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The Palace Poker Room in Burton had operations suspended 
Wednesday, Oct. 30 following allegations the business was making 
charities pay-to-play at the facility and holding charity events without 
members of the organizations present.
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BURTON, MI – Operations were suspended 

Tuesday, Oct. 29, at the Palace Poker 

Room in Burton after the state Gaming 

Control Board alleged more than $100,000 

may have been diverted from charities as 

part of a pay-to-play scheme. 

“Beginning in August 2013, regulation 

officers from the MGCB responded to 

complaints of 'suspicious gaming activities' 

and reports of charities being required to 

unlawfully divert their proceeds to agents 

or employees of the location in exchange 

for being scheduled for events at the 

Palace Poker Room,” states a Wednesday, 

Oct. 30, release from the gaming 

control board.  

“If charities refused to divert their profits as directed – if they refused to 'pay to play' – they would be 

denied gaming events at the Palace Poker Room," the gaming control board charges. "Palace Poker Room is 

one of Michigan’s top-grossing poker rooms, with over $2 million in reported gambling profits from 2010-

2012,” reads the release.  

The emergency order states that on multiple occasions qualified charities were asked by employees to give 

a portion of profits from one out of every four events to the Renegades Travel Baseball team, controlled by 

the owner/agent of the poker room. 

MCBG officials were unable to locate the team's charity registry or regulated by the Attorney General, MGCB, 

or the Charitable Gaming Division of Lottery, according to the order.
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A phone at the poker room was disconnected Wednesday, and the location's website was unavailable. A 

Facebook page for the poker room, which includes a link to a petition asking for amending of the state's 

charitable gaming laws, does have the following comment posted Tuesday morning on the situation:  

"Just wanted to give everyone an update on our status since we were unable to open today (Tuesday). Our 

lawyers are working the case to get us back open in the next few days. In the meantime, the state is looking 

for reasons to shut us down for good, so there's no better time than now to speak up and make your voice 

heard. Please take a minute to sign the petition to tell these government officials to take a chill pill!"  

The Gaming Control Board said the pay-to-play scheme was conducted over several years, involved multiple 

charities and "is in direct violation of the Bingo Act and possibly other criminal laws."  

"The emergency suspension of all charity events at this location is required while we continue our 

investigation of the location employees/agents, and the charities that participated, and determine the extent 

of the violations and fraudulent activity," said Rick Kalm, executive director of the state Gaming Control 

Board.

Allegations include employees or agents:

- Completing charity gaming records and financial statements.

- Falsifying gaming records of charities.

- Counting, distributing, handling, selling, and redeeming gaming chips during the millionaire party events 

with no charity present

- Employees or agents listed as chairperson or officer of a charity holding a license to conduct an event, 

redeeming poker chips without charity officials present

The alleged acts are punishable by up to a $1,000 fine, six months in prison or both actions.

The order also states charities are responsible for ensuring requirements of the law are met, noting "Certain 

charities have allowed and or engaged in all or part of the above illegal activity with employees or agents of 

Palace Poker Room" including but not limited to St. Francis Xavier Men’s Club; Lapeer West Wrestling Club, 

Inc.; 40 ET 8 Voiture 116; Lapeer West Softball Club, Inc.; Lapeer West Boys Basketball; Lapeer Soccer 

Club, Inc.; St Francis Xavier Church, Blessed Sacrament Church; Outreach East; and Barhitte Elementary 

School.

The Bristol Road location -- where gaming was suspended in 2010 following similar allegations -- is also the 

site where a fatal July 2009 shooting of a robbery suspect by former Flint Police Chief Bradford 

Barskdale took place. 
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Similar allegations have been made against the Pocket Aces Poker Room in Flint, where operations were 

suspended Oct. 22 under a similar emergency order from the state Gaming Control Board.  

That case also remains under investigation. 
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