New Michigan Civil War Interpretive Sign at Sailor’s Creek Battlefield

In February 2010, the Michigan Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee contacted Chris
Calkins, park manager of Sailor's Creek Battlefield Historical State Park in Rice, Virginia.
Calkins, a native Detroiter, has served with the National Park Service for 34 years with
previous assignments at Appomattox Court House National Historical Park,
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park and Petersburg National Battlefield.
He is the author of 12 publications and numerous articles, many of which focus on Gen.
Robert E. Lee’s April 1865 retreat. In October 2012, discussions were held regarding
recent additions to the park in March that were fought over by Col. Peter Stagg's
Michigan cavalry brigade. In July 2013, the parties engaged in serious plans for a
marker/sign regarding Michigan’s involvement in the battle. Beginning in March 2014,
the sign text became the subject of e-mail exchanges. Calkins also involved noted Civil
War cavalry historian Eric J. Wittenberg in ensuring accuracy of the text and images.
The sign went into production in August 2014; by the end of September, Calkins sent
photographs of the erected marker. “The Michigan Cavalry Brigade at Sailor’s Creek”
sign is a short walk from the park visitor center. The Michigan Civil War Sesquicentennial
Fund paid for the cost of the sign.
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