine the 
highest and best use for this RLF>   

 
 
Port of Detroit/Detroit Marine Terminal 
 

 
 

 
 

The Detroit Marine Terminal, owned by the Detroit/Wayne 
County Port Authority and operated by Nicholson Terminal 
and Dock Company, has been in operation since 2005.  In 
the first eight months of the 2016 shipping season, the 
Detroit Marine Terminal received 45 vessels for a total of 
210,275 net tons.  The Ecorse terminal owned by Nicholson 
received nine vessels for a total of 50,471 net tons.  
Moreover, the Trenton Marine Terminal received roughly 
40,000 tons of sugar in the shipping season.   
 
Another aspect of the DWCPA’s ownership of DMT is the 
Master Concession Agreement with the Ambassador Port 
Company, which has had a stifling effect on development in 
the port region.  DWCPA is continually looking for ways to 
move beyond this agreement or amend it to allow for the 
facilitation of investment the region needs.   
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U.S. DHS Port Security Grants   
  

 

The Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority was awarded a 
$750,000 port security grant in 2015 to install a radar system 
on the Port Detroit Terminal Building.  Installation was 
completed in 2016, and the system provids enhanced 
coverage of the Detroit River for security operation by the 
U.S. Coast Guard and the U.S. Border Patrol as well as other 
law enforcement agencies. 
 
Moving forward, DWCPA will continue to pursue grant 
opportunities that will allow it to assist the law enforcement 
community. 

 
 
Michigan Port Collaborative 
 

 
 
 

 

 

The Michigan Port Collaborative was incorporated as a 501 
(c)3 in 2011.  Working with other members of the 
Collaborative, the Port Authority is seeking to amend the Port 
Authority Act.  The amendments are intended to eliminate 
some of the restrictions placed on Port Authorities wishing to 
assist members of the maritime community.  The 
amendments would also provide greater flexibility for new 
Port Authorities wishing to gain greater local control over 
their governance and funding.  Another proposal would 
create a Port Assistance Grant Program, available to 
commercial maritime facilities throughout the State of 
Michigan.  This program would be modeled on a program 
already in existence in Wisconsin that has assisted marine 
terminal make capital improvements. 
 
DWCPA is currently considering reviving and restructuring 
this group in order to properly serve the needs of the maritime 
community.   
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Community Interaction 
 

With commercial cargo operations impacting 
Southwest Detroit and several downriver communities 
from River Rouge to the southern end of Wayne 
County, the Port Authority has begun reaching out to 
community leaders and public officials to discuss 
issues of concern and assist in development efforts.  
This outreach will be essential in an effort to determine 
the highest and best use of existing facilities and vacant 
properties. In cooperation with neighborhood and 
community leaders, the Port Authority hopes to 
formulate a strategy to improve maritime and related 
infrastructure in a manner that creates jobs and 
investment opportunities that will enhance local 
communities.  This effort will require the identification 
of infrastructure deficiencies, environmentally 
impacted properties, as well as abandoned or 
underutilized facilities within these communities and 
strategy to secure funding to address the problems.  The 
ultimate aim will be job creation and neighborhood and 
community revitalization. 
 
One example of this effort was the role the 
Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority played in the 
Ferrous Steel project in Gibraltar, Michigan.  Ferrous 
is a Cleveland based steel processor that was looking 
for a location for new process to produce light weight, 
high strength steel for the auto industry.  The Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation, the Department 
of Environmental Quality and the Department of 
Transportation provided $8 million worth of incentive.  
However, the Department of Environmental Quality 
could not provide the money directly to the Company, 
but could provide it through another public agency.  
The Port Authority filled the role allowing this project 
to move forward.  Ferrous intends to create 100 jobs at 
their new facility and process over 100,000 tons of 
steel, some of which will come over Port of Detroit 
docks 

 
 
 




