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Michigan Freedom Trail Commission Meeting Minutes 
  Michigan History Center, Commission Room 

  Friday, September 11, 2020 
 
Reformat without the agenda numbers 
Committee Members Attending via Zoom: Amanda Campbell, Angela Dillard, Roy 
Finkenbine, Deidra Mayweather, Michael Nassaney, Robin Peebles, Jason Young 
Committee Members Excused: Neil Barclay, Rochelle Danquah, Tim Gleisner, Vivian 
Ritter 
Staff: Sandra Clark, Tobi Voigt, Sheri Giffin 
 
 
1. Call to Order:  
Nassaney called the meeting to order at 11:04 a.m. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda:  
Finkenbine moved to approve the agenda; Campbell seconded the motion;, and it was 
approved.  
 
3. Approval of Minutes: 
Finkenbine moved approval of the May 15, 2020, and July 21, 2020, minutes as 

presented; Campbell seconded the motion, and the minutes were adopted. 

4. Action Items 
 
5. Reports: 
Standing Committee Updates 
a.  
i. Site, Identification, Facilities & Programs:  
Danquah was not available for updates. 
 
Clark announced the addition of the Watkin’s Farm to the National Network to Freedom 
Rregister. Carol Mull researched and sponsored the nomination. Nassaney moved to 
list add the Watkin’s Farm site to the Michigan Freedom Trail listRegister (? Not sure if 
this is what we call it)list; the motion was seconded by Campbell. The motion passed 
with Dillard abstaining. 
 
 
Finkenbine mentioned reported that Carolyn Carter has beenis working on five new 
nominations on the riverfront area. 

 
Clark acknowledged noted that Linda Hass is working on a ’ nomination of for the 
Michigan Central RR Railroad in Jacksonis in progress. 

 
ii. Cultural & Heritage Tourism:  
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Peebles has connected with the Maryland contacts for the Heritage Gathering session 
and is starting a broader Pure Michigan conversation about Underground Railroad 
tourism in Michigan. The promotion topics ranged from use of websites to publications. 

 
iii. Preservation & Support:  
Campbell reported on efforts from her Forestry U.S. Forest Service project work that will 
align with preservation and interpretation goals for the commission. There are ideas 
ranging from podcasts to, websites, digital maps and other regional educational 
practices materials about sites in the Midwest. shared by other states for Michigan’s 
adaptation. There are some historical events and locations on National Forestry land 
ideal for preservation work. 

 
Campbell has also reached outtalked to Wayne Lusardi, Underwater Archaeologist for 
the State of MichiganMichigan History Center, to explore preservationabout ideas for 
underwater sites, such as the wreck of the Eber Ward. 

 
Finkenbine reported on the project fromnoted Samuel L. Jackson’s series that includes 
that focuses of UGRR shipwrecks in the Great Lakes. John Policheck (check spelling) is 
consulting on the filming. based on his research on the topic. 
 
iv. Education:  
Finkenbine has been working with Carol Bacak-Egbo on their Heritage Gathering 
session on Teaching the UGRR. Bacak-Egbo will focus on K-8 education based on her 
work as part of the committee to update the state’s social study standards. Finkenbine’s 
portion will give ideas for the high school and higher education levels. using his 
experiences.  

 
Post Gathering, Finkenbine and the committee will refocus on projects like such as the 
elementary school-age play sub-committee member Ruth Andrews (who is this?) is 
creating, and reviewing lesson plans created by past commissionersin the past. 

 
Dillard and Young have been workingmet  with the director of the Clements Library to 
understand how to expand the availability of their  resources and createing lesson plans 
using their collections. They The Clements has have a large amount of African 
American information but are is not a well-known resource. 

 
Finkenbine mentioned his participation in a conference on the evening of September 
17th. Commissioners are welcome to attend.  

 
b. Chairperson:  
Nassaney will  be speaking at a conference with the Indiana division of Historic 
Preservation and Archaeology. The topic will be on the UGRR connection between 
Indiana and Michigan from his work in Cass County. The conference will beis in 
November,  and Nassaney will forward the link as when it is available. 

 
c. Vice Chairperson:  
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Campbell has is requiringed her students to attend some of the Heritage Gathering 
sessions for the her course on Western Civilization.  

 
d. Staff:  
Clark thanked the commissioners and staff for their work on changingto change the 
conference to a virtual setting. 

 
Clark offered an updatedShe reported that the Julia and Ulysses S. Grant house that 
moved tohome is now at Eastern Market. There is a segment of the community upset 
with the house being next to the gardens and challenged how to interpret the 
house.Some of its new neighbors are concerned about how the house will be used and 
how it will portray the Grarnt’s relationship to slavery.  MHC staff will work with them and 
others on the future use of the house. is actively looking for partners to help with 
planning the interpretation of the family and topics of the time period. TheTheir will be at 
least a year before the structure is ready for public use.will need another year to 
rehabilitate allowing time to plan with community discussions and input.  

 
The cCommissioners discussed initial thoughts about the house and how it could be 
interpreted. Dillard and Campbell expressed interest in helping with the project. 
 
6. Old Business: 
a. Discuss MFT application updated wording:  
This item was tabled as Danquah was not able to attend the meeting. 

 
b. September as International UGRR Month: 
Finkenbine gave a reviewed of the movement to join other stateseffort to designate 
September as UGRR month. The initiative is now international with Canada and the 
Bahamas pushing for designation. Doing so opens opportunity for education and 
tourism. 
 
 
Clark reported that a designatione request is with the Ggovernor’s office. however, it is 
difficult to know the timeline for signature. Once the governor has signed the 
designation, the commission can push share it with others and possibly make it to the 
legislature to make it official for every September.   
 

Another important reason for this proclamation is to encourage tourism for 
states. The National Network to Freedom has the Cass County tour listed, but 
there could be other day tours added. 
 

c. 2020 Heritage Gathering virtual conference: 
Each session has been well attended with many people connecting after the session 
requesting access to the recordings. The virtual format is reaching multiple states and 
accommodating people who are not able to attend during the at theT set time. Giffin will 
summarize the survey results at the conclusion of the conference. 
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7. New business: 
Brooklyn Society of Ethical Culture will be having a virtual conference in January with 
Finkenbine will beas one of the featured speakers at the Brooklyn Society of Ethical 
Culture virtual conference in January..  

 
Nassaney suggested creating an award for organizations or people to recognize their 
work on UGRR. The award could be given out each year at the Heritage Gathering. 
Finkenbine asked the 2014 minutes be reviewed for information on an award that 
year.such an award that was already created.  
 
 
A The nominating committee will be reviewing names for new officers for Chair and Vice 
Chair. The names will be brought to the present a slate of officers at the November 
meeting for a vote. 

 
8. Adjourn Meeting: 
Finkenbine moved to adjourn the meeting; Young seconded the motion. The meeting 
was adjourned at 12:21 p.m. without objection. 
 


