
 
 

Research Centers of Excellence 
 
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has established 
Research Centers of Excellence at several universities in Michigan. The 
common mission of all centers is to partner with MDOT in performing 
applied research, providing education and performing outreach related to 
transportation. The centers specialize in several areas of expertise including 
geotechnical, materials, pavements and structures.  
 
Partnering with Michigan universities allows MDOT to remain engaged in 
helping shape the future of transportation in Michigan and nationally. 
Continued cooperative efforts between MDOT and Michigan universities 
helps ensure that the transportation leaders of the future will be prepared to 
meet the many challenges that lie ahead.     
 

Center for Sustainable Infrastructure & Structural Testing 
Lawrence Technological University (LTU) 
 
Center Director 
Nabil Grace,  PhD, PE 
University Distinguished Professor, Civil Engineering Department 
Lawrence Technological University 
21000 West Ten Mile Road 
Southfield, MI 48075-1058 
Telephone:  248-204-2556 
E-mail:  ngrace@ltu.edu 
 
MDOT Project Manager 
Steve Kahl, PE 
Supervisor, Structural Experimental Studies 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5707 
E-Mail: kahls@michigan.gov 



Center for Bridge & Structures Research 
Michigan State University (MSU) 
 
Center Director  
Rigoberto Burgueño, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Michigan State University 
3546 C Engineering 
East Lansing, MI 48828-1226 
Telephone: (517)355-5107    
Email: burgueno@egr.msu.edu 
 
MDOT Project Manager 
Steve Kahl, PE 
Supervisor, Structural Experimental Studies 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5707 
E-Mail: kahls@michigan.gov 
 
 

Pavement Research Center of Excellence 
Michigan State University (MSU) 
 
Center Director 
Karim Chatti, PhD 
Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering  
Michigan State University  
428 S. Shaw Lane, 3546 EB 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1226 
Telephone:  517-355-6534    
Email:  chatt@egr.msu.edu 
 
MDOT Project Manager 
Robert Pena, PE 
Construction Information Management 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5198 
E-Mail: penar@michigan.gov 
 
 



Center for Structural Durability 
Michigan Technological University (MTU) 
 
Center Director 
Tess Ahlborn, PhD, PE 
Associate Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Michigan Technological University 
108A Dillman 
Houghton, MI 49931 
Telephone:  906-487-2625    
Email:  tess@mtu.edu 
 
MDOT Project Manager 
Steve Kahl, PE 
Supervisor, Structural Experimental Studies 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5707 
E-Mail: kahls@michigan.gov 
 
 

Transportation Materials Research Center  
Michigan Technological University (MTU) 
 
Center Director 
Stanley Vitton, PhD, PE 
Associate Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Michigan Technological University 
301 A Dillman 
Houghton, MI 49931 
Telephone:  906-487-1059    
Email:  vitton@mtu.edu  
 
MDOT Project Manager 
John Staton, PE 
Materials Engineer 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5701 
E-Mail: statonj@michigan.gov 
 
 
 



Bridges & Structures Research Center of Excellence 
University of Michigan (U of M) 
 
Center Director 
Sherif El-Tawil, PhD, PE 
Professor and Assoc. Department Chair 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
University of Michigan  
2350 Hayward, 2374 GG Brown 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2125 
Telephone:  734-764-5617    
Email:  eltawil@umich.edu 
 
MDOT Project Manager 
Steve Kahl, PE 
Supervisor, Structural Experimental Studies 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5707 
E-Mail: kahls@michigan.gov 
 
 

Concrete Pavement Research Center of Excellence 
University of Michigan (U of M) 
 
Center Director 
Will Hansen, PhD, PE 
Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
University of Michigan  
2350 Hayward, 2330 GG Brown 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2125 
Telephone:  734-763-9660    
Email:  whansen@umich.edu 
 
MDOT Project Manager 
John Staton, PE 
Materials Engineer 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5701 
E-Mail: statonj@michigan.gov 
 



 

Center of Excellence on Structural Durability 
Western Michigan University (WMU) 
 
Center Director 
Haluk Aktan, PhD, PE 
Professor and Chair, Civil and Construction Engineering 
Western Michigan University 
1903 West Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5316 
Telephone:  269-276-3210 
E-mail:  haluk.aktan@wmich.edu 
 
MDOT Project Manager 
Steve Kahl, PE 
Supervisor, Structural Experimental Studies 
8885 Ricks Road,  P.O. Box 30049 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Telephone: 517-322-5707 
E-Mail: kahls@michigan.gov 
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